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Goals 

■ Can explain the difference 
between descriptive 
adjectives ending in -ed 
and –ing. 
 

■ Can accurately select the 
correct preposition to use 
with descriptive adjectives 
ending in -ed and –ing. 
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This is a really interesting lesson. I 
promise you won‘t be bored and you 

will be satisfied with your progress by 
the end.  

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Preview and warm-up 

■ In this lesson, you will learn the difference between adjectives ending –ed and  
        -ing and how to use them properly.  

This is a really excitIng party.  

http://www.lingoda.com/


5 www.lingoda.com 5 

-ed adjectives 

I am tired. 

Sheila was bored. 

Brad was frightened. 

They are relaxed. 

I was terrified. 

■ Adjectives which end with –ed describe how we are feeling.  
■ Look at the examples below.  

http://www.lingoda.com/
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-ing adjectives 

The work was tiring. 

The lesson was boring.  

The film was frightening. 

The holiday was relaxing. 

The rollercoaster was terrifying. 

■ Adjectives which end with –ing describe how things make us feel.  
■ Look at the examples below.  

http://www.lingoda.com/
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-ed adjectives -ing adjectives 

I felt shocked because his behaviour was shocking. 

I was amazed by the amazing view.  

I am confused because grammar is confusing.  

I was annoyed because my little brother is really annoying. 

She was excited because the news was very exciting. 

■ Look at some examples of –ed and -ing adjectives side by side.  
■ Notice again how –ed adjectives describe how we feel, and how –ing 

adjectives describe how something or someone makes us feel.  

-ed and –ing adjectives 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Dialogue 

Go to bed Matt, you look (tired/tiring). 

I want to but I just watched a really (frightened/frightening) 

film and I know I won’t be able to sleep.  

I heard you screaming from the kitchen, you must have 

been (terrified/terrifying)! 

I was! And I had thought the film was going to be 

(bored/boring). How wrong was I?! 

Choose the correct option from the words in brackets then practise the 
dialogue with your classmates. 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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_______________________________________________________________

_________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________

_________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________

_________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________

_________________________________________ 

Complete the sentences using either the –ed or –ing form of 
the adjective. 

because the book was 
disappointing. 

3. The lesson was confusing… 

4. They were interested… 

5. I was amused… 

2. James felt exhausted… 

1. I was really disappointed… 

http://www.lingoda.com/


10 www.lingoda.com 

Speaking 

How are they feeling?  
Can you imagine why? 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Story 

The smell was disgust_______________. The 
lions were frighten_______________ for me but 
the gorillas were amaz_______________. They 
are like people. The seals were 
excit_______________ when the man came to 
feed them. I was never bor_______________ 
when I was there because everything was 
really interest_______________.  
 

Fill in the end of these adjectives with –ed or –ing.  
Then say where the story is set. 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Choose a place of your own and write a short story about it.  
When you are done, see if your classmates or teacher can guess where 

it is.  

Writing 

boring exciting 

relaxed satisfied 

annoying amazed 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Fill in the gaps 

Fill in the gaps with the verb in brackets by transforming it into the 
correct adjective. 

Now, answer the questions with your classmates and teacher.  

1. What kind of things do you find really 
_______________ (bore)? 

2. When was the last time you were 
_______________(terrify)? 

3. What is the most _______________ (interest) 
book you have ever read? 

4. What kind of food do you find 
_______________ (disgust)? 

5. Have you ever been _______________ 
(disappoint) by a book or a film? 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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+ with + for 

I was satisfied with the work they 
did. Eating vegetables is good for you. 

She was very unhappy with her 
grades. Smoking is bad for you. 

I was really angry with my son when 
he came home late. 

Charles Darwin is famous for his theory of 
evolution.  

I was really pleased with how the 
cake turned out. 

I was pleased for my mum when she won the 
cake competition. 

■ Some adjectives are followed by certain prepositions.  
■ There are no rules so you simply have to learn them.  
■ Some adjectives can be followed by different prepositions: look at pleased 

below.  

Adjectives and prepositions 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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■ Here are some more adjectives followed by prepositions.  

Adjectives and prepositions 

+ of + about 

I was scared of that big dog. I am very worried about my exams.  

Susie was tired of having to do grammar 
every day. What are you so angry about? 

James is sick of people telling him he’s too 
skinny. She was happy about winning the race. 

I am so proud of my daughter when I see 
her doing something new. 

He was annoyed about having to wait so 
long.  

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Adjectives and prepositions 

Pete is married to a doctor. 

Anne is really interested in horses. 

I was keen on baking when I was younger. 

She was surprised by her sister’s reaction. 

The children were very rude to their 
teacher. 

■ Below are some more adjectives with their prepositions.  

http://www.lingoda.com/


17 www.lingoda.com 

Categorise 

with 

Put the adjectives into the correct column.  
Remember that some can go with more than one preposition. 

for of about 

sick pleased 

satisfied good 

angry 

famous 

scared 

happy 

annoyed frightened worried bad 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Fill in the gaps 

1. Exercising every day is good _______________ 
you. 

2. Timmy was scared _______________ the tiger in 
the zoo. 

3. She was very angry _______________ her team 
losing the rugby match. 

4. I was so angry _______________ my husband 
when he forgot my birthday. 

5. Alex was tired _______________ having to wake 
up at 5am every day. 

Fill in the gaps with the correct preposition. 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Dialogue 

Is James the one who is married _______________ a model? 

No, James’s wife is interested _______________ photography. That’s 

what she does for a living. 

Lucky her. I was always keen _______________ photography when I was 

younger. 

I’m surprised ________________ that. I never knew you were artistic.  

Fill in the gaps with the correct preposition and then practise the 
dialogue with a classmate.  

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Complete the sentences 

2. Which DIY project that you have completed have you been 
most satisfied _______________? 

3. Are you interested _______________ any DIY programmes on 
TV? 

4. What kind of things do you get angry _______________ when you 
are doing DIY? 

1. Are you keen _______________ DIY or do you prefer someone 
else to do the work? 

Complete the sentences with the correct preposition. 

5. Have you ever done a DIY project and been very unhappy 
_______________ the results? 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Now answer the questions on the previous page with your classmates 
and teacher.  

Speaking 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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What is happening? 

Look at the pictures below. Describe each picture using a relevant –ed 
or -ing adjective.  

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Game 

■ How would you feel if you lived here? 
■ What would life be like?  
■ Use as many adjectives as you can. 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Go back to the second slide of the lesson and check 
 if you have achieved all the goals of the lesson. 

yes no 

_______________________________ 

_______________________________ 

_______________________________ 

_______________________________ 

Reflect on the goals 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Think about everything you have seen in this lesson. 
What were the most difficult activities or words? The easiest? 

+ 
+ 

– 
– If you have time, go over  

the most difficult slides again 

_______________________________ 

_______________________________ 

_______________________________ 

_______________________________ 

_______________________________ 

_______________________________ 

_______________________________ 

_______________________________ 

Reflect on this lesson 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Exercise p. 8 
tired, frightening, terrified, boring 
 
Exercise p. 11  
disgusting, frightening, amazing, excited, 
bored, interesting  
 
Exercise p. 13 
1. boring, 2. terrified, 3. interesting, 4. 
disgusting, 5. disappointed 
 
Exercise p. 17 sample answers (other 
answers are possible) 
with - angry, pleased, satisfied, good 
(e.g. good with children), bad (e.g. bad 
with children), sick (e.g. sick with worry)  
for - happy, worried of - scared about - 
scared, angry, pleased, happy, annoyed, 
worried, famous 

Exercise p. 17 continued 
of – frightened, sick, scared 
about – pleased, angry, worried, 
annoyed 
 
 
 
Exercise p. 18 
1. for, 2. of, 3. about, 4. with, 5. of 

 
Exercise p. 19 
to, in, on, about/by  
 
Exercise p. 20 
1. on, 2. with, 3. in, 4. about, 5. with 

Answer key 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Homework 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Adjectives 

You are going to write a text on the next page including all of these 
adjectives. Can you think of anymore from the lesson that you would 

like to include? 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Write your text here. Be as inventive as possible! 

Writing 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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