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Goals 

■ Can read and understand a 
fictional text about modern 
dating. 
 

■ Can make straightforward 
comparisons between 
dating 20 years ago and 
today. 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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They say nothing is more difficult than 
the world of dating. 

 
The newest and most novel way to 
find love is through a screen – the 

world of dating is constantly changing 
with the times. 

 
The world of dating apps promises the 

world – but does it deliver? 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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profile 

public 

decline 

face-to-face keep an open 
mind 

chatroom 

Vocabulary review 

private 
message 

blind date 

in person 

accept 
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Sentences 

She enjoyed reading the private 
message. 

Accept my friend request please! 

After some chat, they decided to meet 
face-to-face. 

I am afraid I will have to decline your 
offer. 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Sentences 

Be honest, what do you think of this 
picture? 

You are lucky to have such a thoughtful 
partner. 

Dates can be difficult to arrange. 

I like to keep an open mind when it 
comes to new experiences. 

http://www.lingoda.com/


7 www.lingoda.com 

Dating on social networks 

Katie approached the restaurant. She was 
nervous, but she tried to keep an open mind. 
Using an app to help her find a date was 
something she never thought she would end up 
trying. Her friends called her old-fashioned, but 
she always found the first impressions when 
meeting someone face-to-face were an 
important part of attraction. She thought 
something was lost behind a screen. 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Dating on social networks 

Her housemate decided to put her on the dating 
app – she was always using it, telling Katie stories 
about all her dates! They created a profile 
together and had a lot of fun choosing pictures. It 
didn’t take long for Katie to be gazing with 
curiosity at a range of potential partners. At 
first she felt guilty when she pressed the decline 
button. While Steve looked friendly, he didn’t 
attract her in a physical sense. She quickly 
forgot about Steve as the private messages 
began to fill up her inbox! 

Private messages were 
soon filling her inbox.  

http://www.lingoda.com/


9 www.lingoda.com 

Dating on social networks 

Carlos quickly won her over with his witty messages and jokes. She 
pressed accept and was impressed by the photos of him hiking in the 
mountains and travelling the world. She decided to be honest and tell 
him she’d never tried online dating before. He was understanding and 
said they should arrange something casual. She was excited and had 
butterflies in her stomach! 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Have you ever tried online dating or a dating app before? 
How was the experience? 

If not, what is your opinion on the use of dating apps? 

Online dating 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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What do you know about computer dating sites or apps? 
Use the vocabulary below to assist you.  

Brainstorm more vocabulary. 

Brainstorm vocabulary 

dating sites 
and apps 

profile 

chatroom 

casual 

search 

private 
message 

block 

settings 

attract public online 
security 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Identify the vocabulary which appeared in the text. 
Use each of them in a new sentence. 

Make sentences 

profile attract impressed 

casual curiosity accept 

witty honest decline 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Dating on social networks 

When he tapped her on the shoulder she nearly 
jumped in the air. As Katie turned around she 
couldn’t stop the look of disbelief that flashed 
across her face. The scruffy and slightly 
overweight man was definitely not the dashing 
figure she remembered from his profile picture! 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Dating on social networks 

Katie looked with a glazed smile across the table, 
nodding occasionally. This was real life. Carlos 
was explaining how to get the best selfies on 
mountain hikes. It didn’t look like he had hiked a 
mountain in his life! How did she end up in this 
situation? 

Are we really talking 
about selfies? 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Dating on social networks 

She remembered that going out on dates had always resulted in her 
feeling a little disappointed. This was different though. She felt more 
like she was on a blind date than an online one.  
  
As she gave Carlos a hug and said goodbye, Katie felt good. It had been 
a pleasant enough evening at the restaurant, and though she knew 
she would never see Carlos again, they had managed to share a few 
laughs and learned they had a few things in common. She had tried 
something new and it made her feel empowered. 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Answer the questions about the story below. 

Responding to the narrative 

Did Katie enjoy her date? 

Describe Carlos to the teacher. Was he 
what Katie expected from the dating 

app? 

Have you ever been on a date like the 
one outlined in the story? 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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What are these phrases referring to in the story?  

Discuss 

she felt guilty 
when she 

pressed the 
decline button 

quickly changing 
expectations and 

potential 
disappointment 

Katie looked 
with a glazed 

smile across the 
table 

having done so 
made her feel 
empowered 

disbelief flashed across her face 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Write a letter about the pros and cons of dating online and 
using technology to meet new people. 

Consider using evidence from Katie’s story. 

Letter 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Dating on social networks 

The world of dating has changed a lot in the last 
twenty years. With the rise of social media and 
apps which are dedicated to dating, the search 
for love has never been easier. Yet while it may be 
better for some people to find a date with the aid 
of technology, many find online dating makes it 
harder to feel a sense of connection. 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Dating on social networks 

Sometimes, what people claim on their profile 
might not reflect reality. While it is easy to 
project an image in a chatroom from behind a 
screen, it is much harder to do so in real life. 

Who is really behind 
the screen? 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Dating on social networks 

Many argue that technology is changing the way we form 
relationships. The roulette-like nature of many of these apps seem 
to encourage short-term relationships, giving us more freedom than 
ever in our romantic lives. There is no doubt that online dating can be 
miserable for some, but it is here to stay! 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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You have come across the following profile pictures on a dating app. 
Discuss what kind of assumptions you have about the person in the 

picture. Would you match with them? 
What do you think a date with one of these people would be like? 

Describe 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Create your own profile 

Discuss what a good dating profile includes with the teacher. 

Try to create a profile that honestly reflects your personality.  

Write a paragraph about you that summarises your 
personality, sense of humour and what you might be 
looking for in the world of dating. 
 
Some of the contributing factors may include:  
• Biography  
• Hobbies 
• Attention grabbing headline 
• Highlight your positives 
• An inspirational quote 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Talk about the areas below with your teacher. 
What steps can you take to keep safe on dating platforms? 

Dating platforms 

settings 

be in control of arrangements 

stay in touch with others 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Date night 

You’re going on a date tonight! Lucky you! 
 
As you undertake the role play, try to be interesting and 
charming. You could even tell a few jokes! 
 
Your teacher will pick one of the characters below. Can you guess 
who they are? 

James Emma Elena Joshua 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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a b c 

Dictogloss 

Your teacher is going to read an extract to you.  
Write down what you hear them say.  

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Go back to the second slide of the lesson and check 
 if you have achieved all the goals of the lesson. 

yes no 

_______________________________ 

_______________________________ 

_______________________________ 

_______________________________ 

Reflect on the goals 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Think about everything you have seen in this lesson. 
What were the most difficult activities or words? The easiest? 

+ 
+ 

– 
– If you have time, go over  

the most difficult slides again 

_______________________________ 

_______________________________ 

_______________________________ 

_______________________________ 

_______________________________ 

_______________________________ 

_______________________________ 

_______________________________ 

Reflect on this lesson 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Online dating was once seen to be for those who had lost all 
hope. This is no longer the case. Finding romance and partners 
online has hit the mainstream! Digital dating looks like it is here 
to stay. 
 
With the assistance of apps and partner profiles, single people 
can assess and judge their partners before they have even met. 
Search functions allow romance seekers to select potential dates, 
based on their lifestyle choices and beliefs, in the hope of 
maximising the chances of finding that romantic spark. 
 
This technology is slowly changing the way that dating works. 
With the spread of smartphones and the means of accessing 
social networks constantly, the trend seems to be only just 
getting started. 

Transcription 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Homework 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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–          □        × 

Write an email you your friend about an online date you have 
been on before. 

If you would prefer, you can write an email from Katie about 
her date with Carlos. 

Write an e-mail about a date 

To: Jo 

Subject: My date last night 

Dear Jo 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Write a summary of how dating apps have changed in the last 
20 years. 

Aim for 2 – 3 paragraphs. 
Try to use vocabulary from the lesson below. 

Writing about online dating 

attract partner 

profile private 
message 

accept arrange 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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                Who are we? 
 
Why learn English online? 

What kinds of English classes do we offer? 

Who are our English teachers? 

How do our English certificates work? 

We also have a language blog! 

This material is provided by 
 
 
 
 

About this material 
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