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Can define and explain
common vocabulary
related to bilingual
families.

Can discuss

straightforward
advantages and
disadvantages of growing
up in a bilingual family.
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A bilingual family communicates in
two different languages.

Being bilingual is a big advantage in
life but it's not always easy living in a
bilingual family.

In this class you will learn more about
what life is like in a bilingual family!
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Vocabulary review

beginner

intermediate

advanced

foreign
language
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mother
tongue

native
language

since
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Sentences

| have always been interested in foreign
languages.

| grew up in Spain and the native
language of Spain is Spanish.
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Sentences

My English is very advanced now. |
speak English every day.

I've also been learning German since |
was 18 years old.

Last year, | started learning Japanese,
but I'm just a beginner in this language! =2
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Bilingual families

Learning a foreign language is a challenge but
being able to communicate in another language is
a fantastic skill to have. In bilingual families,
communicating in two languages is a part of
everyday life. A bilingual family is a family that
speaks two languages fluently. Often this
happens when both parents speak different
native languages.
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Bilingual families

When two parents have different mother tongues, they often
decide to bring their children up in a bilingual environment. They
often do this by speaking only their mother tongue with their

children, even though they might speak a different language with
their partner.

Often, if the family spends holidays in the home country of either
partner, the children will have more opportunity to practise their
language skills. Sometimes the extended family of either partner
might speak only one language and so the children will need to
know this language to be able to communicate well with them.
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Vocabulary review - work with your teacher to define the
new words

1. A bilingual family is

2. Achallengeis

3. Your mother tongue is

4. An opportunity is

5. Your extended family are
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Talking about languages

Talk about which languages each person, or group of people below
speak. How well do they speak these languages? How long have they
been learning these languages? How did they learn them?

your best friend

your family your colleagues
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Multiple choice

1. Abilingual family always speaks

c. onelanguage at home d. more than 2
a. one language b. 2languages and a different : I
language outside home anguages

2. Being a bilingual family is

d. thesameasa
b. easy c. funevery day monolingual
family

a. sometimes
difficult

3. Your mother tongue is

b. the language

a. thelanguage d. alanguage you

your C. your native learn d ar
LI grandmother language earned and are
speaks fluent in
speaks

4. Parents of bilingual children often speak what language with their children all the
time?
b. the language of

a. English the country they
live in

c. their partner’s d. their native
language language
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Making connections

Discuss the terms below. How are they relevant to the topic of bilingual
families?

extended family

Mmother tongue

bilingya)
; _ artner
€nvironment everyday life P

bilinguga| COMmunication
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Bilingual families

However, being bilingual doesn't just bring
advantages at home. Multilingualism is a very
useful skill in later life too. If these children grow
up bilingual they will have more opportunities in
the job market, as well as many cultural
benefits. Being able to speak fluently in two
languages opens doors. Some bilingual children
attend bilingual schools where classes are given
in two languages. This gives children a chance to
develop their language skills at school as well as
at home. It also helps them learn to read and
write in the language. At a young age writing and
reading in any language can often be more of a
challenge than speaking.
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Bilingual families

It's not always easy to bring up children in a bilingual environment.
Sometimes, especially when they are young and still learning to speak,
learning two languages can be confusing. Children might also be
embarrassed about speaking a different language to their friends at
school, for example. Or they might be shy about speaking the language
in public. Often, in the long term, it's easiest for children when their
parents speak in their mother tongue all the time. However, at times,
this can be difficult for the parents to do, especially if their children are
upset and don’t want to speak or communicate in this language.
However, if parents want their children to be completely fluent in the
language, it's important that they hear the language as much as
possible.
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Complete the sentences:

Complete the sentences using the following vocabulary:

bilingual, develop, bringing up, embarrassed, fluent

1. When you speak a language perfectly you are
in this language.

2. Sometimes children are speaking another
language in front of their friends.

3. children is hard work!
4. A family speaks two languages fluently.
5. To your language skills you need to practise.
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Comment on the sentence

Comment on the statement below, what are the advantages of being
bilingual? What are the challenges?

Add your own ideas as well as those you find in the text!

Being bilingual brings a lot of advantages,
but growing up in a bilingual family also
brings its own challenges!
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Learning a language

Learning a language is challenging, even for bilingual families! What are
some of the different ways you can learn a language? How could
bilingual families adapt these resources in their daily life? And how do
you use these resources to help improve your English?

travel and real-
technology life contact with
native speakers

traditional
language learning media
methods
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Bilingual families

Although it can be challenging, children who
grow up bilingual often find it easier to learn
more languages later in life. There is also some
scientific research that shows that the brains of
bilingual children may develop in different ways.

It's much easier to learn a language when you are
a child, especially when it comes to accent and
pronunciation. Being able to speak two
languages perfectly is a real gift. Some bilingual
children have perfect accents in both languages!
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Bilingual families

Of course, not every child has the opportunity to grow up in a
bilingual home. However, even if their circumstances are different,
some monolingual families often choose to introduce their children
to language learning from an early age. With regular practise and
exposure to a new language, children can become advanced speakers
of a foreign language by the time they are a teenager. Of course, the
child’'s individual character and how much they enjoy language
learning is significant in how good they will be at learning a foreign
language. Being able to speak a foreign language is a wonderful skill,
and the earlier you start learning, the better. Bilingual families are
lucky; they already have a head start!
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New expression

What does it mean to have a
head start on something?

Can you give some other
examples of this expression in a
sentence?
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Big question

How important are accent
and pronunciation when it
comes to language
learning?

accent communication pro”U”Ciation

www.lingoda.com


http://www.lingoda.com/

Learning languages from a young age

Did you grow up in a bilingual
family?
When did you start learning a
language?
In your home country, what is
language learning like for children?

Do you think learning a language as
a child is a good idea?
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Summarise!

You are meeting a friend who knows nothing about bilingual families.
They are really interested to find out more! Can you summarise what
you learnt about bilingual families in your own words? Use the hints on
the cards below to help you!
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Transcription

Your teacher is going to read an extract to you.
Write down what you hear them say.

Listen up!
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Reflect on the goals

Go back to the second slide of the lesson and check
if you have achieved all the goals of the lesson.
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Reflect on this lesson

Think about everything you have seen in this lesson.
What were the most difficult activities or words? The easiest?
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Transcription
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Homework writing activity

o

Think about what you learnt in this lesson about bilingual
families. Now try to write a summary. Explain what a bilingual
family is. Talk about what the advantages of being part of a
bilingual family are, as well as the challenges.

OO0 00 0o 0o 0 0o 0 0O
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Homework e-mail writing activity

o

You are really interested in bilingual families and decide to
write an email to a friend who grew up in a bilingual family to
find out more. Write an email explaining why this topic
interests you and ask at least five questions about his or her
experience!

To: Louise

Subject: What was it like?

Hello Louise,
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About this material

This material is provided by /

lingoda

lingoda \Who are we?

(& Why learn English online?

8%% What kinds of English classes do we offer?
@ Who are our English teachers?

How do our English certificates work?

We also have a language blog!

www.lingoda.com


http://www.lingoda.com/
http://www.lingoda.com/about-us
https://www.lingoda.com/online-language-course
http://www.lingoda.com/english/how-it-works
http://www.lingoda.com/english/teacher
https://www.lingoda.com/english/certificate
http://www.lingoda.com/blog
http://www.lingoda.com/

	Slide Number 1
	Goals
	Slide Number 3
	Vocabulary review
	Sentences
	Sentences
	Bilingual families
	Bilingual families
	Vocabulary review – work with your teacher to define the new words     
	Talking about languages
	Multiple choice
	Making connections
	Bilingual families
	Bilingual families
	Complete the sentences:
	Comment on the sentence
	Learning a language
	Bilingual families
	Bilingual families
	New expression
	Big question
	Learning languages from a young age
	Summarise!
	Transcription
	Slide Number 25
	Slide Number 26
	Answer key
	Transcription
	Slide Number 29
	Homework writing activity
	Homework e-mail writing activity
	Slide Number 32

