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Can read, understand, and
recall facts from a text
about independent
cinema.

Can provide
straightforward
comparisons of
commercial films and
independent cinema.
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Have you ever thought about
becoming a film director? There are a
lot of things to consider when
producing a film.

Let's discover some of the film features
that are becoming popular among
audiences.
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Commercial films and independent cinema

B In this lesson, you will practise reading a text about commercial films and
independent cinema.

Commercial cinema generally refers to films designed to appeal to a
wide range of people. Independent cinema produces films outside of
the major film studios, usually with lower budgets.
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Different genres

Match the words with their definitions. Which is film genre is your
favourite?

Can you name a film for each genre?

1. Asad film that makes the audience cry. Usually SECLIEUTIEC
about a person losing a loved one. o

2. Afilm which appeals to mostly women. Usually indie
about romance or the empowerment of women. T

3. Ahorror film that shows a lot of violence and death.
Can be scary due to close up murder scenes. sci-fi

4.  Afilm about something that doesn't scientifically
exist. Usually about space travel and life on earth tearjerker
with strange animals that are not found in real life.

5.  Afilm thatis drawn or created by a computer like a blockbuster
cartoon. No live person acting.

6.  Afilm thatis extremely popular and earns a lot of sequel
money. _

animated

7. Short for independent. Made outside of the fancy
Hollywood studios.

8. A film that comes after another film with a
continuous story.
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Giving your opinion

Read the following questions carefully and think about how you would
answer them.

Share your opinions with the teacher.
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Do you remember these words?

commercial
internationally increasingly
classic widely
wide range packed

on-trend
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Do you remember these words?

3 Although he was an independent
director, he had a lot of commercial
success.

——
It was an internationally acclaimed
film.

~. . Teais considered to be a classic English
e drink.

The actor’s quirky fashion became
trendy amongst his followers.
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Do you remember these words?

7" » The travel agency offers a wide-range of
: 7 excursions on this island.

,_}' Visa cards are a widely accepted form

4 of payment.

'

\

=

The cinema was packed to its maximum
capacity.

www.lingoda.com


http://www.lingoda.com/

Growing popularity of independent cinema

Independent cinema is becoming increasingly popular among many
audiences across the world. While large-scale public promotion and
campaigning of the big budget blockbuster films have always gained a
wider range of audiences, social media, online blogs and other outlets
have recently allowed independent films to gain a bigger following.
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Growing popularity of independent cinema

What exactly is independent cinema?

Independent cinema, widely known as indies, is
usually associated with films that are created by
independent producers or entertainment
companies. This means that they are not usually
linked to major film studios and will sometimes
have limited budgets.

As they also have limited releases in select
cinemas, or only screen at local or international
film festivals, it is not always possible to find a
cinema showing close to where you live,

www.lingoda.com


http://www.lingoda.com/

Growing popularity of independent cinema

Many frequent filmgoers could say that
originality is a dying trend in Hollywood. As big
studio films are created with profits as the main
focus, the releases of sequels, as well as
remakes of original films, have lost a lot of what
made mainstream films so special to begin with.
While many people may think of independent
cinema as having low budgets and being poor
quality, this is not always the case.

Independent filmmakers provide what people
want to see by reflecting their personal artistic
vision on the content and style. They can also
globally connect through online forums,
databases, and review sites surrounding the
independent cinema scene. This makes it easier
to find the latest and greatest independent films!
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Check your comprehension

TRUE FALSE

1. The Internet has helped independent cinema grow.

2. Independent film producers are short on money.

3. Aside from indies, other films genres cannot be
screened at local film festivals.

4. You can easily find cinemas that show indies in any
small town.

5. The main goal for most filmmakers is to make big
profits.

6. Low-budget means low-quality.

www.lingoda.com


http://www.lingoda.com/

Commercial films vs independent films

How are independent films different from
commercial/studio/mainstream films?

budget special effects
: interesting
sllois s characters
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Use your imagination

Imagine you are an independent
film director.

What are some things to think
about when producing an
independent film?
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Growing popularity of independent cinema

Fill in the blanks as you read the text.

cast

There have been many
independent films in recent history, raising Increasingly
the standard for how people think about
independent films. Words like

award-winning

or second-rate are no longer I
buzzwords related to independent films, e
but rather fresh and . The

budgets for these independent studios are
growing and sometimes A-list celebrities
are included in the .Soitis
not absolutely wrong to say that the line
between independent and big studio films
is becoming blurred.
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Before, now and future

FUTURE>

0 — D

How did people’s growing
interests in films affect the film
industry?

What other changes do you
think will happen?
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Growing popularity of independent cinema

Fill in the blanks as you read the text.

original

Films that stray off the beaten path and
give us something new are now becoming come across
ones we increasingly
Whether it's something
quirky or just different, filmgoers are sure celebrate
to find something that suits what they are
looking for. In the past, we would
independent films either
through word of mouth, alternative media
or simply . Many different
types of online sources provide all the
they need to find and
experience any number of independent
films.

information

by accident
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Write a letter

Many amazing independent films have been produced. However, you
can only watch them online at home since it is difficult to find cinemas
that screen films that are not commercial. Write a letter to the local
cinema managers and ask them to show a wider-range of genres
including indies. Give reasons why you want them to do this.
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Definition of independent film

Can you write a definition of indies, short for independent films,
in your own words? Make sure you include the words below.

Genre

Classical film styles

Budget and studio
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Growing popularity of independent cinema

Summarise!

What does the text say
about independent
cinema?
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Discussion

Read the quote below. What do you think the quote means?
Do you agree or disagree with the quote?

Truth is stranger
than fiction.
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Reflect on the goals

Go back to the second slide of the lesson and check
if you have achieved all the goals of the lesson.
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Reflect on this lesson

Think about everything you have seen in this lesson.
What were the most difficult activities or words? The easiest?
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Write your own example sentences

Social media has become very

1. Popular amon ' .
° ° popular among millennials.

2. Commercial

3. On-trend

4. Wide-range

5. Internationally

6. Classic

7. Increasingly

8. Interests
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Enjoy your show!

Watch an independent film of your choice and write a short
film review. Make sure you answer to the questions below.

@)

1. What is the 2. What was the o

title? story about? -

O

@)

3. Describe the N Wa_s e ©

characters en_dlng

' predictable? ©

@)

O

5. What are 6. Would you o
your opinions recommend it

on the film? to your friends? ©

@)

O
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About this material

This material is provided by /

lingoda

lingoda \Who are we?

(& Why learn English online?

8%% What kinds of English classes do we offer?
@ Who are our English teachers?

How do our English certificates work?

We also have a language blog!
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