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Goals 

■ Can read, understand, and 
recall facts from a text 
about being a language 
assistant. 
 

■ Can express 
straightforward opinions 
regarding the advantages 
and disadvantages of being 
a language assistant. 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Being a language assistant in England 
is a valuable experience. You can 

engage with the culture and immerse 
yourself in a new country. 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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challenging 

rewarding 

transferable 
skills 

wage guide 

state school engage with  
open 

someone‘s 
eyes 

Vocabulary 
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Vocabulary 

Being a teacher is rewarding when your 
students learn something new. 

Transferable skills are things like 
creativity and being able to work under 
pressure. 

Doctors have a very challenging job.  

Most countries have a national 
minimum wage. 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Vocabulary 

My boss guided me a lot when I first 
started working. 

Children can be really engaged with the 
subject when it interests them. 

A state school is funded by the 
government. 

Moving abroad can open people’s eyes 
to a new way of life.  

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Language assistant in England 

Being a foreign language assistant in the UK can 
be a rewarding and challenging experience. 
Language assistants are native speakers who go 
to the UK and work together with a qualified 
modern languages teacher in the classroom. 
Language assistants are not there to replace the 
teacher, but they are there to assist them. In the 
UK, schools look for native speakers of French, 
German, Spanish, Mandarin, and Italian. These 
are the languages taught in schools in the UK. 
Most language assistants work in secondary 
schools, usually with students between the ages 
of 14 and 18, though some work in primary 
schools or in higher education.  

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Language assistant in England 

Language assistants are almost always university 
students who choose to spend up to a year 
working in schools. They do this because they 
have a chance to get valuable teaching 
experience in a real environment. Because they 
work with experienced teachers, they can often 
learn a lot. Also, they are able to experience what 
teaching is like in the UK compared to their own 
country. Furthermore, they get to improve their 
own English language skills and have experience 
of living in a foreign country. There are many 
transferable skills learned as a language 
assistant too, such as working as part of a team 
and being creative.  

http://www.lingoda.com/
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What do these words and phrases from the text mean? 

Vocabulary 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Do you speak any of the languages 
needed to be a language 

assistant in the UK? 
Which languages are taught in 

schools in your country? 

Languages 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Did you have a language assistant when you were at school?  
Do you think it would have helped? 

Having a language assistant 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Language assistant in England 

Language assistants work 12 hours per week, 
though they can work an extra 6 hours on 
agreement with a school. They are expected to 
prepare lessons and activities with a language and 
cultural focus. They also work individually with 
students to help prepare them for oral exams in 
the target language and they might take part in 
evening and weekend cultural activities. Language 
assistants do not generally mark work or 
discipline students.  
 
Language assistants are paid, and though it is not 
a very high wage, it is good compensation for 
the number of hours that they work. However, as 
the UK is an expensive place to live, it can be good 
to go with extra money or to find an extra job 
while there.  

http://www.lingoda.com/


13 www.lingoda.com 

Language assistant in England 

There is always a teacher that language assistants work with. They will 
guide them throughout the placement and help them to pick the right 
activities to use with a group. They will also help them to develop their 
own activities. Language assistants also have a supervisor who 
introduces them to the school and deals with employment issues 
such as illness and holidays. 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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True or false 

1. Language assistants cannot work more than 12 hours 
per week. 

2. Language assistants can work up to 18 hours per 
week. 

3. Language assistants help students prepare for oral 
exams. 

4. Language assistants discipline students. 

5. Language assistants are paid a high wage. 

TRUE FALSE 

6. A supervisor deals with illness and holidays. 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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What would you do in your free 
time if you were a language 

assistant in England? 

Your free time 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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If you were a language assistant, what kind of lessons would you plan 
for your students? What about evening cultural activities? 

Lessons and activities 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Language assistant in England 

Generally, language assistants have a positive 
experience of working in state schools in the UK. 
They are happy that they can engage with the 
culture of their country of choice and that there 
are lots of opportunities for travel due to the low 
number of hours required. However, the few 
complaints often come from the fact that 
assistants can work anywhere in a certain 
country, and they have to sign contracts before 
they know exactly where they will be placed.  

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Language assistant in England 

Schools benefit from having language assistants because it gives their 
students real contact with a person from the culture of the language 
they are studying. Teachers are very enthusiastic in their reviews of 
language assistants, sometimes calling them walking, up-to-date 
dictionaries for their huge knowledge of slang and other 
colloquialisms. 
 
Language assistants open students’ eyes to a new culture and it is 
also exciting for young people to have contact with someone from a 
foreign country. Language assistants are also very important in making 
students more confident when speaking and promoting natural 
conversation.  

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Advantages of being a language assistant 

for the assistant for the teacher 

Make a list of the advantages mentioned in the text for a language 
assistant and a teacher. Can you add any more? 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Slang 

Do you know any 
slang or 

colloquialisms in 
English? 

codswallop 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Would you like to be a language assistant in England?  
What about in another country? 

About you 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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a b c 

Dictogloss 

Your teacher is going to read to you.  
Can you identify the main ideas?  

http://www.lingoda.com/


23 www.lingoda.com 

Go back to the second slide of the lesson and check 
 if you have achieved all the goals of the lesson. 

yes no 

_______________________________ 

_______________________________ 

_______________________________ 

_______________________________ 

Reflect on the goals 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Think about everything you have seen in this lesson. 
What were the most difficult activities or words? The easiest? 

+ 
+ 

– 
– If you have time, go over  

the most difficult slides again 

_______________________________ 

_______________________________ 

_______________________________ 

_______________________________ 

_______________________________ 

_______________________________ 

_______________________________ 

_______________________________ 

Reflect on this lesson 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Exercise p. 14 
1. F, 2. T, 3. T, 4. F, 5. F, 6. T 

Answer key 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Exercise p. 22 
Language assistants work 12 hours per week, though they can work an extra 6 
hours on agreement with a school. They are expected to prepare lessons and 
activities with a language and cultural focus. They also work individually with 
students to help prepare them for oral exams in the target language and they 
might take part in evening and weekend cultural activities. Language assistants do 
not generally mark work or discipline students.  
 
Language assistants are paid, and though it is not a very high wage, it is good 
compensation for the number of hours that they work. However, as the UK is an 
expensive place to live, it can be good to go with extra money or to find an extra job 
while there.  
 
There is always a teacher that language assistants work with. They will guide them 
throughout the placement and help them to pick the right activities to use with a 
group. They will also help them to develop their own activities. Language assistants 
also have a supervisor who introduces them to the school and deals with 
employment issues such as illness and holidays. 

Transcription 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Homework 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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A 

B 

Unscramble 

One of the 

they didn’t 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Write a short text about why students should be a language 
assistant in England.  

Writing 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Homework answer key 

Exercise p. 28 
A. One of the best things about being a language assistant is that you can immerse 
yourself in the culture. B. Some language assistants are placed where they didn‘t 
want to go. 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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                Who are we? 
 
Why learn English online? 

What kinds of English classes do we offer? 

Who are our English teachers? 

How do our English certificates work? 

We also have a language blog! 

This material is provided by 
 
 
 
 

About this material 
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