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Goals 

■ Can express 
straightforward desires 
related to the environment 
and waste management. 

■ Can define and evaluate 
different types of waste 
management strategies. 
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We all desire a cleaner and healthier 
planet. 

 
Let’s all try to be more 

environmentally friendly. 
 

Let’s learn about recycling. 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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What does recycling mean to 
you? 

Warm up discussion 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Is recycling important to you? Why? 

Environmental problems 

hygiene to protect 
wildlife 

protect the environment 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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cardboard 

paper 

to dump 

ecology e-waste 

environmentally 
friendly 

Recycling vocabulary 

plastic 

glass 

to preserve 
nature 

landfill 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Vocabulary in context 

We need to make a greater effort to 
preserve nature. 

The delicate ecology of many regions is 
under threat. 

Fifty years ago, the majority of rubbish 
was dumped in landfills. 

I always try to purchase items with 
environmentally friendly packaging. 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Vocabulary in context 

The levels of e-waste in landfills is 
shocking. 

One of the greatest threats to ocean 
life is plastic. 

Please separate the cardboard and 
paper into their own containers. 

Is this glass bottle returnable? 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Recycling 

One of the practices most linked with 
the conservation of the environment 
is recycling. The majority of homes and 
businesses in the developed world are 
educated about organising their waste. 
However, recycling is more than just a 
habit of behaviour! 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Recycling 

Recycling is a state of mind and 
attitude which is necessary for human 
survival. As the planet faces a range of 
environmental challenges, it is 
important that we replace the 
disposable mindset of our culture with 
one that is more sustainable. Recycling 
is the first step. 

Our society must 
consider the 

consequences of 
our waste. 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Recycling 

We recycle in order to keep our planet clean 
and healthy, and to allow it to cope with the 
waste produced by our growing population. 
It is more environmentally friendly to 
convert our waste into reusable materials 
than to dump it.  
 
Disposing of waste is expensive and 
damaging to the environment. Rubbish that 
is burned creates air pollution, while 
rubbish that is dumped can contribute to 
water pollution and damage the 
surrounding environment. 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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What do you know about the recycling process in your region? 
How is it different to other parts of the world? 

Describe it to your teacher.  

Recycling 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Discuss some of the environmental problems that come with 
dumping rubbish.  

Use the pictures to help develop your response. 

Problems 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Recycling 

How does recycling actually work? 
Many countries split waste bins from the 
beginning of the process with one container 
for paper and cardboard, one for plastic, 
one for glass, and one for general waste. 
Some countries also have separate 
containers for organic waste. This quickly 
breaks down and can be used in the garden 
as compost. Other countries have one 
container for general waste and one for 
recyclables. After the waste has been 
collected, it is generally taken to a waste 
facility where it is sorted and processed.  

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Recycling 

Automatic sorting systems are able 
to separate waste based on weight 
and shape, they use special conveyor 
systems. Human workers then check 
for any stray pieces of material which 
could end up in the wrong pile. From 
here, each material is sent off to be 
broken down into their basic 
elements, then they are built up again 
and reconstituted.  

Air pollution is 
an invisible killer. 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Recycling 

Before the start of recycling, attitudes 
to waste disposal were less 
developed. Most waste ended up in 
landfills, while landscapes and 
motorways were covered with litter. 
This attitude remains in many parts of 
the world, but awareness about waste 
disposal has improved. 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Discuss how each of these types of waste might be recycled. 

How can we recycle? 

steel organic waste 

plastic glass 

paper and cardboard 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Use the pictures to write sentences 

Create a step-by-step guide of the journey of recycled waste. 

1. First, the trash is… 2. Next, it is… 

4. Finally… 3. The next step of the 
process… 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Explain the process of recycling as you understand it.  
Use the subjects below to help guide your response. 

The recycling process 

What is the first step of recycling? 

Where does recyclable waste go? 

What happens at the recycling facility? 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Recycling 

In the US before the 1970s, up to 50% of 
waste disposal sites were open dumps, 
where rubbish was burned. This had a 
huge impact on air pollution and the 
decline of the surrounding 
environment.  
 
Coastal areas sometimes used waste to 
fill marshland, wetlands and stretches 
of coast. This was an attempt to turn land 
that was thought of as worthless into 
space for property. The impact of this 
practice on local ecology was significant.  

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Recycling 

Recently, the spread of digital gadgets and 
computers have made the process of 
recycling even more complicated. E-waste 
is much more difficult to break down and 
because of the toxic materials in this 
waste, it is important it gets recycled 
properly. 
 
While recycling is certainly a step in the right 
direction, it’s not enough on its own. The 
average European uses and disposes of 
over 100 kilograms of plastic in a single 
year. Despite the recycling systems we have 
in place, much of this plastic waste ends up 
in the sea. 

The problem of e-
waste continues to 

grow. 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Recycling 

If you look at the average aisle in the 
supermarket, or open the door of your 
refrigerator, you will notice the amount 
of items that come packaged in plastic. 
Recycling is part of the answer to our 
ecological challenges, but another lies 
in what we choose to buy and produce. 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Discuss why e-waste is more complicated to dispose of than a 
usual piece of rubbish. 

Rubbish 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Landfill 

Read about the results of landfills. 

Can you think of any others?  
What are some solutions to the problems posed by landfills? 

A town with a badly managed landfill site can suffer 
some severe environmental and hygienic 
problems, including: 
 
• Toxic materials from rubbish polluting the soil 
• Chemicals washing into reservoirs and rivers 
• Toxic chemicals entering the human body 

through vegetables grown in polluted soil 
• Respiratory problems from breathing in 

polluted air at landfill sites. 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Discuss whether landfills and dumping still have a place in the 
modern age. 

Debate 

decomposing rubbish is harmful for human health and 
warms the atmosphere with released gas 

burning dumped rubbish in landfills contributes to 
greater levels of air pollution 

potential to pollute surrounding areas including soil and 
water supplies 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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–         □         × 

Write a complaint 

To: lingodatowncouncil@fakemail.com 

Subject: Complaint regarding landfill site 

To whom it may concern, 
 
I am writing this email to complain about the poorly managed landfill site outside 
Lingoda Town… 

There is a poorly managed landfill site just outside your town.  
You are a concerned citizen. Write an e-mail to the council 

complaining about the site.  

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Your teacher is going to read an extract to you.  
Write down what you hear your teacher say. 

Dictogloss 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Go back to the second slide of the lesson and check 
 if you have achieved all the goals of the lesson. 

yes no 

_______________________________ 

_______________________________ 

_______________________________ 

_______________________________ 

Reflect on the goals 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Think about everything you have seen in this lesson. 
What were the most difficult activities or words? The easiest? 

+ 
+ 

– 
– If you have time, go over  

the most difficult slides again 

_______________________________ 

_______________________________ 

_______________________________ 

_______________________________ 

_______________________________ 

_______________________________ 

_______________________________ 

_______________________________ 

Reflect on this lesson 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Exercise p. 27 
Automatic sorting systems are able to separate waste based on weight 
and shape, they use special conveyor systems. Human workers then 
check for any stray pieces of material which could end up in the wrong 
pile. From here, each material is sent off to be broken down into their 
basic elements, then they are built up again and reconstituted.  
 
Before the start of recycling, attitudes to waste disposal were less 
developed. Most waste ended up in landfill, while landscapes and 
motorways were covered with litter. While this attitude remains in 
many parts of the world, in general, awareness about waste disposal has 
improved. 

Transcription 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Homework 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Create flashcards of the vocabulary from the lesson, try to 
include the definition of each word.  

Vocabulary  

landfill 
disposing 

materials by 
burial 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Landfill  

landfill recycling 

Contrast the advantages and disadvantages of using landfill 
against that of recycling. Try to use vocabulary from the lesson 

and write in full sentences. 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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