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Goals 

■ Can politely express 
disagreement. 
 

■ Can offer straightforward 
solutions to 
disagreements.  
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I think we should buy a cake from the 
bakery. 

You must be joking! How about we 
make one instead? 
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Preview and warm-up 

In this lesson you are going to learn how to disagree with people in different 
situations and also how to offer some alternative solutions. 

I take your point but I don‘t agree. 
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When you disagree with your work colleagues or people you don‘t know very well, 
it is important to do it politely. Here are some phrases you can use. 

Disagreeing politely 

I‘m sorry but I have to disagree on that. 
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I see what 
you’re saying 

but… 
I see what you’re saying but I don’t agree. 

I take your 
point but… 

I take your point but I disagree. 

That’s fair to 
say, however… 

That’s fair to say however, I can’t agree. 

I’m sorry but I 
don’t see it that 

way. 
I’m sorry but I don’t see it that way.  

New words 
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Fill in the gaps 

Fill in the gaps with the words below to complete the phrases. 

1. That’s _______________ to say however I disagree. 
2. I’m sorry but I don’t _______________ it that way.  
3. I _______________ your point but I disagree. 
4. I’m sorry but I have to disagree _______________ 

that. 
5. I see what you’re _______________ but I can’t agree. 

take saying see fair on 
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Everyone in the office 
should stay until 7pm 

on a Friday.  

You must go to 
university if you want 

a good job. 

Happy employees are 
not better workers. 

You shouldn’t eat fast 
food at work. 

Read these statements with a partner and disagree with 
them politely. 
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When you disagree with friends, you can use more informal phrases. Here are 
some suggestions. 

Disagreeing with friends 

You‘ve got to be kidding! I hate rollercoasters. 
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You can use this phrase when you strongly disagree with your friend.  

No way! We’re never going back to that restaurant again.  

No way!  
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You can use these two phrases when you disagree with friends and you 
think their ideas are a bit silly. 

You want to go on a beach holiday to Kazakhstan? You’ve got to 
be kidding!  

You’ve got to be kidding! You must be joking!  

German is easier than English? You must be joking!  
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Correct the mistakes 

Correct the mistakes in these phrases. 

1. You got be joking! My mum doesn’t know 
how to use a computer. 

2. Not way! I’m not signing up for that – it’s £50 
a month. 

3. You’ve got to be kid! We can’t start a call 
now.  

http://www.lingoda.com/
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2 
3 

1 

Speaking 

Disagree with these statements with your partner. 

We should all cut down on the time we spend on our 

computers. 

18 should be the legal age to use the internet. 

If someone is rude to you on a video call, you should hang 

up. 
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If you disagree with something someone has suggested, it is a good idea to offer an 
alternative solution. Here are some phrases to help you do that.  

Offering solutions 

Instead, I think I should call him tomorrow. 
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You can use both of these phrases to offer an alternative solution. They 
can be used in formal and informal situations. 

How about we send a message instead? 

If you ask me, we 
should… How about we… instead? 
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A 

B 

Unscramble 

we 

an email. 
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Dialogue 

Let’s go to that restaurant next to the shopping centre. 

You must be _______________! That place is awful. 

OK! How about we go to the Indian _______________? 

If you _______________ me, we should stay at home and eat here. 

Fill in the gaps to complete the dialogue then practise it with your 
partner. 
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Write a short dialogue with a partner similar to the one on the previous 
page. You are friends disagreeing with each other.  

Writing 
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? ? ? ? ? ? 
? ? ? ? ? ? 

? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? 
? 

? ? ? ? ? ? 
? ? ? ? ? ? 

? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? 
? 

With a partner, take turns to disagree with these suggestions 

We should call our 
parents every 

night 

We should sleep in 
a 10-bed room in a 

hostel in Prague 
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Imagine your company has won £50,000 on 
the lottery! 

Below are some suggestions made by your 
boss on what to spend the money on.  

Your teacher will play the boss. Respond to 
his or her suggestions, disagreeing politely 
and offering solutions where appropriate!  

Game 

A holiday for you and your wife? I’m sorry, but you can’t be serious… 

A holiday for me and 
my wife to the 

Bahamas! 
Brand new filing 

cabinets for the office. 
A hot tub on the roof 

of the office. 
A new coffee machine 
for every employee. 

http://www.lingoda.com/


21 www.lingoda.com 

Go back to the second slide of the lesson and check 
 if you have achieved all the goals of the lesson. 

yes no 

_______________________________ 

_______________________________ 

_______________________________ 

_______________________________ 

Reflect on the goals 
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Think about everything you have seen in this lesson. 
What were the most difficult activities or words? The easiest? 

+ 
+ 

– 
– If you have time, go over  

the most difficult slides again 

_______________________________ 

_______________________________ 

_______________________________ 

_______________________________ 

_______________________________ 

_______________________________ 

_______________________________ 

_______________________________ 

Reflect on this lesson 
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Exercise p. 7 
1. fair, 2. see, 3. take, 4. on, 5. saying 
 
Exercise p. 12 
1. You must be joking!  
2. No way!  
3. You’ve got to be kidding!  
 
Exercise p. 16 
A. How about we try calling instead? B. If you ask me we should send an email. 
 
Exercise p. 17 
joking/kidding, instead, ask 

Answer key 
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Homework 
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A B 

D C 

Unscramble 

however… 

should… 

be 
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Write a dialogue similar to the one on p. 17. Use polite 
statements to disagree this time.  

Writing 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Homework answer key 

Exercise p. 23 
A. That‘s fair to say however... 
B. I take your point but... 
C. You‘ve got to be kidding! 
D. Instead I think we should... 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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                Who are we? 
 
Why learn English online? 

What kinds of English classes do we offer? 

Who are our English teachers? 

How do our English certificates work? 

We also have a language blog! 

This material is provided by 
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