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Goals 

■ Can read, understand, and 
recall facts from a text about 
adoption. 
 

■ Can maintain a 
straightforward discussion 
about the process of 
adoption and fostering. 

http://www.lingoda.com/


www.lingoda.com 3 

What do you already know about 
adoption? 

 
Do you know the difference between 

adopting and fostering a child? 
 

In this class you will read a text about 
adoption and find out more about it! 
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assessment 

foster parents 

adopt 

additional 
needs official 

legally permanent 

birth parents 

Vocabulary review slide 
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Sentences slides 

My foster parents are very patient with 
me. 

It’s official! I’m getting married next 
July. You are all invited! 

One day, I would like to adopt a baby.  

I’ve got a full-time, permanent job. I’m 
so happy! 
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Sentences slide 

She doesn’t speak to her birth parents 
anymore.  

He receives extra support at school for 
his additional needs.  

You are legally entitled to claim your 
money back.  

I need to do a better assessment next 
time.  
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Complete the sentences 

2. An _______________ often involves a lot of questions and forms. 

3. My sister is having a hard time and I want to _______________ her. 

4. Before you adopt a child you need to pass a full _______________. 

1. Your _______________ are the parents you are biologically related to. 

Complete the sentences using the words below. 
 

birth parents, support, application process, adoption, assessment  

5. _______________ is becoming the legal parent of a child that is not biologically yours. 
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Adoption 

 
In the year 2014, 5050 children were adopted in 
the UK. Adoption is becoming more popular in 
the UK, but what does adoption involve? 
  
Children who are put up for adoption need love, 
care and support; just like all children. 
Unfortunately, for a variety of different reasons, 
the birth parents of adopted children are not 
able to take care of them. Sometimes the birth 
parents of adopted children are ill, or they may 
have passed away. Sometimes adopted children 
have been born to parents who just weren’t able 
to look after them for other reasons. 
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Adoption 

Prospective adoptive parents have to go 
through a very detailed application process and 
assessment. As part of this process they are 
asked a lot of different questions. Social workers 
and adoption staff ask about their work and 
home life, and also about their health. Normally 
this process takes a very long time, it can even 
take years. Many people who want to become 
adoptive parents say that this waiting time is 
one of the hardest parts of the adoption process. 

http://www.lingoda.com/


www.lingoda.com 10 

In the text we learnt that as part of 
the application process for adoption 

you often have to answer a lot of 
questions.  

Can you think of at least 7 questions 
that might be asked as part of the 

adoption application process?  
Which do you think are the most 
important questions and why? 

Asking questions 
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Look at the topics on the cards below. Pick two and think of five 
questions for each that might be asked as part of the adoption 
application process. Perhaps these are topics which you have 

mentioned in your application to adopt and the interviewer would like 
to know more about you.   

Application process 
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Adoption 

It’s important that the application process and 
assessment are done very carefully because 
adoption is permanent. Once someone adopts 
a child they are responsible for that child. 
Legally, they will then need to take care of them 
until the age of 18. They will have to love and care 
for the child, help them with school and 
education, and try to give them a happy and 
healthy life. It’s a big responsibility, and being a 
parent and carer of a child is not easy! 
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Adoption 

Adoption is something that a lot of people want 
to do. It is especially appealing to LGBT families, 
or heterosexual families who may not be able to 
have their own biological children. Nowadays, 
single people are also sometimes allowed to 
adopt children. Adoption gives people a chance 
to be parents. At the same time, it also gives these 
parents a chance to make a huge difference to a 
child’s life. Many children who are given up for 
adoption have had a difficult start in life and it’s 
great for them to have the opportunity to be 
adopted and looked after by a loving family. 
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Vocabulary review 

Check the meaning of the words and phrases from the text with your 
teacher. Write a sentence for each word or phrase.  
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It’s time for a quick review!  
What have you learnt about adoption so far?  

Brainstorm 

adoption 
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When someone adopts a child they are responsible for them. Think 
about responsibilities. What other kinds of things are you responsible 

for? Give as many ideas as you can for each category. 

Responsibilities 
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The text mentions that there have 
been some changes in recent years 
in regard to who can adopt a child.  

Can you summarise what these 
changes have been?  

Why might they be a positive thing?  
How would they also benefit the 

children up for adoption? 

Changes for the better 
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Adoption and fostering  

For parents who think they might be interested in 
adoption, but aren’t yet sure about making a 
permanent commitment to being a parent, 
fostering is also an option. Fostering is similar to 
adoption in that parents look after children who 
are not biologically theirs, but fostering is not 
always permanent. Sometimes foster parents are 
needed to look after children for some time 
because the children’s biological parents are sick. 
Or sometimes parents might foster children who 
are waiting to find a permanent home.  
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Adoption and fostering 

To become a foster parent you also need to go 
through a very strict application process. 
Children who are being fostered often need a 
day-to-day routine and some stability, as well 
as love and support. Sometimes parents decide to 
first foster a child and then, after some time, if 
the child gets on well with the family, they might 
then choose to adopt the child.  
  
In the UK, many adoption and fostering charities 
have spent a lot of money on advertising. They 
want to encourage people to consider becoming 
foster or adoptive parents. Although the 
application process is difficult, the rewards are 
great as you can make a huge difference to a 
child’s life by giving them a home and a family of 
their own. 

future happiness 
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Read the sentence below, is it true or false?  
Can you summarise fostering and adoption and how they are related to 

one another? 

Fostering and adoption 

There isn’t a difference between fostering 
and adoption, they’re the same thing. 
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A permanent commitment 

Look at the topics on the cards below. What kind of permanent 
commitments might people choose to make in each case? Have you made 

any permanent commitments in any of these areas?  
Would you like to in the future? 
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Give your opinion 

What do you think 
about adoption? Give 

your opinion! 

fostering 
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Dictogloss  

Your teacher is going to read an extract to you.  
Write down what you hear them say.  
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Go back to the second slide of the lesson and check 
 if you have achieved all the goals of the lesson. 

yes no 

_______________________________ 

_______________________________ 

_______________________________ 

_______________________________ 

Reflect on the goals 

24 
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Think about everything you have seen in this lesson. 
What were the most difficult activities or words? The easiest? 

+ 
+ 

– 
– If you have time, go over  

the most difficult slides again 

_______________________________ 

_______________________________ 

_______________________________ 

_______________________________ 

_______________________________ 

_______________________________ 

_______________________________ 

_______________________________ 

Reflect on this lesson 

25 
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It’s important that the application process and assessment are done 
very carefully because adoption is permanent. Once someone adopts a 
child they are responsible for that child. Legally, they will then need to 
take care of them until the age of 18. They will have to love and care for 
the child, help them with school and education, and try to give them a 
happy and healthy life. It’s a big responsibility, and being a parent and 
carer of a child is not easy! 
 
Adoption is something that a lot of people want to do. It is especially 
appealing to LGBT families, or heterosexual families who may not be 
able to have their own biological children. Nowadays, single people are 
also sometimes allowed to adopt children. Adoption gives people a 
chance to be parents. At the same time, it also gives these parents a 
chance to make a huge difference to a child’s life. Many children who are 
given up for adoption have had a difficult start in life and it’s great for 
them to have the opportunity to be adopted and looked after by a loving 
family. 

Transcription 
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Activity p. 7 
birth parents, application process, support, assessment, adoption 

Answer key 
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Homework 
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Look at the cards below.  
Can you make a sentence with each new piece of vocabulary or 

phrase? 

Homework writing activity 

adoption assessment 

responsibility birth parents 

application 
process legally 
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Your friend is interested in adoption but doesn’t know much 
about it. Write an email and summarise what you learnt in this 

class about adoption. 

Homework e-mail writing activity 

To: Jenny 

Subject: Adoption 
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