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Goals 

■ Can recall comparatives 
and superlatives. 
 

■ Can make straightforward 
comparisons using 'than', 
'much', 'a little', 'slightly', 'as 
as', and 'less than'. 
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Is Jakarta as beautiful as Venice? 
Is Sao Paulo smaller than Edinburgh? 
Is Cairo the most interesting city in 

the world? 

http://www.lingoda.com/


4 www.lingoda.com 4 

Preview and warm-up 

■ In this lesson you are going to learn how to make comparisons with adverbs, 
and more phrases for making comparisons with adjectives. 

This is the most interesting lesson ever. 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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■ When we compare two things we use a comparative and when we compare 
three or more things we use a superlative.  

■ Have a look at the differences when adjectives have one or two syllables, or if 
they end in –y.  

Comparison of adjectives review 

Adjective Comparative Superlative 

Russia is a big country. Russia is bigger than China. Russia is the biggest 
country in the world. 

George is happy. George is happier than 
John. 

George is the happiest 
person I have ever met. 

Paris is beautiful. Paris is more beautiful 
than Detroit. 

Paris is the most beautiful 
city on Earth. 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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■ Here are some more examples with comparatives and superlatives.  
■ Remember that we use than in comparatives but not in superlatives.  

Comparison of adjectives review 

Comparative Superlative 

I am luckier than you. I’m the luckiest person in the world. 

British chocolate is better than American 
chocolate. But Swiss chocolate is the best! 

Perth has nicer weather than Sydney. Some people say Perth has the nicest 
climate in the world. 

London is a more interesting city than 
Slough. 

London has some of the most interesting 
museums in the world. 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Fill in the gaps 

Fill in the gaps with the comparatives or superlatives. 

1. Mexico City is _______________ Toronto. 
2. Lots of people say Tokyo is _______________ city in 

the world. 
3. Spain has _______________ weather than the UK. 
4. Venice is one of the _______________ cities in 

Europe. 
5. Children are usually _______________ adults. 

the biggest most beautiful bigger than happier than nicer 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Find the mistakes 

Find and correct 6 mistakes with comparatives and superlatives in the 
text. There is one other mistake in the text. Can you find it? 

London is bigger like Madrid. I also 
think that London is interestinger than 
Madrid because there were more 
things to do and London has the best 
museums than Madrid. But, Madrid is 
more cleaner than London and I think 
it is safest too. Overall, I think living in 
Madrid is better as living in London. 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Comparing 

Compare the places in these pictures. 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Regular adverbs end in –ly. They describe how something happens. If we want to 
make comparatives and superlatives with -ly adverbs we add: 
■  more or most before them in positive comparatives 
■ less and least in negative comparatives.  

Comparative and superlative adverbs 

Adverb Comparative Superlative 

She ran quickly. She ran more quickly than 
him. 

She ran the most quickly 
out of everyone.  

He whispered quietly. He whispered more quietly 
than her. 

He whispered the most 
quietly in the whole class. 

She frequently eats 
breakfast at home. 

She eats breakfast at home 
less frequently than her 
husband. 

She eats breakfast at home 
the least frequently of all 
her family. 

She spoke slowly. She spoke more slowly so 
we could understand. 

She spoke the most slowly 
of all the speakers I saw. 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Comparative and superlative adverbs 

■ When an adverb does not end in –ly but it has two syllables, it follows the 
same rules as on the previous page.  

You should go to class more often. 
Tania comes to class the most often. 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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■ Some adverbs do not end in –ly. In this case, if the adverb has one syllable, we 
add –er to the comparative and –est to the superlative.  

Comparative and superlative adverbs 

Adverb Comparative Superlative 

John tried hard. John tried harder than 
Ellen. John tried the hardest. 

She came home late.  She came home later than 
her brother. 

She came home the latest 
of all her family. 

Tom cycles fast. Tom cycles faster than 
Pete. 

Tom cycles the fastest of 
all his friends. 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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■ There are other adverbs which are irregular.  
■ Look at the four most common ones below.  

Comparative and superlative adverbs 

Adverb Comparative Superlative 

He sings badly. He sings worse than his 
mum. 

He sings the worst of 
anyone in the choir. 

She writes well. She writes better than her 
sister. 

She writes the best in her 
family. 

Her mum was a little 
worried. 

Her dad was less worried 
than her mum. 

Her brother was the least 
worried of all. 

He walked far today. He walked farther than his 
dad today. 

He walked the farthest of 
anyone in the group today. 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Answer the questions below about your family.  
Try to think of other questions that you can ask your classmates or 

teacher about their family and answer them together. 

Comparing your family 

Who speaks the most quietly? 

Who runs the fastest? 

Who can play football the best? 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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What is happening in these two pictures? 
Use comparative and superlative adverbs to describe them. 

Describe the pictures 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Comparative Detailed comparative 

The city was more beautiful than I 
imagined. 

The city was a lot more beautiful than I 
imagined. 

Tokyo was cleaner than I thought it 
would be. 

Tokyo was far cleaner than I thought it 
would be. 

Australia is bigger than New Zealand. Australia is much bigger than New Zealand. 

■ Sometimes we want to add more detail to our comparatives. We can do this 
by adding words or phrases in front of the comparative. 

■ The words below all mean a big amount.  

Adding detail to comparatives 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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■ Below are some ways to add more detail to comparatives which mean a small 
amount.  

Adding detail to comparatives 

Comparative Detailed comparative 

Kuala Lumpur was cheaper than I 
expected. 

Kuala Lumpur was a little cheaper than I 
expected.  

University in the UK is less expensive 
than in the USA. 

University in the UK is a bit less expensive 
than in the USA. 

The weather in Sydney is nicer than 
in Melbourne. 

The weather in Sydney is slightly nicer than 
in Melbourne. 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Two things that are the same 

This city is as nice as my hometown. 

London is as beautiful as Paris. 

■ If you want to say that two things are the same we use the structure as + 
adjective + as.  

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Unscramble the sentences 

Leeds. 

beautiful as 

http://www.lingoda.com/


20 www.lingoda.com 

Find things that are the same or similar in these pictures. 

Comparing 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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? ? ? ? ? ? 
? ? ? ? ? ? 

? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? 
? 

? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? 
? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? 

Answer the questions 

Which country is 
the same size as 

yours? 

Which famous city 
is a little bigger 

than yours? 

What is by far the 
most beautiful 

place you have ever 
been? 

Which country 
is a lot smaller 

than yours? 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Think about a place you have always wanted to live.  
List some things about it that make you want to live there. 

Your dream place 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Now write a short paragraph comparing the place where you would like 
to live with the place that you live now.  

Writing 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Game 

■ Compare the people below. 

http://www.lingoda.com/


25 www.lingoda.com 

Go back to the second slide of the lesson and check 
 if you have achieved all the goals of the lesson. 

yes no 

_______________________________ 

_______________________________ 

_______________________________ 

_______________________________ 

Reflect on the goals 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Think about everything you have seen in this lesson. 
What were the most difficult activities or words? The easiest? 

+ 
+ 

– 
– If you have time, go over  

the most difficult slides again 

_______________________________ 

_______________________________ 

_______________________________ 

_______________________________ 

_______________________________ 

_______________________________ 

_______________________________ 

_______________________________ 

Reflect on this lesson 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Exercise p. 7 
1. bigger than, 2. the biggest, 3. nicer, 4. most beautiful, 5. happier than  

 
Exercise p. 8 
London is bigger like [than] Madrid. I also think that London is interestinger [more 
interesting] than Madrid because there were [are] more things to do and London 
has the best [better] museums than Madrid. But, Madrid is more cleaner [cleaner] 
than London and I think it is safest [safer] too. Overall, I think living in Madrid is 
better as [than] living in London. 
 
 
Exercise p. 19 
Tokyo is much bigger than Leeds.  
London is a little more expensive than Paris. 
Florence is as beautiful as Venice.  
 

Answer key 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Homework 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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A 

B 

Unscramble 

Manchester. 

There are 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Write a short text comparing two places that you have been on 
holiday. 

Writing 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Homework answer key 

Exercise p. 29 
A. Krakow is far more beautiful than Manchester. 
B. There are as many places to go at night in Krakow as in Manchester. 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Why learn English online? 
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