Transforming

LEVEL
Intermediate

NUMBER
B1_2066R_EN

LANGUAGE
English




Can read, understand, and
recall facts from a text
about transforming an old

factory into apartments.

Can describe and discuss
the process of renovating
an old building.
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Transformations can happen in the
most unlikely places. An old factory or
warehouse might not seem like a
great place to live, but a renovation
can make it into a desirable property.
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Vocabulary

renovate
industrial warehouse
airy loft
communal cutting edge

interior
designer
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Vocabulary

Manchester is an industrial city with s 38!
lots of old factories. [Exa
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Vocabulary

People store furniture and clothes in
the loft.

Most apartment buildings have
communal stairs.
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{b # . Phone companies are always trying to
3" < produce products with cutting edge
technology.

An interior designer plans how the ,ﬂ
° o o g ’@__
inside of your house will look.
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Transforming

The UK is short on space but has a lot of old
buildings to make up for it. Instead of choosing to
build a completely new house, lots of people
choose to renovate old buildings. The industrial
city of Manchester is a popular place to
transform old factories and warehouses into
contemporary flats.
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Transforming

It is sometimes hard to imagine how a run-down factory could be
turned into a modern, bright, airy space to live, but there are lots of
companies and individuals who have done more than just imagine it.
There are many different motivations for renovating old buildings. As
mentioned above, the UK is a crowded country and there is not a lot of
space to build new properties, particularly in city centres, and old
buildings are often protected by the government and cannot be
knocked down. There is certainly a profit to be made on renovating an
old factory.

www.lingoda.com


http://www.lingoda.com/

Transforming

We are going to look at the process a developer would go through
when renovating an old building. First of all, the developer must get
planning permission to change the inside and outside of any old
building. This can take a while, but the good news is in the UK that you
do not have to own the property to apply for planning permission, so
you can get permission before you buy an expensive building.

www.lingoda.com


http://www.lingoda.com/

What do these words and phrases from the text mean?

short on transform contemporary
run-down protected plan.nlr?g
permission
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Short on space?

Are the cities in your country
short on space?

Do people usually renovate old
buildings or build new ones?
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Planning permission

Do you know anything
about getting planning
permission in your
country?

Is it similar to the UK?
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Speaking

Would you consider renovating an old building and selling it for
apartments? Or would you rather live in it yourself?

www.lingoda.com


http://www.lingoda.com/

Transforming

Next an architect is necessary. They will create a floor plan and
make sure that the space gives people the open-plan living style
that they are looking for. Most people who buy converted
apartments are young and are looking for a contemporary style,
even in a traditional building.

It might be surprising to learn that old factories are often
converted into environmentally friendly buildings, which use the
latest technology, such as solar panels to provide energy. Solar
panels, however, cannot provide all the energy needed to power a
home in the UK, so gas and electricity must also be connected.
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Transforming

A favourite part of the building for most people
who want to live there would be the loft. Attic
conversions are extremely popular in the UK, as
people love the light, space, and feel of living in a
loft. When living at the top of a building there is
also the chance to create a roof terrace. This
might belong to one apartment, or it might be
communal. A communal roof terrace garden is
becoming more popular as a green space for
people who live in city apartments to spend time.
There is often a communal garden on the roof
which everyone cares for, and a seating area to
relax and enjoy the view!
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Fill in the gaps

Fill in the gaps with the vocabulary from the reading.

environmentally

converted attic roof terrace friendly solar panels
1. Lots of houses in Australia have on
the roof because it is very sunny there.
2.  We keep things we are not using in the
3.  New houses are because they

keep heat inside and they use renewable energy.

4. Inthe summer itis nice to sit outside on the
and talk to your neighbours.

5. lliveina factory building.
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An environmentally friendly home

Is it important to you to live in an environmentally friendly home?
How can you make sure your home is environmentally friendly?
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A converted loft

Would you like to
live in a converted
loft?

What are the
advantages and
disadvantages?
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A communal garden

Do you like the idea of having a communal garden?
Do you think it would work in a big city in your country?
What kind of things would you grow there?
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Transforming

Once the building has been converted, then the
developer would invite an interior designer to
create a comfortable but cutting edge style
inside the apartments. Exposed brick and
wooden beams are very popular as they show
people how the building used to look before the
renovation.
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Transforming

There are many challenges when renovating an old building. You might
not get permission to remove some things that you wanted to, such as
walls and columns, so you would have to change the design and you
might lose space. It can also cost a lot of money to update the
electricity supply and add modern plumbing. And while the building
might look solid, sometimes there are hidden problems in old
buildings that you only find after you start work.

However, if you manage to renovate an old factory into swish,
contemporary apartments, you can make a huge profit and have a
beautiful building at the end!
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Match the words to the pictures

1. exposed brick

2. wooden
beams

3. columns

4. plumbing
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Speaking

exposed brick

Would you like the features
mentioned in the reading in your
apartment?

Why or why not?

Wooden beams
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Problems

What problems were mentioned in the text about converting an old
building? Can you think of any more? Do you think, on balance, that
renovating an old factory or warehouse would be worth it?
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Dictogloss

Your teacher is going to read to you.
Write down what you hear them say.

Listen up!
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Reflect on the goals

Go back to the second slide of the lesson and check
if you have achieved all the goals of the lesson.

www.lingoda.com


http://www.lingoda.com/

Reflect on this lesson

Think about everything you have seen in this lesson.
What were the most difficult activities or words? The easiest?
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- Answer key

z'avoLgev
¢z d Ly

P31ISAUOD G ‘93e.443] JoOou i ‘Ajpuaii) Ajjeauswiuolinug “¢€ Dime 'z ‘sjpued Je|os |
91 ‘d AuAnoy

www.lingoda.com


http://www.lingoda.com/

- Transcription
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Unscramble

in my country

troub’e fhan O\d bU\\d\ng

itis worth . more
Renovating an '

e into flats

. reat |
Converting an Sreat ideq

old factory
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0 ‘ Writing

Choose either statement A or B from the previous page and
write a short text explaining why.
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Homework answer key
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About this material

This material is provided by /

lingoda

lingoda \Who are we?

(& Why learn English online?

8%% What kinds of English classes do we offer?
@ Who are our English teachers?

How do our English certificates work?

We also have a language blog!
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