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Can read and understand a
factual text about human
made disasters.

Can discuss
straightforward ideas and
opinions about the causes
and consequences of
human-made disasters.
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What is the worst man-made disaster
you can think of?

Did you know that there is a giant
mass of floating rubbish in the Pacific
Ocean? This is a problem that is not
going away.

How did it happen? Let's find out.
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Disasters created by humans

What's the first thing you think of when you think of man-made
disasters?

Describe it to your teacher.
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Vocabulary review slide

fragility
procedure . seaborne
artificial sludge
miniscule debris
consumer disposable

biodegradable
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Vocabulary

A We must learn more about the fragility
of the ecosystem.

There is so much seaborne waste |
because of the increase in plastic use. \§

- -

g |
2"‘ The toxic sludge polluted the lake.

=3

Plastic is not biodegradable.
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Vocabulary

Consumer confidence in the economy is = S
rising.

t ® The particles are miniscule - you need a
‘6\’ < microscope to see them.

y 4

Do you really need that disposable cup?
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Disasters created by humans

The human impact on the planet is enormous.
Over the years, many environmental disasters
have highlighted the fragility of the natural
environment, and our own capacity for mistakes
and error.

One of the biggest disasters created by humans
wasn't an oil spill or an explosion. Over the past
decades, a small artificial island has been
growing into a continent.

Its name is the Great Pacific Garbage Patch and it

is made entirely of human waste and marine
debris.
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Disasters created by humans

Located in the North Pacific Ocean, the patch
shows the negative effects of human waste. The
floating island of rubbish is made up of
seaborne plastics, chemical sludge and other
debris formed as a result of ocean currents.

It is having a terrible impact on sea life and the
marine ecosystem.
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Disasters created by humans

The Great Pacific Garbage Patch was first discovered in the 1980s. The
floating island of human waste is formed due to the rotation of the
Earth and wind channels. This creates giant swirling ocean currents
which slowly bring together more and more of the rubbish in the sea.

Most of the rubbish in the ocean eventually ends up in the Great
Pacific Garbage Patch. It is difficult to estimate just how much plastic,
chemical waste and debris has been absorbed into this area.

One of the patches is estimated to be as large as the state of Texas.
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Fill the gaps

Fill in the gaps by scanning the text and using the vocabulary from the
lesson.

. - e Great Pacific
debris fragility procedure artificial Garbage Patch

Over the years, many major environmental disasters
have highlighted the of the natural
environment and our own capacity for mistakes and
error. Yet one of the biggest disasters created by
humans wasn't an oil spill, an explosion or a failure of
. Over the past decades, a small,

island has been growing into a
continent. Its name is the and it

consists entirely of human waste and marine
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Consequences

Pollution in the ocean has many consequences.
Explain some of them to your teacher.
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Explain

How did the Great Pacific Garbage Patch become so enormous?
Use the below vocabulary to help you.

sludge seaborne ecosystem

chemical debris rubbish

plastic wind currents
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Get ready to listen

The next few slides will focus on
training your listening comprehension
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Dictogloss

Your teacher is going to read an extract to you.
Write down what you hear them say.

Listen up!
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Solutions

The problem of the Great Pacific Garbage Patch is a big one with no
easy solutions.

You and your teacher are going to try!

Spend a few minutes coming up with a solution to the garbage

disaster in the Pacific. How would you go about cleaning it up if you

had the chance? (your teacher can do this too).
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Present your ideas

Present your idea to the teacher. Remember to speak slowly and
clearly.

After you have finished, listen to their idea.

Spend a few minutes coming up with a solution to the garbage
disaster in the Pacific. How would you go about cleaning it up if you

had the chance? (your teacher can do this too).

When you are ready present your ideas to each other.
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Give feedback

Give feedback to your teacher about their idea. Comment on two things you
liked about their solution, and mention any potential issues with their plan.

Listen carefully to the teacher’s feedback.

www.lingoda.com

Try to come up with a solution to the garbage
disaster in the Pacific. How would you go
about cleaning it up if you had the chance?

When you are ready, present your ideas to

each other.

Give and receive feedback.
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Disasters created by humans

The Great Pacific Garbage Patch is one of the
most shocking man-made disasters in history,
because it shows the limits to our systems and
wisdom. Sea creatures in this part of the Pacific
often have long and painful deaths as a result of
eating the floating plastics and waste. Our
disposable throwaway culture is in need of
desperate change. Some solutions have been
proposed to fix the broken natural system of the
ocean.
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Disasters created by humans

One Dutch group has a clever solution which
uses the ocean’s current to catch drifting plastics
on a screen, which can then be shipped back to
land for recycling. Efforts to clean the oceans of
plastics and waste are encouraging, but a lasting
solution requires a rethink of fundamental
questions about how our society operates.

Because so many foods and products are
wrapped in plastic, this is having ecological
consequences. Finding biodegradable
alternatives and plastic recycling programmes
are two possible strategies to slow this growing
disaster.
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Big questions

Respond to each of the questions below.
Share your opinion with your teacher.

\hat are thes Is the
equence prob
cof g this bt lem tog
OX\C plastic for &0 clean
o us? up?
If you eat seafood the In some parts of the
chances are you also eat Pacific there is more
poisonous old plastic. plastic than sea life!
\ do we stoP How can, We
\astic Solve th
jon? \ e
produc’( _\\ : ’SSUe?
We make a lot of money Rubbish in the ocean doesn’t
from plastic - people need just come from one country - it
it! is an international problem.
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Debate

Discuss the issues surrounding plastic use.

How do they contribute to the disaster in the North Pacific
Ocean?

failure to recycle plastic

plastic can absorb chemicals and toxins

plastic is not biodegradable
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Discuss each of the solutions and then rank them from best
to worst.

1. | think this
solution...

Why don’t we set up giant screens
We can just send out big boats in the right places to scoop the 2. In my opinion...

to clean up all of the plastic. plastic up - let the ocean current
do the work for us?

3. To me, this idea
is...

4. This opinion...

We should get experienced We could build sea-based
divers to get in there and platforms near the Garbage
clean it up the old fashioned Patch which are operated full

way. time by ocean cleaners.
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Reflect on the goals

Go back to the second slide of the lesson and check
if you have achieved all the goals of the lesson.
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Reflect on this lesson

Think about everything you have seen in this lesson.
What were the most difficult activities or words? The easiest?
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Unscramble the sentences

e a range of
eos many

~ON sealife ang || cpemicals:

As it takes sO the marine of thermn toxi¢
long to break ecosystem,
down it..
zf}e.floatmg islang
ast | -Mmost plasticis | sqop° Made up of
over the P 3 dumped in ch g’;qei Plastics,
decadss: landfill -
Sm e

Unsurpri§in8;yr . ...sludge and other fi "'eV_eﬂtuaIIy
= haVlngr debris formed as a Inds jts way to
derogatory result of ocean the oceans

effect... currents. :
O\;‘e'r the course ~artificial js|zng
Op;gsstl!fesf) an, grij.s been Before it comes
'€ also Ing into i
absorbs, . continent. d to restin the

Sed...
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Summarise

Summarise your learning from the lesson by answering the questions below.
1)What is the Great Pacific Garbage Patch?
2) How did it form?
3) What are some potential solutions to fix this man-made disaster?

1)
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About this material

This material is provided by

lingoda

lingoda \Who are we?
Cé%' Why learn English online?

Q0 what kinds of English classes do we offer?
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@ Who are our English teachers?

How do our English certificates work?

We also have a language blog!
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