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Goals 

■ Can express my own 
opinion, and respond to 
the opinions of others. 
 

■ Can deliver a 
straightforward review of a 
film. 
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If you‘ve watched a great film, you 
might want to tell your friends about it. 

 
These are the guidelines: 

 
1. Watch a film 

2. Describe the plot 
3. Give your opinion but do not spoil it 

for other people! 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Criticising film or theatre 

■ In this lesson, you are going to learn how to criticise film and theatre. 

Criticism may include pleasant or unpleasant comments, but they are 
all supported by evidence.  

http://www.lingoda.com/
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■ When expressing opinions, we say what we think, believe or feel about 
something. 

Review: how to give an opinion 

Strong Neutral Subjective 

I’m absolutely certain 
that… In my opinion… In my experience… 

I strongly believe that… It seems to me that… I don’t know about you, but 
I think… 

I have no doubt that… As far as I understand it… What I’ve found is… 

It’s obvious to me that… I feel/think/believe that… Some people say that… 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Agreeing with an opinion Disagreeing with an opinion 

You’re absolutely right. I’m sorry to disagree with you, but… 

That’s a good point. I’m not so sure about that. 

I couldn’t agree more. However/on the other hand… 

That’s just what I was thinking. Yes, but don’t you think… 

■ When asking for someone’s opinion, we use these expressions: 
■ What do you think? 
■ What’s your opinion/view? 

■ To carry on a successful conversation, you can express your opinion by agreeing 
or disagreeing with other people’s points of view.  

Review: how to agree or disagree with an opinion 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Review: how to express an opinion 

■ There are many ways of giving your opinion.  
■ Remember to use expressions such as in my opinion, I strongly think/believe 

that, to be honest, without a doubt, etc.  

I‘m absolutely certain that Lingoda is the best language learning 
programme. Does anybody agree with me? 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Preview: a film review 

Positive Negative 

Think of a film you have watched recently.  
Write down any words or phrases that come to your mind about the 

film. They can be either positive or negative. 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Discussion 

Using these questions, talk about the film with your teacher. 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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pleasant 

special effects 

award-
winning 

topic playwright 

script 

Do you remember these words? 

theme 

unpleasant 

producer 

director 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Do you remember these words? 

William Shakespeare is one of the most 
famous playwrights in history. 

The theme of the script for this film 
was melancholy.  

Special effects make  
ordinary scenes more interesting.  

She is  
a multiple award-winning director. 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Do you remember these words? 

Be careful when criticising someone’s 
work because this can lead to an 
unpleasant atmosphere. 

We had a very pleasant afternoon in 
the garden.  

The topic of today’s debate is  
healthy eating habits.  

Film producers work 24/7 with lots of 
responsibilities on creating a project.  

http://www.lingoda.com/
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_______________________________________________________________

_________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________

_________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________

_________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________

_________________________________________ 

Using the words given below, write your own sample 
sentences.  

The topic of the film created a 
really engaging script. The actors 
loved reading it.  

3. Special effects / theme 

4. Director / unpleasant 

5. Award-winning / producer 

2. Playwright / pleasant  

1. Topic / script 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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criticise 

We need feedback to make improvements. One of the good ways to give 
feedback is to criticise.  

http://www.lingoda.com/
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advocate 

Many non-smokers advocate the ban on smoking in public.  

http://www.lingoda.com/
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oppose 

You might oppose a decision if you disagree with it or it is the opposite of 
what you think. 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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complain 

We complain to the person in charge if we are dissatisfied and annoyed 
about the service. 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Fill in the blanks 

See if you can complete the sentences by filling in the blanks with the 
words we just went over. 

1. My next door neighbours _______________ 
about the noise when I throw parties. 

2. Amy asked me to _______________ her rough 
draft so that she can make improvements.  

3. Many people _______________ using products 
that haven’t been tested on animals. 

4. The local people _______________ the local 
government’s decision to build a new 
shopping centre. 

criticise advocate oppose complain 

http://www.lingoda.com/


19 www.lingoda.com 

Vocabulary for describing films 

Positive Neutral 

Here is a list of vocabulary for describing films.  
Divide them into three categories: positive, negative and neutral.  

Negative 

confused fast-moving 

thought-provoking dramatic 

hilarious 

disappointing 

first-rate 

low-budget 

satirical legendary predictable bland 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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What is criticism? 

What is criticism? 

1. What is the purpose of criticising 
someone or an art work? 

2. Are there different types of criticism? If 
so, what is the best way to criticise?  

3. How often do you criticise people you 
know? How do they react to it? 

4. Have you ever considered being a film 
critic? What are some challenges? 

5. Do you trust the ideas of a critic? Why or 
why not? 

■ The questions below will help you understand the concept of criticism.  
■ Think about the questions carefully and share your answers with your teacher.   

http://www.lingoda.com/
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to avoid criticism say nothing, do nothing, 
and be nothing. 

Class discussion 

What does he mean by that? Is criticism always bad?  
Do you agree with Aristotle? 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Be a critic! 

There are many 
different film 
genres. What other 
genres can you 
think of? 
 
Think of at least 
one film or play for 
each genre and 
share the plots and 
your personal 
opinions about it. 
 
Don’t forget to 
criticise your 
teacher’s film 
reviews! 

horror/suspense comedy 

family action 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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legit 
(legitimate) If what you are telling me is legit, then you aren’t lying.  

offensive Please do not use offensive language, especially in front of the children.  

emphasise You should emphasise the importance of learning English. 

adaptation Many modern adaptations of Romeo and Juliet were created.  

New words 

undoubtedly Usain Bolt was undoubtedly the fastest runner in the world. 

condemn The criminal was condemned to prison because of his crimes. 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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New words 

disturbing The pictures of the war were disturbing to the soldiers 
who fought in them. 

comment on After you read the article, please comment on how you 
feel about the situation.  

let’s put it like 
this 

To make things more honest, let’s put it like this, they 
didn’t like your presentation.  

I would go as 
far as to say 

Although my friend was being nice when he said the 
food was bad, I would go as far as to say that it was 

terrible.  

http://www.lingoda.com/
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1. His passport is _______________ because I saw him renew it a few hours ago.  

2. I hope I didn’t _______________ you by laughing out loud at his mistakes.  

3. The eerie sounds made the hotel room a _______________ place to sleep. 

4. In that film, the evil spirit was _______________ to hell at the end.  

Choose the correct word 

a. legit  b. offensive c. condemned d. emphasised 

a. legit b. offend c. adaptation d. complain 

a. undoubtedly b. offensive c. legit d. disturbing 

a. offended b. adapted c. condemned d. commented 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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What are the differences between the four terms below? 

Differences 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Reformulating criticism 

 

■ Learning another language can improve your 
career and social life.  

 

 

■ Research has shown that 
learning a second 
language, in addition to 
leading to expanded career 
and social opportunities, 
can also influence the 
reasoning capability of the 
brain. 

■ Reformulation is an error correction technique.  
■ When reformulating: 
■ Make changes to any mistakes from an original version of a text. 
■ Simplify and restate all of the original ideas from the text. 
■ Do not add your own opinion. 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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■ Reformulated sentences can have semi-formal words and phrases. 
■ Semi-formal speech takes place in day-to-day interaction with someone in 

authority or whom you respect.  
■ In semi-formal speeches:  
■ You can use phrasal verbs and contractions. 
■ You should not use slang and text speak. 

Formal to semi-formal expressions 

Formal Semi-formal 

The research essay  
was incomplete. 

The research essay  
wasn’t finished. 

Can you think of a resolution? Can you come up with  
a resolution? 

How should I evaluate a  
company with negative cash flow? 

How should I evaluate a 
company in the red? 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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The film is set in the mid-1950s in the north of England. It tells the story of a young 
boy, his sister and their dog in a rural village. The simple story, with a heartbreaking 
theme, focusses on the excellent storytelling of the actors, rather than special 
effects to boost interest in the viewer. The actors demonstrate legitimate emotion, 
there are no scenes or lines which feel fake. The adaptation of the novel has 
certainly held true to the original story. 
 
The award-winning director had a superior script to work with. This will 
undoubtedly be one of the big winners at this year’s award ceremonies.  
 
It’s a first-rate, thought-provoking production, suitable for audiences of all ages. I 
would go as far as saying it is the best film I have seen this year.  
 
A must see!   

Reformulate a film review 

Read a sample film review and simplify/restate the original ideas in 
your own words.  

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Write your own film review 

Discuss a film of your choice.  
Refer to the steps below on how to write a film review and write a short 

one of your own. 

Publish your film review in class and start an open discussion.  
Feel free to criticise your classmates’ film reviews! 

1. Watch a film (you have already done this) 
2. Title / genre / setting / starring / director 
3. Brief summary of the plot 
4. Positive points (scenery, special effects, script, costume, music, etc.) 
5. Negative points (scenery, special effects, script, costume, music, etc.) 
6. Your overall opinion 
7. Recommendation 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Go back to the second slide of the lesson and check 
 if you have achieved all the goals of the lesson. 

yes no 

_______________________________ 

_______________________________ 

_______________________________ 

_______________________________ 

Reflect on the goals 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Think about everything you have seen in this lesson. 
What were the most difficult activities or words? The easiest? 

+ 
+ 

– 
– If you have time, go over  

the most difficult slides again 

_______________________________ 

_______________________________ 

_______________________________ 

_______________________________ 

_______________________________ 

_______________________________ 

_______________________________ 

_______________________________ 

Reflect on this lesson 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Exercise p. 18 
1. complain, 2. criticise, 3. advocate, 4. opposing 
  
Exercise p. 25 
1a, 2b, 3d, 4c 

Answer key 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Homework 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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A B 

D C 

Use these given expressions to complete a sentence 

hilarious 

condemn 

disappointing 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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1. it is necessary for me to 

2. let 

3. in the end 

4. moreover 

5. a great deal of 

a. finally 

e. a lot of 

d. permit 

c. I have to/I’ve got to 

b. about 

6. regarding 

7. immediately g. also/plus 

f. right away 

Matching formal and semi-formal expressions 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Homework answer key 

Exercise p. 36 
1c, 2d, 3a, 4g, 5e, 6b, 7f 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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                Who are we? 
 
Why learn English online? 

What kinds of English classes do we offer? 

Who are our English teachers? 

How do our English certificates work? 

We also have a language blog! 

This material is provided by 
 
 
 
 

About this material 
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