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Goals 

■ Can identify and describe 
tools used for bricolage. 
 

■ Can explain how objects 
around the house can be 
repaired. 
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DIY sometimes seems like Britain‘s 
national pastime.   

While some of us love it, many of us 
can‘t tell a hammer from a 

screwdriver.  
Time to fix that. 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Preview and warm-up 

■ In this lesson you are going to learn how to talk about repairing things yourself 
and the tools you use to do it.  

I‘m using a drill to make a hole.  

http://www.lingoda.com/
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DIY 

I‘m going to do some DIY this weekend.  

http://www.lingoda.com/
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fix 

The oven is broken so I need to fix it.  

http://www.lingoda.com/
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repair 

When something is broken we should repair it.  

http://www.lingoda.com/
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tool box 

A tool box contains lots of different tools.  

http://www.lingoda.com/
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hammer 

We use a hammer to hit nails.  

http://www.lingoda.com/
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screwdriver 

We use a screwdriver to screw in screws.  

http://www.lingoda.com/
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wrench 

We use a wrench to tighten nuts.  

http://www.lingoda.com/
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drill 

We use a drill to make holes.  

http://www.lingoda.com/
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A 

B 

C 

D 

E 

F 

1. drill 

2. tool box 

3. wrench 

4. hammer 

Match the text to the pictures 

5. screwdriver 

6. DIY 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Fill in the gaps 

Jane are you going to _______________ that cabinet? 

Here it is. Do you need a _______________ to hit that nail in? 

Oh and here’s your _______________ to turn that screw in.  

Yes, if I can find my _______________. It’s got all my tools in.  

Yes, but first I need a _______________ to make a hole here.  

http://www.lingoda.com/
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What DIY do you do?  
Which tools have you used? 

Doing DIY 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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tape measure 

safety goggles 

paint 

paintbrush varnish 

paint pot protective 
gloves 

bricolage 

Vocabulary 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Vocabulary 

We should wear safety goggles when 
repairing things.  

We paint the inside and outside of our 
houses. 

We use a tape measure to check how 
big something is. 

We use a paintbrush to paint. 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Vocabulary 

We get paint from a paint pot. 

We should wear protective gloves when 
varnishing something.  

We varnish wood to protect it.  

People do bricolage from many 
different things. 

http://www.lingoda.com/


19 www.lingoda.com 

Fill in the gaps 

Fill in the gaps with the words below.  

1. We should wear _______________ to protect our 
hands.  

2. We wear _______________ to protect our eyes.  
3. We use a _______________ to check how long or 

wide something is.  
4. We use a _______________ to paint something.  
5. We _______________ wood to protect it.  

safety goggles varnish protective gloves tape measure paintbrush 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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2 
3 

1 

Speaking  

Answer these questions with your classmates. 

What kind of furniture do we varnish? 

Have you ever done bricolage? 

Have you ever painted a house or a room? 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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What do you wear to protect yourself when doing DIY?  
What clothes do you wear? 

Protecting yourself 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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change a 
lightbulb 

We need to change lightbulbs about every six months.  

put up a shelf We use a drill and screws to put up shelves.  

fit a carpet When we move to somewhere new, we fit new carpets.  

brains over 
brawn 

Sometimes we need brains over brawn to solve a problem. 

Vocabulary 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Appliances 

What are these appliances?  
Could you fix them yourself if they broke?  

If not, who would you call to fix them? 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Vocabulary 

What other things can 
you use these verbs for 

in the house? 

put up 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Are there any jobs you need to do in your house at the moment? 

Speaking 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Write a note to your housemate who said they would do some jobs 
around the house on their day off. Let them know what needs fixing 

and what tools they might have to use.  

Writing 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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In which situations is it better to have brains over brawn?  
What about the other way round? 

Brains over brawn 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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? ? ? ? ? ? 
? ? ? ? ? ? 

? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? 
? 

? ? ? ? ? ? 
? ? ? ? ? ? 

? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? 
? 

The future 

What kind of objects 
might we have in the 
future? What do you 
think might become 

obsolete? 

Do you think we will still 
be doing DIY or will we 

need someone to repair 
things for us? 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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• Tell your classmates a job you need to 
do in the house.  

• They will tell you which tools you need 
to do it.  

Game 

I need to put up some curtains. 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Go back to the second slide of the lesson and check 
 if you have achieved all the goals of the lesson. 

yes no 

_______________________________ 

_______________________________ 

_______________________________ 

_______________________________ 

Reflect on the goals 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Think about everything you have seen in this lesson. 
What were the most difficult activities or words? The easiest? 

+ 
+ 

– 
– If you have time, go over  

the most difficult slides again 

_______________________________ 

_______________________________ 

_______________________________ 

_______________________________ 

_______________________________ 

_______________________________ 

_______________________________ 

_______________________________ 

Reflect on this lesson 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Activity p. 13 
1. C, 2. F, 3. A, 4. B, 5. E, 6. D 
 
Activity p. 14 
fix, toolbox, hammer, drill, screwdriver 
 
Activity p. 19 
1. protective gloves, 2. safety goggles, 3. tape measure, 4. paintbrush, 5. varnish 

Answer key 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Homework 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Vocabulary 

Have a look at the words and phrases below from the lesson. Which of 
these things have you done or used in the past?  

Which would you call a repair company for? 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Write a short text about what you have repaired yourself in the 
past and the kind of things you needed help with.  

Writing 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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                Who are we? 
 
Why learn English online? 

What kinds of English classes do we offer? 

Who are our English teachers? 

How do our English certificates work? 

We also have a language blog! 

This material is provided by 
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