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Goals 

■ Can provide a description 
of a place using a range of 
adjectives. 
 

■ Can accurately select the 
correct prepositions for a 
range of straightforward 
sentences.  
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Which city am I describing? 
 

There are modern buildings and 
traditional ones. Some areas are 

bustling and crowded, but there are 
some peaceful parks. There are lots of 

red buses and a huge palace. 
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Preview and warm-up 

■ In this lesson you are going to learn how to describe places, and practise using 
prepositions correctly. 

The castle is on the hill.  
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After the noun Before the noun 

This city is crowded. This is a crowded city.  

This place is very touristy. This is a very touristy place. 

The village is tiny. It is a tiny village. 

The museum is really interesting. It is an interesting museum. 

■ Adjectives can come before and after the noun.  
■ If they come before a noun there is often an article there too.  

Placement of adjectives 
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■ Adjectives always come in a certain order in English.  
■ Below is a table to show the most important adjectives when describing places.  

Order of adjectives 

Opinion Size Age 

beautiful tiny old 

ugly huge modern 

interesting large new 

fascinating small ancient 
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A 

B 

Unscramble the sentences  

It is a 

far from any 
towns. 
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____________________________________________________

____________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________

____________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________

____________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________

____________________________________________________ 

Transform the sentences so the adjective comes before or 
after the noun 

This is a busy city. 

3. This church is very old. 

4. Those are very modern 
buildings. 

5. It is a colourful market. 

2. The countryside is beautiful. 

1. This city is busy.  
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Opposite adjectives 

inexpensive 

Find opposite pairs of adjectives. 
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A B 

D C 

Match the adjectives to the pictures 

1. bustling 

2. colourful 

3. charming 

4. famous 

http://www.lingoda.com/


11 www.lingoda.com 

Find the odd one out in these groups of adjectives 

peaceful 

bright 
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Touristy 

This place is very touristy. 

The resort catered well for tourists. 

■ Touristy is a negative word in English. It means that there are too many 
tourists or a resort is too centred towards tourism.  

■ If you want to say something positive it is better to say has a good tourist 
infrastructure or caters well for tourists. 
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? ? ? ? ? ? 
? ? ? ? ? ? 

? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? 
? 

? ? ? ? ? ? 
? ? ? ? ? ? 

? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? 
? 

Places in your country 

Which cities in your 
country have a well 

developed infrastructure 
for tourists? 

Which places in 
your country are 

very touristy? 
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Right or wrong? 

2. San Francisco is an ugly little city on a big hill.  

3. The buildings in London are grand and in bright colours. 

4. Miami is a quaint, untouched place surrounded by trees. 

1. The countryside in New Zealand is absolutely breathtaking. 

Are the descriptions of these places correct?  
If they are not, change them. 

5. The countryside in Italy is usually very picturesque.  
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Describe these places with your classmates and teacher.  
Which one would you most like to visit? 

Describing places 
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Describe the capital city of 
your country to your classmates 

and teacher.  
Would they like to visit? 

Your capital city 

http://www.lingoda.com/


17 www.lingoda.com 

Brainstorm as many prepositions of place as you can.  
This will help you to create fuller, more detailed descriptions.  

Brainstorm 

prepositions 
of place 

over 

beside 
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Now describe a rural area in 
your country. 

Does it sound similar to any 
other countries? 

Try to use as many prepositions 
as you can.  

A rural area 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Prepositions of place with in 

■ We use in to talk about a location within a larger area:  
■ The town hall is in the town square. 

in 

I left my phone in the bedroom. Can you find 
it? 

It is in the city centre. 

The monument is in Prague. 

The village is in the north of England. 
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Prepositions of place with at 

■ We use at to talk about a position or location which we see as a point. 
■ To explain an address. 
■ To talk about shops or places where we might seek treatment. 

at 

The castle is at the top of the hill. 

The shop is at the crossroads. 

The museum is at the end of the street. 

The village lies at the foot of a mountain. 
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Prepositions of place with on 

■ We use on when we want to talk about a floor in a building. 
■ To say there is something on a surface. 
■ To describe a position on a road or by water (river, sea, lake). 

on 

The bar is on the roof of the building. 

The view point is on the second floor. 

The monastery is on a small island. 

The city is on the coast. 
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Prepositions 

between The girl is between her parents. 

in front of The clock is in front of the lamp. 

behind The screen is behind the keyboard. 

opposite They sat opposite each other. 
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Prepositions of movement 

If you walk towards the square you will 
see the museum. 

Walk along the street until you are 
almost at the end. 

■ Below are some examples of prepositions of movement.   
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Prepositions of movement 

■ Here are some more prepositions of movement which you can use to direct 
someone around your city. 

■ Go over the bridge and towards 
the museum. 

■ Walk across the square and take 
the street on the right. 
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Fill in the gaps 

1. The church is _______________ the town hall and the 
souvenir shop.  

2. Walk _______________ the road until you get to the 
corner and the museum is on the right. 

3. The town hall is _______________ the centre of the 
city. 

4. The garden is _______________ the cathedral – just 
walk around the back. 

5. The monument is _______________ the top of the hill. 
6. I am standing _______________ the middle of Vienna 

right now. 
7. The theme park is _______________ a small island in 

the bay.  

Fill in the gaps with the correct preposition. 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Use prepositions to describe the pictures. 

Describe the pictures 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Listen to your teacher describing a city. Answer the true or 
false questions on the next page. 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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True or false? 

1. Singapore is in Southwest Asia. 

2. On top of the Marina Bay Hotel, visitors can get a 
good view of Singapore. 

3. Visitors should walk over the bridge to the Singapore 
Flyer. 

4. Clark Quay is a busy shopping and restaurant area. 

5. The botanical gardens are in the south of the city. 

TRUE FALSE 

6. In Little India, you can eat Chinese food.  

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Think of a city or a town that you know well.  
Describe it to your classmates and teacher. 

Describe a city 
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Now write a short description of the city that you just 
described.  

Writing 

■ Write your description like a guide 
book. 

■ Ask your teacher to repeat the 
description of Singapore if you 
need to listen again. 
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Game 

Choose one of these cities to describe to your classmates and teacher.  
Can they guess which one you are talking about? 
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32 www.lingoda.com 

Go back to the second slide of the lesson and check 
 if you have achieved all the goals of the lesson. 

yes no 

_______________________________ 

_______________________________ 

_______________________________ 

_______________________________ 

Reflect on the goals 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Think about everything you have seen in this lesson. 
What were the most difficult activities or words? The easiest? 

+ 
+ 

– 
– If you have time, go over  

the most difficult slides again 

_______________________________ 

_______________________________ 

_______________________________ 

_______________________________ 

_______________________________ 

_______________________________ 

_______________________________ 

_______________________________ 

Reflect on this lesson 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Exercise p. 3 
London 
 
Exercise p. 7 
1. It is a beautiful, huge, old cathedral 
with a large tower.  
2. It is a magical, tiny, ancient village far 
from any towns.  
 
Exercise p. 8 
2. This is beautiful countryside. 3. This is 
a very old church. 4. Those buildings are 
very modern. 5. The market is colourful.  
 
Exercise p. 9 
bustling – calm, noisy – quiet, pricey – 
inexpensive, colourful – dull, historic – 
modern, charming – ugly 
 

Exercise p. 10 
A. 2, B. 4, C. 3, D. 1 
Exercise p. 11 
Peaceful, contemporary, dull 
 
Exercise p. 14 
1. ok, 2. not correct, 3. not correct, 4. not 
correct, 5. ok 
 
Exercise p. 25 
1. between, 2. along, 3. in, 4. behind, 5. 
at, 6. in, 7. on 
 
Exercise p. 28 
1F (Southeast Asia), 2T, 3T, 4T, 5F (in the 
north of the city), 6F (Indian food) 

Answer key 
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Exercise p. 27-28 
Singapore is a bustling, vibrant city in Southeast Asia. There are lots of 
colourful neighbourhoods and so many places to see. If you start 
downtown, by the marina, you will see the famous Gardens by the Bay. 
On top of the hotel in the marina visitors can visit the pool and have a 
great view over the city. Go over the bridge in front of the gardens to see 
the Singapore Flyer and then walk along the river. In this area there are 
lots of museums and famous hotels. Walk towards Clark Quay, a busy 
shopping and restaurant area. In the north of the city there are the 
breathtaking botanical gardens. To the east there is Little India. In this 
district you can eat some of the world’s best Indian food.  

Transcription  
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Homework 
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1. Mumbai is a bustling, exciting, colourful and sometimes ugly city… 

2. Zakopane is a small, very touristy village which is popular in the winter and  

3. Cape Town is a breathtakingly beautiful city 

4. La Paz is an interesting city with a mix of historic and modern buildings… 

b. on the west coast of India.  

c. which is surrounded by the Altiplano.  

d. which sits in a valley in the south of Poland.  

a. in a bay on the south coast of South Africa. 

Match the beginnings and endings of these sentences 

http://www.lingoda.com/


38 www.lingoda.com 

Write a short text describing your capital city.  
It should be similar to the text you wrote in the lesson. 

Writing 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Homework answer key 

Exercise p. 34 
1b, 2d, 3a, 4c 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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