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Goals 

■ Can define and recognise 
modals of obligation. 

■ Can accurately construct 
straightforward sentences 
using modals of obligation 
in both the present and the 
past. 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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I would like to sleep longer in the 

morning, but I have to get up for work 
at 6am. 

 
Do you want to learn how to use 

modals of obligation? 
 

Let‘s get started! 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Preview and warm-up 

■ An obligation is something you have to do. 
■ If something is necessary, or when we have an obligation to do something, we 

can use modal verbs to modify the meaning of our sentence. 

I must get up early in the morning. 
I have to go to work tomorrow. 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Review: past simple 

We use the past simple when expressing that an action occurred in the past. It is 
the basic form of the past tense in English. 
■ For regular verbs add -ed. 
■ Irregular verbs have their own forms – these should be memorised. 

Jules lived in Paris last year. 
We attended the film screening yesterday. 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Expressing obligation with modal verbs: have to 

The table below shows how to construct a sentence to express obligation in the 
present tense using have to. 
■ To the phrase have to we add the bare infinitive form of the verb. 

 

■ I have to finish my report. 

■ She has to leave early. 

■ You have to cook the dinner today! 

 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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No obligation 

■ If you have no obligation, you can express the negative form of have to by 
simply placing don’t in front of the phrase. 

■ For example: I don’t have to go to work tomorrow. Hooray! 

■ I don’t have to do what you say! 

■ You don’t have to eat that, we can 
have hotdogs instead. 

■ She doesn’t have to go to the 
meeting. 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Expressing obligation with modal verb must 

We can also use the modal verb must to express a strong obligation. 
■ To the word must we add the bare infinitive form of the verb. 

■ I must get some sleep, today has 
been exhausting. 

■ I must do that report for the 
meeting. 

■ I must review for my exam. 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Must in negative form 

■ As with have to, expressing the opposite of must is easy. Simply place the word 
not after must to create the negative form.  

■ For example: You must not smoke cigarettes if you want to be healthy. 
■ In conversation, it is common to use the contraction mustn’t in place of must 

not. 

You mustn’t feed the animals at the zoo. 
You mustn’t drink and drive. 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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You mustn’t drive you don’t have a licence. 

You don’t have to drive  we can take the train instead. 

Be aware of the difference between mustn’t and don’t have to. 
Mustn’t means something is not allowed or prohibited. 
■ You mustn’t share company secrets because it is against our policy. 
Do not have to means you don’t need to do something but it is ok if you do. 
■ I don’t have to stay late tonight, but I want to get the work done. 

Watch out! 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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have to - obligation don’t have to – no 
obligation 

must - obligation mustn’t – obligation 
(not to) 

Review 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Categorise 

mustn’t don’t have to 

Categorise the sentences according to whether they are an obligation 
or not an obligation. 

You _______________ 
eat it if you don’t 

want to. 

You _______________ 
go to work on 

Saturday. 

You _______________ 
be rude to your 

teacher. 

You _______________ 
leave your job 
without notice. 

You _______________ 
go to school if 

you’re feeling ill. 

 You _______________ 
bring anything. I 

am cooking. 

You _______________ 
commit a crime. 

You _______________ 
smoke indoors. 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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____________________________________________________

____________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________

____________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________

____________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________

____________________________________________________ 

Add modals of obligation to these sentences 

You mustn’t talk so loudly. This is 
the library. 

3. I _______________  get to the gym 
this week. 

4. We _______________  go to that 
restaurant if you don’t want to. 

5. I _______________  finish this 
project by tomorrow’s 
deadline. 

2. I ________________ go out in the 
sun. I burn easily. 

1. You _______________ talk so 
loudly. This is the library. 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Alternatives to mustn’t 

■ Mustn’t can also be interchanged with the modals can’t and not allowed to. 

You can’t say those kinds of things around here. 
You are not allowed to say that word in this school. 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Modals of obligation: past tense 

■ We can also talk about obligations which occurred in the past.  
■ However, there is no past tense form of must. Instead, we use the modal had to. 
■ Example: I had to stay late at work last night. 

■ I had to wear a uniform when I 
went to school. 

■ You had to do what? 

■ Sarah had to iron her blouse for 
her interview. 

■ They had to attend detention at 
lunchtime for their appalling 
behaviour yesterday. 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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________________________________________

________________________________________ 

________________________________________

________________________________________ 

________________________________________

________________________________________ 

________________________________________

________________________________________ 

________________________________________

________________________________________ 

Use modals of obligation to address the grammatical 
problems in the sentences 

3. You don’t have to drink and 
drive. 

4. Did you had to work 
yesterday? 

5. I had to go now. 

2. I had to get up early for work 
tomorrow. 

1. I have to go to bed early when I 
was a child. 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Giving advice: should and shouldn’t 

■ You should go and see a doctor. 

■ You should try to do more exercise. 

■ You really ought to visit us sometime. 

Alternatively, we can use the modal shouldn’t: 

■ You really shouldn’t put up with his behaviour. 

■ In my opinion, you shouldn’t take that job. 

■ The modal verbs should and shouldn’t can be used to give advice. 
■ You can also use the modal verb ought to in place of should when giving advice. 

http://www.lingoda.com/


18 www.lingoda.com 

Should or shouldn't? 

Give advice to each 
of your friends 
using the modal 
verbs of obligation 
should and 
shouldn’t. 

They are about to take a job 
that pays well, but will be bad 

for their health. 

They are thinking about going 
on holiday to Barcelona! 

They want to install solar 
panels on their home. 

They are wondering if they 
should become vegetarian. 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Complete the sentences 

2. I _______________ clean the 
kitchen before my guests arrive. 

3. He _______________ phone his 
mother – it’s Mother’s Day. 

4. David _______________ drink so 
much if that is how he behaves.  

6. I __________ get up for work at 
6am tomorrow. 

7. You _______________ come to the 
party if you don’t want to.  

8. I _______________ see the doctor 
about this illness. 

5. You _______________ try to stop 
interrupting me!  

1. You _______________ play with 
fire. 

Use the correct modal of obligation to complete these 
sentences 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Giving advice in the past tense 

■ To give advice in the past tense, we add have after should in the positive, or 
after shouldn’t in the negative, followed by the past participle. 

You really should have seen it when it was at the cinema. 
Henry shouldn’t have behaved like that at the party. 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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For each of the categories below, think of 2 or 3 specific 
situations when you might use a modal verb of obligation. 

Situations 

to express the need to do something 

an emergency 

giving advice 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Write a sentence using modal verbs of obligation to explain 
each of the situations below. 

Create contextual sentences 

You are writing a 
job advert and 
need to list the 

required 
qualifications. 

A policeman has 
pulled over a 

driver without a 
driving licence. 

Tell your friend 
they do not need 

to meet you if 
they are busy. 

It is a medical 
emergency. Tell 

your friend 
what to do. 

There’s a fire! 

Someone is 
smoking a 

cigarette in the 
restaurant. 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Write a sentence with a modal of obligation for each of the images.  

Picture activity 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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What are some of the things you had to 
do as a child? 

Perhaps you had a rule you remember 
from your youth?  

You can use modals of obligation to 
express it. 

Talk to the teacher 

I had to be in bed by 9pm when I was little. 
My dad always said: you mustn’t put your elbows on the table! 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Game 

■ Each of your friends has a problem. Use your new knowledge 
of modal verbs of obligation to give them expert advice! 

■ Try to use the right context – use must for an emergency, 
should or ought to for giving advice and have to for 
obligations. 

I’m having trouble with 
this computer. How do 
I get on the internet? 

I have to go to work early 
tomorrow. What time 
should I set my alarm? 

I don’t know where to 
go on my next holiday. 

I love history! 

My grandmother is 
having trouble breathing! 

What should I do? 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Go back to the second slide of the lesson and check 
 if you have achieved all the goals of the lesson. 

yes no 

_______________________________ 

_______________________________ 

_______________________________ 

_______________________________ 

Reflect on the goals 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Think about everything you have seen in this lesson. 
What were the most difficult activities or words? The easiest? 

+ 
+ 

– 
– If you have time, go over  

the most difficult slides again 

_______________________________ 

_______________________________ 

_______________________________ 

_______________________________ 

_______________________________ 

_______________________________ 

_______________________________ 

_______________________________ 

Reflect on this lesson 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Exercise p. 13 
2. mustn’t, 3. must, 4. don't have to, 5. have to 
 
Exercise p. 19 
1. mustn't, 2. have to, 3. should, 4. shouldn't, 5. must, 6. must, 7. don't have to,  
8. must 

Answer key 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Homework 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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–          □        × 

Your best friend has sent you an email asking how you are. You 
have a very busy week ahead. Write them a reply email 

detailing all of the things you are obligated to do before Friday. 
Remember to use modals of obligation to express this. 

I am so busy! 

To: _______________ 

Subject: Re: How are you? 

Hi Steve, 
 
Your trip sounds amazing! I am back home and very busy, I’m very jealous of 
your adventures… 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Create sentences using each of the below. 

Writing activity 

should must 

had to should 

mustn’t ought to 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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                Who are we? 
 
Why learn English online? 

What kinds of English classes do we offer? 

Who are our English teachers? 

How do our English certificates work? 

We also have a language blog! 
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