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Goals 

■ Read and understand a 
factual text about 
multicultural London. 
 

■ Discuss straightforward 
opinions and comparisons 
related to multicultural 
cities. 
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London is one of the world‘s most 
colourful and lively cities. 

 
It has a long history of 

multiculturalism.  
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immigrant 

multicultural 

empire 

influx ethnic 

lively parade 

tolerant 

Vocabulary  
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Vocabulary 

Lots of big cities are very multicultural.  

Britain had a large empire in the 
nineteenth century. 

Immigrants often move to a country to 
find work.  

There is an influx of tourists to Spain 
every summer.  
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Vocabulary 

You can find lots of different ethnic 
food in the UK.  

Lots of festivals have a parade in the 
street. 

London is a lively city.  

Britain is tolerant of different religions.  

http://www.lingoda.com/
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All about London 

London is one of the world’s greatest 
multicultural cities and is often called a ‘melting 
pot’ of cultures. According to the latest census 
figures, more than one third of the population of 
London was born overseas and there are more 
than 300 languages spoken in the city. 
 
Immigrants have always been attracted to 
London, and seeing London as a multicultural city 
is nothing new. From Britain’s time at the head of 
a large empire, there was immigration from the 
colonies (or former colonies) from the mid-
eighteenth century until the late 1970s. In recent 
years, there has also been an influx of workers 
from Europe.  
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All about London 

The most significant ethnic minority groups in 
London are: Asians and British Asians, including 
Indians and Pakistanis. This is followed by people 
from Africa and the Caribbean, as well as those 
who are Black British. White migrants make up 
the third largest group. There are also many other 
ethnic groups in the capital. 
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All about London 

People from all over the world have brought themselves, their 
families, and their culture to live in London. Different areas of London 
are known for housing diverse nationalities. Walk from bustling 
Chinatown with its many restaurants, supermarkets and hanging 
lanterns, to lively Camden, known for Latin American culture. Take the 
bus through Brixton, which has Britain’s largest black community, on to 
colourful Brick Lane, home to many of Britain’s Bengalis. In north 
London, take a trip to Waltham where you can feel like you’ve stepped 
into Eastern Europe. 
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True or false? 

1. One third of the population of London was not born 
in Britain. 

2. There are more than 200 languages in London. 

3. Immigrants started coming to Britain from the 
colonies in the 17th century.  

4. Asians and British Asians make up the largest non-
white group in London. 

5. Camden is known for Latin American culture. 

TRUE FALSE 

6. Brick Lane is home to lots of Eastern Europeans. 

http://www.lingoda.com/


11 www.lingoda.com 

Why were these places mentioned in the text?  
Have you heard of any of them before? 

Places in London 

Camden Brixton 

Brick Lane Waltham 
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2 
3 
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Speaking 

Answer these questions with your classmates and teacher.  

Does your country see an influx of tourists during the year? 

Which neighbourhoods in your town or capital city would 

you describe as bustling or colourful? 

What is a melting-pot of cultures? Could any city in your 

country be described like that? 
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Does your country have a history of immigration?  
Where did people come from? 

Immigration in your country 
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All about London 

This mix of cultures has resulted in London being 
a very special place. You can eat almost any food 
that you want, with Ethiopian restaurants sitting 
next to Brazilian barbecues, and Korean 
restaurants around the next corner. 
One of the main things eaten in London, by 
Londoners, is curry, which first came from the 
Asian subcontinent but is now recognised as the 
UK’s national dish. There are also many markets 
in London serving a variety of food, two of the 
best being Borough Market and Camden. 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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All about London 

London is also home to a lot of festivals, bringing 
traditions from all over the world to life. The 
Notting Hill Carnival is held every year in August 
and attracts over one million people. The 
parades and street parties are led by the capital’s 
West Indian community and it is one of the most 
significant events in London’s calendar. No less 
important is Chinese New Year, when London 
sees the biggest celebrations outside China. 
Held in Chinatown, it is full of music, food, 
dancing - and of course dragons! The Hindu 
festival of Diwali, celebrated every year with a 
party in Trafalgar Square, includes yoga, and 
henna artists. Music always plays a huge part in 
the city’s multicultural calendar, with many 
festivals taking place in Hyde Park.  

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Vocabulary 

Find these words in the text. Do you know what they mean? 
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Festivals 

Have you been to any of the festivals mentioned in the text?  
Would you like to? 

Notting Hill Carnival Chinese New Year 

Hyde Park Music Festival Diwali 
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Food 

Do restaurants in your 
country serve a variety of 

food?  
Which restaurants are 

most popular? 
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All about London 

The architecture of London also shows its 
multicultural history. The Shard, London’s tallest 
building, is in the centre of the city and was 
designed by an Italian architect. The Neasden 
Hindu Temple is a beautiful and peaceful building 
with wonderful examples of Indian 
craftsmanship. The instantly recognisable Tate 
Modern building was designed by Swiss 
architects. It is definitely true that London would 
not look like it does today without architects from 
all over the world. 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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All about London 

Living in a multicultural city such as London 
allows us to meet people from all parts of the 
world, to talk to them and to get to know other 
cultures better. Londoners are considered to be 
some of the most tolerant people in the world, 
and the multiculturalism in the city has played a 
large part in that. 

We are tolerant! 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Architecture 

What does the 
text say about 

these buildings? 

The Neasden 
Hindu Temple 
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Do you know the buildings 
mentioned in the text?  
Do you know any other 

buildings in London?  
What do you know about the 
architecture of your own city? 

Architecture 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Make a list as a class, or individually, of all the good things 
about living in a multicultural city. 

Advantages of a multicultural city 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Do you live in a multicultural city?  
Would you like to? 

Your city 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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a b c 

Dictogloss 

Your teacher is going to read some text that you are familiar with. 
What are the main ideas? 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Go back to the second slide of the lesson and check 
 if you have achieved all the goals of the lesson. 

yes no 

_______________________________ 

_______________________________ 

_______________________________ 

_______________________________ 

Reflect on the goals 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Think about everything you have seen in this lesson. 
What were the most difficult activities or words? The easiest? 

+ 
+ 

– 
– If you have time, go over  

the most difficult slides again 

_______________________________ 

_______________________________ 

_______________________________ 

_______________________________ 

_______________________________ 

_______________________________ 

_______________________________ 

_______________________________ 

Reflect on this lesson 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Activity p. 10 
1. T, 2. F, 3. F, 4. T, 5. T, 6. F  

Answer key 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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This mix of cultures has resulted in London being a very special place. You can 
eat almost any food that you want, with Ethiopian restaurants sitting next to 
Brazilian barbecues, and Korean restaurants around the next corner. One of 
the main things eaten in London, by Londoners, is curry, which first came 
from the Asian subcontinent but was adapted to British tastes and is now 
recognised as one of the UK’s national dishes. There are also many markets in 
London serving a variety of food, two of the best being Borough Market and 
Camden. 
 
London is also home to a lot of festivals, bringing traditions from all over the 
world to life. The Notting Hill Carnival is held every year in August and attracts 
over one million people. The parades and street parties are led by the capital’s 
West Indian community and it is one of the most significant events in 
London’s calendar. No less important is Chinese New Year, when London sees 
the biggest celebrations outside China. Held in Chinatown, it is full of music, 
food, dancing - and of course dragons! The Hindu festival of Diwali is 
celebrated every year with a party in Trafalgar Square includes yoga, and 
henna artists. Music always plays a huge part in the city’s multicultural 
calendar, with many festivals taking place in Hyde Park.  

Transcription 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Homework 
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London is a very _______________ city. It has a 
long history of  _______________ and this 
means that people with lots of different  
_______________ backgrounds live there. 
Many of London’s neighbourhoods are very  
_______________ and you can find all kinds of 
restaurants there. People from London are  
usually _______________ of other people from 
different countries and cultures, and all 
kinds of people enjoy going to different 
cultures’ festivals and  ______________. 

tolerant 

immigration 

multicultural 

ethnic 

lively 

parades 

Fill in the gaps 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Write a text of about 80 words about a multicultural city in your 
country. Use the vocabulary to help you. 

Writing 

ethnic multicultural 

colourful immigrant 

architecture variety 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Homework answer key 

Activity p. 31 
multicultural, immigration, ethnic, lively, tolerant, parades 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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