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Goals 

■ Can read, understand, and 
recall facts from a text 
about rural living. 
 

■ Can make straightforward 
comparisons between 
living in a rural area and a 
city.  
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The countryside is boring.  
 

The city is bad for your health.  
 

Do you agree with these statements? 
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fresh air 

pollution 

privacy 

accommodation compete 

emergency takeaway 

pace of life 

Vocabulary 
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Vocabulary 

Cars and factories create pollution. 

It is important to have privacy at home. 

People move to the countryside for the 
fresh air. 

Small shops in the countryside can’t 
compete with big supermarkets. 
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Vocabulary 

Accommodation is expensive in cities.  

The pace of life in big cities is very fast.  

We have to get to a hospital quickly in 
an emergency. 

When I don’t want to cook, I get 
takeaway. 
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Living in the countryside 

While young people are moving away from the 
countryside, lots of them dream of moving back 
when they have started a family and settled 
down with a partner. There are many reasons 
why people want to move to the countryside, but 
it is not all positive when they get there.  
 
One of the main reasons why people want to live 
in the countryside is for the clean air. There is 
much less pollution in rural areas than in urban 
ones, and fresh air makes people with young 
children want to live in the country. There are not 
as many cars in rural areas as in cities, and 
factories are not usually located in the 
countryside – both of these things mean the air is 
much less polluted.  
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Living in the countryside 

When people live in the countryside, they can grow their own fruit and 
vegetables and even keep animals, so they have a source of fresh 
food.  
 
Another reason why people like living in the countryside is for the 
space. People can be more active outside, and running and cycling are 
more popular. There is also more privacy in the countryside; houses 
and flats are not too close together so families can live in peace. This 
peace is another advantage of living in the countryside. With no 
neighbours, people can live quiet lives.  

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Why were these things mentioned in the reading text? 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Would you grow your own food 
if you lived in the countryside?  
What would grow well in your 

country?  
What do you think are the 

advantages of growing your 
own food? 

Growing your own food 
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Is your town or city polluted?  
Does pollution in cities worry you? 

Pollution in cities 
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? ? ? ? ? ? 
? ? ? ? ? ? 

? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? 
? 

? ? ? ? ? ? 
? ? ? ? ? ? 

? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? 
? 

Privacy 

Do you have lots of 
neighbours where 

you live now? 

How important is 
privacy to you?  
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Living in the countryside 

Accommodation in rural areas is often cheaper 
than in urban ones. The price of land is lower 
than in the city, so people can either spend less, 
or get more space for the same amount of 
money. This means that families with children can 
have a garden for them to play in, or a large plot 
of land to grow food.  
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Living in the countryside 

However, there are many disadvantages to living in rural areas. Even 
though accommodation is cheaper, lots of other things are more 
expensive. Food in the local shops costs more because it has to travel 
further, and local shops cannot compete with supermarkets on price. 
On top of that, shops can be far from people’s homes, which means 
that they have to travel to buy basic goods. In general, there are fewer 
facilities in the countryside.   
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Do you think accommodation 
is cheaper in rural or urban 

areas in your country?  
Do you know the average cost 

of a house or flat? 

Accommodation 
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Do you know anything about the price of basic goods in the 
country vs. the city? Where do you think these things are more 

expensive in your country? 

Basic goods 
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Living in the countryside 

Health services are also often located far from villages, and visiting the 
doctor or getting to hospital in an emergency can be difficult. Elderly 
or ill people can have problems in this case. Other services, such as the 
fire brigade, can also be further away. Public transport in rural areas is 
usually not at the same standard as in the city. People can wait hours 
for a bus to arrive and have miles to go to the nearest train station; this 
means that it is very difficult to live without a car in the countryside. 
Children might have a long way to go to school, and they will almost 
always have to be taken there by their parents. 
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Living in the countryside 

Entertainment options are also fewer in the 
countryside. There are no cinemas, theatres, 
clubs, or museums; villages often have a local pub 
as the only entertainment. There are no 
restaurants nearby and takeaways do not deliver 
to rural areas, which means cooking is the only 
option.  
 
Despite these disadvantages, the UK is one of 
the only countries in Europe where people are 
moving to the countryside in bigger numbers than 
they are moving to the city. The high cost of living 
and fast pace of life in cities is making Brits look 
for a quiet life in the countryside.  
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What were the problems mentioned in the text?  
How concerned would you be about these problems if you lived in a 

rural area? 

Problems in rural areas 
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20 www.lingoda.com 

Compare the entertainment 
options in the city and the 

countryside.  
 

Which place is better for your 
needs? 

Entertainment 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Why do you think Britain is one of the only countries where 
people are moving to rural areas? 

Britain 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Do you think it is better to live in the city or the countryside for 
these people? 

Where should they live? 

a single person 
in their 20s 

a fit, retired 
couple 

a single elderly 
person 

a couple with 
two children 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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? 

? 
? 

? 
? 

? 

? 
? 

? 

? 
? 
? 

? ? 
? 

? 

? 

About you 

Do you think you 
will live in the 

countryside during 
your lifetime? 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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a b c 

Dictogloss 

Your teacher is going to read to you.  
Write down what you hear them say.  

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Go back to the second slide of the lesson and check 
 if you have achieved all the goals of the lesson. 

yes no 

_______________________________ 

_______________________________ 

_______________________________ 

_______________________________ 

Reflect on the goals 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Think about everything you have seen in this lesson. 
What were the most difficult activities or words? The easiest? 

+ 
+ 

– 
– If you have time, go over  

the most difficult slides again 

_______________________________ 

_______________________________ 

_______________________________ 

_______________________________ 

_______________________________ 

_______________________________ 

_______________________________ 

_______________________________ 

Reflect on this lesson 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Homework 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Unscramble 

Unscramble this statement. 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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–          □        × 

Write an email to your friend. You live in the city but you think 
you might want to move to the countryside. Ask for their advice 

and detail the pros of cons of city and country life.  

Country vs. city 

myfriend@mylingoda.friend 

Should I stay in the city? 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Homework answer key 

Activity p. 29 
There are more advantages than disadvantages to living in the countryside rather 
than the city. 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Why learn English online? 
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