Renovating a
house

LEVEL
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Can read, understand, and
recall facts from a text
about completing a

renovation.

Can describe and discuss
the process of renovating a
house.
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Renovating a family home can be very
stressful but with a little outside help
and some team effort, it can bring
great rewards.
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Vocabulary

surrounded
extensive
) roofer
renovation
home
improvement ladder
store
budget
cosy

restrictions

luxurious
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Vocabulary

The house was surrounded by beautiful
countryside.

The cottage needed extensive
renovation.

We went to the home improvement (i
store to buy some tools.
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Vocabulary

A roofer fixes roofs.
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Budget restrictions mean that we have
to do things ourselves at home instead
of hiring someone.

“8 The house was really cosy.

This fabric looks luxurious.
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Renovating a house

After John and Mary Reeves' children left home,
the couple decided to convert their large family
home into a guest house. They lived in the north
of Scotland, in a small village surrounded by
beautiful countryside, and the area was popular
with visitors. They knew that the house was in
need of extensive renovation, but they were
confident they could do some of the work
themselves after the building work had been
done.
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Renovating a house

The first thing they did was to prepare plans with an architect. As
neither John nor Mary had any experience in that area, they knew they
had to ask a professional. When the plans were finalised, they hired a
site manager to take care of the building work day-to-day. The site
manager started by hiring some roofers, who replaced the old tiles on
the roof of the family home and made sure that the roof would not
leak when it rained. After that, the building work moved inside.
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Match the words to the pictures

1. site manager

2. architect

3. tiles
leak

4.
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Renovations

If you were going to renovate a house would you hire an architect and a
site manager? How much could you do yourself?
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Guest houses

In which places in your country do
you think it is good to own a guest
house? Why?

Have you stayed in a guest house
before?
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Renovating a house

John and Mary had decided to change the floor
plan of the house a little, adding en suites to all
of the bedrooms. They knew that for the comfort
of their guests all the bedrooms would need their
own bathroom. Also, their own dining room only
held about 10 people - and they all had to sit at
the same big table. The house needed a bigger
dining room so that they could fit a few smaller
tables in. It was at this stage of the work that John
and Mary felt lucky that they had a site manager
because the noise from the renovation was
unbearable. They decided to go away for a
month while the work was completed.
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Renovating a house

When they came back all of the building work was complete and they
could start renovating and decorating the inside of the house. They
planned to decorate the rooms in a modern, but warm and
comforting way. They made a list of everything they needed and went
to the home improvement store, and then to a furniture shop. Mary
began by painting the newly-built en suite bathrooms, while John
started on the walls in the bedrooms. When it came to the time to
paint the hallway and around the stairs, the couple hit a problem.
Neither liked climbing too high on ladders over the stairs and so they
called their son and daughter in to help and it became a real team
effort.
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What do these words from the text mean?

floor plan en suite unbearable
_— _—_ .

newly-built hallway team effort
—_ —_ _—_
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Conveniences

John and Mary thought these things were necessary in a guest house.
Do you agree?
What other things do you think a guest house should have?
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Speaking

Answer the questions with your classmates.

Would you prefer to live in a newly-built house or a

renovated one? Why?

How would you feel about climbing ladders and painting

high up places?

Do you think that if you decided to renovate your house it

would become a team effort? If so, with whom?
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Renovating a house

With their children’s help, the guest house was
painted quickly, and everything began to look
sparkling and new. Because of budget
restrictions, John and Mary had decided to buy
flatpack furniture and build it themselves. This
was the next task and they got out their tool box
and set to work. The house became a place of
hammering, drilling and banging nails in. When
the furniture was finished it was finally time to put
the curtains up, put rugs on the floors and
cushions on the sofas. John and Mary had chosen
fabrics which were cosy, such as wool, combined
with luxury ones like silk to create the
atmosphere they wanted.
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Renovating a house

When the transformation was finished John and Mary were thrilled
with how everything looked. Their children said that they felt strange
at first, seeing their childhood home transformed into something
completely different, but they were happy that their parents had found
something to do with such a big house. John and Mary advertised their

guest house as a luxurious place for couples to relax in the Scottish
hills.
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Fill in the gaps

Fill in the gaps with the words from the text.

rugs thrilled sparkling luxurious fﬂ:ﬁ?:::(e

1. This furniture looks very . It must

be expensive.
2. We should put some on the floor

because it is quite cold.
3.  We bought some and built it

ourselves at home.
4, lwas by the transformation!

5. The new house was clean.
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Make some noise

What do these noises
sound like?

Which tools would create
the sounds below?

kHOCking drilling banging
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Flatpack furniture

Have you ever bought flatpack furniture?
Was it easy to put together?
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About you

How would you feel if your
parents transformed your old
room into something
completely different?

Has it happened to you?
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Imagine

Imagine you were going to transform your house or flat into a guest
house. What would you do and how would you want it to look?

Y Y

Think about if you
could make it bigger or
more comfortable for
guests,

What would the Style
be - modern or
traditional?
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Dictogloss

Your teacher is going to read to you.
Write down what you hear them say.

Listen up!
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Reflect on the goals

Go back to the second slide of the lesson and check
if you have achieved all the goals of the lesson.
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Reflect on this lesson

Think about everything you have seen in this lesson.
What were the most difficult activities or words? The easiest?
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- Transcription
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Vocabulary

Use the vocabulary on this page to help you with your writing

assignment.
rugs
cosy
chitect en suite luxurious
flatpack
furniture floor plan
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0‘ Writing

Write a short description of the guest house you designed on
page 23 of the lesson.

How would it look and who would it be for?
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About this material

This material is provided by /

lingoda

lingoda \Who are we?

(& Why learn English online?

8%% What kinds of English classes do we offer?
@ Who are our English teachers?

How do our English certificates work?

We also have a language blog!
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