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Goals 

■ Can maintain a discussion 
about social media privacy 
and security. 
 

■ Can provide and seek 
straightforward opinions 
related to social media. 
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Social media has revolutionised the 
way we take in information and 
communicate with each other. 

 
There are more sources of news than 
ever before, and information can go 

viral incredibly quickly. 
 

At the same time, many voices have 
raised concerns about privacy.  
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What are some well-known 
social media platforms that 

you, or your friends, use 
regularly? 

Warm-up discussion 
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Discuss the different places where you can get access to news.  

News media 

television internet 

print media 
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information 

Information is more accessible than ever before with the availability of the 
internet. 

http://www.lingoda.com/


7 www.lingoda.com 

opinion 

Do you agree with the opinion stated in the article? 
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newspaper 

It is a very popular local newspaper. 
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media 

The story was released on all major media platforms. 
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Social network 

Many people these days access the news through their social network. 
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blog 

I follow a very interesting blog about climate change. 
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reliable 

Are you sure that is a reliable source of news? 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Sentences 

Where did you find that information? 

Media is big business in today’s 
technologically innovative world. 

What is your opinion on the 
construction of the new dam? 

I can’t stand the style of that 
newspaper. 
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Sentences  

Social networks have a range of 
benefits and drawbacks for users. 

Maintaining a blog can be a very 
profitable venture. 

How much of your news do you read 
online? 

That website is not a reliable source of 
information. 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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News media 

Read the article about news media below.  
Ask the teacher if you need help with any vocabulary. 

News media has been transformed in the last decade 
by the appearance of new forms of media online. 
Many social networks provide personalised news 
through their users’ feeds. Rather than a traditional 
newspaper or journalist, social media works as a 
platform to source news stories from a range of 
sources online – blogs, opinions and audiovisual 
content. 

 
Users of social media can reproduce content by 
sharing or posting it on other sites. This can cause a 
topic to go viral, spreading quickly across the web.  

http://www.lingoda.com/
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News media 

Read the article about news media below.  
Ask the teacher if you need help with any vocabulary. 

However, there are many drawbacks to 
consuming news through social networks. 
Research suggests that people who consume 
their news media through social networks are 
less likely to have a face-to-face conversation 
about the topics and issues. Others have 
concerns about the reliability of information 
shared on the web. 
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Discuss each of the questions below. 

Respond to the questions 

Where do you normally read news? 

Do you normally go directly to the 
source of a piece of news? 

Do you think it is reliable to read news 
on a social network? 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Talk about the pros and cons of reading news on social 
networks.  

Write your own opinion. Do you trust news on social networks? 
Try to write in full sentences using vocabulary from the lesson. 

Your opinion 
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source 

What source do you get your news from? 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Post can be used as a verb, meaning to publish something in an online 
forum or social network. 

As a noun it refers to something that has been published online. 

Did you read Mary’s post yesterday morning? 
I decided to post the photographs from our trip to Thailand. 

post (noun) post (verb) 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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reproduce 

The ability to reproduce media online has led to greater interaction with 
news stories. 
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viral 

The news story went viral after it was shared online. 
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privacy 

David doesn‘t share too many photos on social networks –he is concerned 
about his privacy. 
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security 

Oversharing your personal information on the internet can affect your 
personal security. 
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Sentences 

Check the source before you reproduce 
that suspicious link online. 

The thread went viral after it was 
posted on the platform. 

Are you concerned about online 
security? 

Carefully considering your privacy 
online is a necessity. 
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Social networks encourage their users to share as much as possible 
about what they like and the things they get up to each day. 

Write a list of the advantages that come with sharing so much 
information online. 

What’s your opinion? 

increased connectivity 

richer relationships 

easier to plan and organise social gatherings 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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objective 

They undertook an objective study of the disease. 
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subjective 

Personal taste is a subjective thing. 
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Sentences 

Internet privacy should be taken 
incredibly seriously. 

Your opinion is subjective. 

An objective study about grocery prices 
was undertaken by the government. 
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Talking about internet privacy 

What are some of the advantages and disadvantages of sharing so much 

information online? 

Social networks are meant to share content with people you care about. Do 

you think they are used for this purpose nowadays? 

What do you think about people who post pictures of their holidays publicly 

on a social network so that anyone can see them? 

What steps do you think people could take to protect their online privacy? 

Respond to the people below about internet privacy. 
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You are giving a seminar on how to protect your online privacy. 
Present a short speech to your audience covering the following 
questions. 

• What are some steps people can take to protect their online 
privacy?  

• What can internet users do to reduce the risks of identity 
theft? 

• Outline some safe guidelines for social media use. 

Role play 

risk of identity theft limiting your online 
presence password complexity privacy settings 
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Do you think the use of social 
networks is beneficial for 

humanity? 
 

Discuss the pros and cons. 

Big question 
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You have discussed the question: Do you think the use of social 
networks is beneficial for humanity? 

Now, write down 3 reasons for or against social media and 
present this to your classmates and teacher.  

Present your ideas 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Go back to the second slide of the lesson and check 
 if you have achieved all the goals of the lesson. 

yes no 

_______________________________ 

_______________________________ 

_______________________________ 

_______________________________ 

Reflect on the goals 

http://www.lingoda.com/


35 www.lingoda.com 

Think about everything you have seen in this lesson. 
What were the most difficult activities or words? The easiest? 

+ 
+ 

– 
– If you have time, go over  

the most difficult slides again 

_______________________________ 

_______________________________ 

_______________________________ 

_______________________________ 

_______________________________ 

_______________________________ 

_______________________________ 

_______________________________ 

Reflect on this lesson 
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Homework 
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1. News media has been transformed in the last decade 
by the appearance of new forms of media 
_______________. 

2. Users of social media can _______________ content by 
sharing or posting it on other sites  

3. Jeremy made a thoughtful _______________ on his social 
media profile. 

4. Research suggests that people consume their news 
media through _________________ are less likely to have 
a face-to-face conversation about the topics and 
issues.  

5. The video went _______________ after he shared it 
online. 

6. Others have concerns about the _______________ of 
information shared on the web. 

7. Josie maintained a popular _______________ about digital 
photography. 

8. He was cautious about sharing his _______________ 
details on the social network. 

9. Be cautious about the _______________ you share online. 

private 

reproduce 

social 
networks 

reliability 

information 

blog 

online 

viral 

post 

Homework 
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–          □        × 

You are the IT manager in busy office. Write an e-mail to your 
colleagues in the HR department reminding them about the 

importance of following internet privacy regulations. Outline 
the risks and communicate good practice. 

Write an e-mail 

To: HR Department 

Subject: Online security 

Hi _______________ 
 
Just a reminder about the importance of protecting your privacy on the office 
network. 

http://www.lingoda.com/


39 www.lingoda.com 

Homework answer key 

Exercise p.37 
 1. online, 2. reproduce, 3. post, 4. social networks, 5. viral, 6. reliability, 7. blog, 8. 
private, 9. information 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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                Who are we? 
 
Why learn English online? 

What kinds of English classes do we offer? 

Who are our English teachers? 

How do our English certificates work? 

We also have a language blog! 

This material is provided by 
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