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Goals 

■ Can accurately use new 
vocabulary related to 
journalism in conversation. 
 

■ Can make straightforward 
comparisons between 
digital media and print 
media.  
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Journalism is a profession with a wide 
range of forms and its own distinct 

language. 
 

What separates celebrity journalism 
from investigative journalism? What 

is a scoop or the tabloid press? 
 

Read on and soon you’ll be an expert 
in the language of journalism. 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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What different forms can 
journalism take? 

 
Discuss with the teacher. 

Warm-up discussion 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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scoop 

byline 

tabloid 

reliable misleading 

impartial 

Vocabulary review slide 

gossip 

spread 

biased 

hoax 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Sentences slide 

You are very talented at finding a 
timely scoop. 

Gossip columns are full of the usual 
rumours and undeveloped stories. 

Do you really think a story published in 
that paper is reliable? 

You can find the journalist’s name in 
the  byline. 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Sentences slide 

The judge was impartial in his 
sentence. 

The story was revealed to have been a 
hoax all along. 

The tabloid headline was shocking and 
outrageous. 

The title of the article is slightly 
misleading – the story is not really 

about meditation. 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Forms of journalism: digital 

■ Digital journalism is also known as online journalism and is distributed on 
the internet.  

■ Digital journalism can take many forms such as text, audio, video or 
interactive. content  

■ Digital journalism can enable a deeper connection with readers. 

Digital journalism is: 

■ cheaper to produce 

■ provides a greater number of news 
sources 

■ less reliable. Many online news 
sources are unreliable or fake 

■ able to be accessed by any device 
with online connectivity. 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Forms of journalism: print 

■ Print media is one of the oldest forms of journalism. In recent times, and with 
the closure of many big newspapers and magazines, print media is considered 
to be in decline.  

Print journalism is: 

■ often more concise in its style 

■ in decline 

■ considered more authoritative 

■ traditionally more in-depth with 
content matter. 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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investigative journalism 

The journalist was an expert in reporting on social problems, making great 
contributions to investigative journalism. 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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celebrity journalism 

What dramatic story will they come up with next in the world of celebrity 
journalism? 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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fashion journalism 

You will go to Milan to cover the latest styles in our fashion journalism 
section. 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Talk about some of the ways we can access news. 
Do you think that each type of journalism fulfils a role? 

Ways to access news 

Print: newspaper, magazines, etc. 

Digital: internet, social networks, etc. 

Other: broadcasting, word of mouth, 
etc. 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Do you think print media is more reliable than digital media? 

Print media vs digital media 

social status accessibility 

reliability 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Many have claimed that digital journalism is more democratic and 
accessible. Others believe it is harder to find trustworthy news sources 

than ever before. 
What do you think? Debate with the teacher using one of the 

arguments below to support your position.  

Debate 

The decline of 
traditional print 

media has made it 
harder to find 

legitimate news. 

The variety of 
voices offered by 
digital journalism 

leaves news 
readers spoilt for 

choice. 

Traditional print 
media has a very 
limited role today 
– the future is all 

digital. 

There is a place in the world for both traditional print 
media and digital news. 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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hoax A story or claim that is proven to be made up or fictitious. 

tabloid A form of journalism that is sensational and lightweight.  
Also a printing format. 

broadsheet The largest format of newspaper, folding out into a two-page spread. 

feature A feature article is written to entertain and contains elements of a story to 
capture a reader’s attention. 

The language of journalism 

broadcasting The transmission of news media by radio or television. 

byline A short section under the headline which summarises the message of the 
article and gives information about the author. 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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scoop 

He has a talent for finding a good scoop. 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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byline 

You can get a quick summary of the article in the byline. 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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tabloid 

You are not going to find anything of great depth in a tabloid newspaper. 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Sentences slide 

That is a really great scoop! 

Tabloid headlines are designed to 
appeal to the most basic of emotions. 

Look for the information in the byline. 

The broadcast will be over in five 
minutes. 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Match terms and definitions 

byline 

Match the journalism genres and vocabulary with the correct 
definition. 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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“ “ 

“ “ 
Read the quotes below and respond to one of them. 

Respond to the quotes 

The news is refreshing itself in the background in a 
repeating 24 hour cycle. In the past, the newspaper was a 

morning ritual, now news is always demanding your 
attention! 

Many hoped that digital journalism would become even 
more transparent and accountable. Given that the word of 

the year for 2017 was fake news the world of journalism 
still has a way to go. 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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You are the editor of a tabloid paper. Unfortunately, 
your customers are losing interest and sales of the 
print magazine are decreasing each year. 

What do you need to do to increase your readership?  

The teacher will play your business manager, talk to 
them about the ways you can increase the popularity 
of your tabloid magazine and survive in the digital 
age. 

Role play 

Here are some ideas to help you get started 

Different topics? Change the magazine’s 
style? Expand online? Lower the cost of 

subscriptions? 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Issues surrounding journalism: press reliability 

■ With the rise of news media on social networks, and the increase in unverified 
news sources on the internet, the reliability of news media is becoming more 
difficult to judge.  

Professional journalists are 
transparent.  

Many digital news platforms are less 
than honest with the articles they 
provide.  

Other sites may seem trustworthy and 
professional on the surface but 
actually spread lies for their own gain. 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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transparency 

They are a professional news organisation and value transparency and 
good practice. 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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rumour 

The rumour spread quickly throughout the office. 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Sentences slide 

That story was revealed as a hoax. 

You can tell from the tone and style 
that this author is extremely biased. 

Try to keep an impartial voice as a 
professional journalist. 

The headline is slightly misleading. 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Investigative journalism often focuses on social problems, 
revealing issues and communicating them to the public. 
What topics might qualify for investigative journalism? 

Investigative journalism 

high housing 
prices war and conflict 

your next 
holiday 

destination 

toxic spill the love life of a 
famous actress politics 

how a new diet 
could change 

your life 

protests against 
a ruling 

government 

the results of a 
local football 

match 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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You are an investigative reporter based in your city or town. 
Write a short article investigating a social problem or crime. 

Aim for 150 words. 

Investigative journalist 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Go back to the second slide of the lesson and check 
 if you have achieved all the goals of the lesson. 

yes no 

_______________________________ 

_______________________________ 

_______________________________ 

_______________________________ 

Reflect on the goals 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Think about everything you have seen in this lesson. 
What were the most difficult activities or words? The easiest? 

+ 
+ 

– 
– If you have time, go over  

the most difficult slides again 

_______________________________ 

_______________________________ 

_______________________________ 

_______________________________ 

_______________________________ 

_______________________________ 

_______________________________ 

_______________________________ 

Reflect on this lesson 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Exercise p. 21.  
Feature - An extended piece which blends news, storytelling and detail to appeal to 
its audience.  
Investigative journalism - A type of journalism that aims to highlight social issues 
and bring awareness to the public. 
Byline - A printed line of text summarising the story and providing the author’s 
name. 
Broadcasting - The transmission of news media to radio or television. 
Hoax - A story deliberately crafted to mislead or deceive its audience. 
Celebrity journalism - Focuses on the private lives of rich and famous celebrities and 
is associated with the tabloid press. 

Answer key 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Homework 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Pros and cons 

Print Digital 

Summarise the advantages and disadvantages of print and 
digital journalism learned in the lesson. 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Make a list of all the new vocabulary you have learnt in this 
lesson with their definitions.  

Vocabulary 

Tabloid 
A form of journalism 

that is sensational 
and lightweight.  
Also a printing 

format. 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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                Who are we? 
 
Why learn English online? 

What kinds of English classes do we offer? 

Who are our English teachers? 

How do our English certificates work? 

We also have a language blog! 

This material is provided by 
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