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Goals

■ Can provide a simple 
explanation of when 
articles should be used.

■ Can accurately form 
straightforward sentences 
using a or an, the or no 
article. 
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Are you looking forward to a great 
lesson?

Are you focused and prepared to do an
excellent job?

Let‘s learn about the use of articles in 
the English language!
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What do you already know about 
articles?

Discuss
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After a poor night of sleep, a cup of 
coffee can be very useful.

I slept poorly last night so the cup of 
coffee was very useful.

■ Articles are used in English to define nouns as either specific or not.

■ The first sentence below uses the article a. It could be any night and any cup of 
coffee. 

■ The second sentence is about a specific night of bad sleep and a specific cup 
of coffee. Here we use the article the.

Articles
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Can I have a banana?

Jeremy is a pilot.

We use the article a in the following circumstances:

■ It comes before a countable noun beginning with a consonant.
■ When there is more than one of something and which one is unimportant.

■ With jobs and occupations.

Review: a – indefinite article
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Review: a – indefinite article

■ We also use a when talking about objects or ideas for the first time.

My cousin lives in a house in San 
Francisco.

I bought a suit last week.

She is applying for a new job.



8www.lingoda.com 8

Can I have an orange from the fruit 
bowl, please?

Jessica is an architect.

The article an is used in the same way as a, with one important difference:

■ We use an when the word following the article starts with a vowel.

Review: an – indefinite article
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Review: an – indefinite article

■ Take care, though! If a word begins with a y sound, use a, rather than an.

She goes to a university in London.
I paid a euro to park my car.
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Review: the – definite article

The article the is also used before nouns, with one important difference.

■ When there is only one unique object or idea.
■ With countries that are groups of islands or states.

The present I got from Georgia was so good.
Did you see the cake I left in the kitchen?

Pablo comes from the United States.
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Review: the – definite article

■ We also use the when the object is already known and we talk about it 
again.

My cousin lives in an old house in San 
Fransico. The house is worth a lot of
money.

I bought a new suit and a briefcase last 
week. The suit fits me really well.

She is applying for a new job at the
moment. The job is in New York.



12www.lingoda.com

____________________________________________________

____________________________________________________

____________________________________________________

____________________________________________________

____________________________________________________

____________________________________________________

____________________________________________________

____________________________________________________

Add the correct article to these sentences

Can you get me the book over 
there?

3. David is one of _______________ 
best students in _______________ 
class.

4. ________________ newest model 
is usually ________________ most 
expensive.

5. Have you ever visited 
________________ UK?

2. Do you have _______________ 
idea?

1. Can you get me _______________ 
book over there?



13www.lingoda.com 13

I visited Spain recently.

Music is important to many people.

Some things require no article for correct expression in English.

■ For most towns, cities, countries and continents (there are some exceptions 
to this, like the UK).

■ To talk about people or things in general.

No article
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General Specific

My child enjoys school. The school hired a new headteacher.

She has been in hospital since 
Tuesday. Are you at the hospital now?

I’m looking forward to starting 
university. I work for the university in town.

■ We don’t use an article when we talk about public spaces in general and what 
they are used for.

■ We use school, prison, hospital, college, university and church in this way.

■ We still need to use the when we talk about a specific school, prison etc.

No article
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Article or no article?

■ Look at these pairs of examples. Can you explain the difference?

Pizza isn’t very healthy.

Has the pizza arrived yet?

Music makes Faye happy.

The music at the wedding made Faye 
happy.
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I speak Mandarin.

The student writes with intelligence.

Certain words leave out the article altogether. This includes:

■ Nouns which are more abstract: creativity, happiness, lunch
■ Subjects of knowledge: science, history
■ Sports and languages: tennis, Farsi, French

Leaving out articles
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No article or article?

2. My trip to the Germany was amazing.

3. Did you go on motorbike tour in the Highlands?

4. That band is full of the creativity.

1. Let’s go out for a dinner.

Have a look at the sentences below. Can you spot the mistakes?

5. I studied the English with Lingoda.
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Articles

5. He’s extremely funny guy.

2. I would like apple.
6. Computer I bought last week is 
amazing.

7. Director is a very interesting 
person.

4. Extreme weather lashed the coast 
of UK.

8. I went to the Manchester last 
week.

3. June is doctor with the Red Cross.

1. It’s bird. It’s plane!

Add or remove articles from the sentences below, as necessary.
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Definite article or indefinite article?

definite article indefinite article

Categorise the sentences and fragments according to whether they use 
the definite or indefinite article.

Remember to bring 
the gift tomorrow.

Do you have a 
hammer?

It is the most 
delicious curry I 
have ever tried.

Have you ever seen 
a giraffe?

The giraffe was so 
beautiful…

Where did you put 
the hammer?

Remember to bring 
a gift tomorrow.

I would love a hot 
dog.
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________________________________________

________________________________________

________________________________________

________________________________________

________________________________________

________________________________________

________________________________________

________________________________________

________________________________________

________________________________________

Rewrite these sentences using the correct article

3. A Pope greeted the crowd of 
pilgrims.

4. I saw an ghost walking down 
the corridor!

5. The Fraser Island is the 
largest sand island in the 
world.

2. The Shaun put his gym bag in 
the locker.

1. It was a extremely 
uncomfortable experience.
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Replace the possessive pronouns with articles in the sentences 
below. Do you see a pattern?

Articles and possessive pronouns

Have you seen 
our house?

I arrived at my 
yoga class.

The sun set 
over his garden.

Its dress code is 
very strict.

Her face was 
one I won’t 

forget!

Their adventure 
came to a sad 

end.
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Do you want help?

Can I have a bottle of water?

Some things are difficult or impossible to count. We call these things uncountable
nouns. 
■ We do not use indefinite articles with uncountable nouns.

■ Indefinite articles are only used with singular countable nouns.
■ Some examples of uncountable nouns are milk, water, money and sand.

Indefinite articles and uncountable nouns
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Indefinite articles and uncountable nouns

■ You can modify uncountable nouns with the word some in place of an article.

We have some time before the meeting. 
Would you like some food?

Our campaign needs some creativity. 

Shall we put some music on?

I had some difficulty finishing the 
project.
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Explain the correct use of each of the following forms of article 
to the teacher.

Explain

indefinite article

definite article

uncountable nouns
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Describe what is happening in each of the pictures using the 
knowledge you have gained in this lesson.

Let’s talk!

The woman is…

The family of 5 are…
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Go back to the second slide of the lesson and check
if you have achieved all the goals of the lesson.

yes no

_______________________________

_______________________________

_______________________________

_______________________________

Reflect on the goals
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Think about everything you have seen in this lesson.
What were the most difficult activities or words? The easiest?

+
+

–
– If you have time, go over 

the most difficult slides again

_______________________________

_______________________________

_______________________________

_______________________________

_______________________________

_______________________________

_______________________________

_______________________________

Reflect on this lesson
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Exercise p. 12
2. an;3. the, the; 4. the; 5. the 

Exercise p. 17
1. Let’s go out for dinner.
2. My trip to Germany was amazing.
3. Did you go on a motorbike tour in the Highlands?
4. That band is full of creativity.
5. I studied Englishwith Lingoda.

Exercise p. 18
1. It’s a bird. It’s aplane!
2. I would like an apple.
3. June is a doctor with the Red Cross.
4. Extreme weather lashed the coast of theUK.
5. He’s anextremely funny guy.
6. The computer I bought last week is amazing.
7. The director is a very interesting person.
8. I went to Manchesterlast week.

Answer key (1/2)
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Exercise p. 19
Definite article: 
The giraffe was so beautiful…
Remember to bring thegift tomorrow.
Where did you put thehammer?
It is themost delicious curry I have ever tried.

Indefinite article:
Remember to bring a gift tomorrow. 
Do you have a hammer? 
I would lovea hot dog.
Have you ever seen a giraffe? 

Exercise p. 20
1. It was an extremely uncomfortable experience. 
2. Shaun put the gym bag in his locker. 
3. The Pope greeted the crowd of pilgrims. 
4. I saw a ghost walking down the corridor. 
5. Fraser Island is the largest sand island. 

Exercise p. 21
All possessive pronouns replaced with definite article the

Answer key (2/2)



30www.lingoda.com

Homework
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A

effortukulele

An

A or an?

orangeeagle

Europeanalley

turtle

wheel

afternoon

image

flower

gorilla
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– □ ×

Write to your friend and tell them what you did last weekend. 
Try to use as many definite and indefinite articles as possible.

I had an amazing weekend!

myfriend@lingoda.mail

Subject: Last weekend

Dear Lucy,

I had an amazing weekend, I…
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Homework answer key 

Exercise p. 35
A: gorilla, turtle, flower, wheel, ukulele, European
An: image, eagle, orange, effort, alley, afternoon   
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Who are we?

Why learn English online?

What kinds of English classes do we offer?

Who are our English teachers?

How do our English certificates work?

We also have a language blog!

This material is provided by

About this material
Find out more atwww.lingoda.com


