
Write a script 
for a dialogue 

LEVEL NUMBER 

WRITING 

LANGUAGE 
Intermediate B1_2071W_EN English 



2 www.lingoda.com 

  

Goals 

■ Can identify and explain 
the features of an effective 
script for a film dialogue. 
 

■ Can write a straightforward 
and well-structured script 
for a film dialogue. 
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Teacher: Are you ready to learn 
something today? 

Student: Absolutely! 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Preview and warm-up 

■ In this lesson you are going to learn how to write a script for a film dialogue. 

I couldn‘t be happier! 
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Writing a dialogue 

Don’t make the lines too long. It is a 
dialogue, not a speech. 

Have some short lines and some longer 
ones to keep it interesting. 

Don’t allow your characters to talk over 
each other like we do in real life. 

Make your characters ask questions to 
drive the dialogue forward. 

■ Here are some basic rules to stick to when writing a dialogue. 
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Writing an interesting dialogue 

■ Let your characters disagree with each other – 
it is much more interesting! 

■ One character knows something the other 
doesn’t. 

■ The dialogue needs to have a point – if it 
doesn’t go anywhere or show something new 
it is pointless. 

■ Have a conflict 

■ Have a secret 

■ Have a purpose 

■ Below are some things you can do to make a dialogue interesting. 
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glad to hear 
you say that 

I couldn‘t be 
happier 

that‘s 
disgusting 

I can‘t stand it it makes me 
angry 

take it easy I‘m afraid 

I‘m very 
troubled 

Vocabulary review 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Vocabulary review 

Oh James, I couldn‘t be happier right 
now! 

Glad to hear you say that, because 
we‘re going back to South Africa in July. 

That‘s disgusting – take it away from 
me. 

The sound is awful, I can‘t stand it. 
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Vocabulary review 

It makes me angry when the children 
don‘t listen to me. 

I‘m afraid to tell you that I can‘t find 
your cat. 

Take it easy. We‘ll find your wallet.  

I‘m very troubled by that. How could 
you let this happen? 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Fill in the gaps 

Fill in the gaps with the words on the right. 

1. _______________. You always get angry too 
quickly. 

2. This is the best moment of my life. 
_______________! 

3. Oh that drink is horrible - _______________. 
4. _______________ when people cross the road 

on a red light. It’s so dangerous.  
5. _______________ I ordered lots of meat dishes, 

I didn’t know you were vegetarian. 

I couldn’t be happier right 
now 

I’m afraid 

Take it easy 

It makes me angry 

I can’t stand it 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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________________________________________

________________________________________ 

________________________________________

________________________________________ 

________________________________________

________________________________________ 

________________________________________

________________________________________ 

________________________________________

________________________________________ 

Write continuations for these sentences. Why does the 
speaker feel like this? 

3. I’m very troubled by that… 

4. I couldn’t be happier… 

5. It makes me angry… 

2. Glad to hear you say that… 

1. That’s disgusting! 
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Dialogue 

Declan proposed to me yesterday and I _______________!  

_______________ - I thought you two were never going to get married so I’m 

relieved.  

The only thing is… the ring. _______________. It looks like something from the 

1980s, and not the good part. And I have to wear it forever. 

_______________ - people “lose” rings all the time. Keep yours on for a few days 

then tell Declan you can’t find it. Problem solved! 

Fill in the gaps with an appropriate phrase from the previous pages.  
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thank goodness 

how awful 

what a 
surprise 

in view of seeing that 

given that 

Vocabulary review 

thanks to 

I couldn’t care 
less 

in the light of 

I don’t even know 
where to start 
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Vocabulary review 

How awful! I‘m so sorry for you. 

What a surprise! I had no idea you and 
David were together. 

Thank goodness you found him. Mr. 
Boots gets scared alone. 

I‘m so angry I don‘t even know where to 
start. 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Vocabulary review 

I couldn‘t care less about your stupid 
cat. 

In the light of that revelation, I‘m going 
to open a bottle of champagne. 

Thanks to Damon, my cat is back safe 
and sound. 

Given that your father and I didn‘t 
know you were dating James, yes we 

are suprised you‘re engaged. 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Fill in the gaps 

Fill in the gaps with the phrases below. 

1. _______________! That’s just terrible news.  
2. I’m so disappointed in all of you that 

_______________.  
3. _______________ about the fact that my best friend 

is engaged to my ex-girlfriend. I never really liked 
either of them. 

4. Everything is going to be alright _______________ 
Martha who has saved the day.  

5. _______________! I had no idea you were going to 
Bali too.  

I couldn’t care less What a surprise How awful I don’t know where 
to start thanks to 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Complete the sentences 

2. In the light of that… 

3. Given that… 

4. How awful! 

1. Thank goodness… 

Complete the sentences with something appropriate.  
Make them as dramatic as possible! 

5. I couldn’t care less… 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Use some of the phrases above to imagine what the people in these 
photos are thinking. 

Speaking 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Write a short dialogue (about 6 lines) with your classmate using some 
of the phrases from the previous pages. Look at the dialogue on p. 12 

for guidance. Choose one of the topics below to write about. 

Write a short dialogue 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Film script example 

Read through this example film script. 

Sheila: Mick! Mickey! Where are you? 
 
Mick: I‘m in the garden. 
 
Sheila: What are you sitting out here for? I thought you were doing a barbecue 
tonight. 
 
Mick: I don‘t really fancy it now. Sit down for a minute would you? 
 
Sheila: What‘s going on? Where‘s Rover? 
 
Mick: That‘s what I need to talk to you about. 
 
Sheila: Mick? I‘m worried now. 

Characters: Mick and Sheila 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Film script example 

Read through this example film script. 

Mick: I don’t know how to say this, Sheila. 
 
Sheila: Just spit it out. 
 
Mick: When I came back from fishing I couldn’t find Rover.  
 
Sheila: You mean he’s escaped again? That dog, he really makes me angry 
sometimes.  
 
Mick: No, he hasn’t escaped. Take it easy.  
 
Sheila: Where is he then? 
 
Mick: I came out into the garden and I saw a python out here. 
 
Sheila: Do you think Rover got scared and ran away?  
 
Mick: No… I er, I’m afraid he became dinner for the python.   

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Fill in the gaps with your own ideas 

Sheila: Mick! Mickey! Where are you? 
 
Mick: I‘m in the _______________. 
 
Sheila: What are you sitting _______________ for? I thought you were 
doing a _______________ tonight. 
 
Mick: Umm yeah I was about to. Look, sit down for a minute would 
you? 
 
Sheila: Why? What‘s going on? Where‘s _______________? 
 
Mick: Well, that‘s what I need to talk to you about. 
 
Sheila: Mick? You‘ve got me _______________ now. 
 
Mick: I don’t know how to say this, Sheil. 

Characters: Mick and Sheila 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Fill in the gaps with your own ideas 

Read through the dialogue again. 

Sheila: Just spit it out. 
 
Mick: When I came back from _______________ I couldn’t find _______________ 
 
Sheila: You mean he’s _______________ again? That _______________, he really 
makes me _______________ sometimes.  
 
Mick: No, he hasn’t _______________. Take it easy.  
 
Sheila: Where is he then? 
 
Mick: I came out into the _______________ and I saw a _______________ out here. 
 
Sheila: Do you think _______________ and _______________?  
 
Mick: No… I er, I’m afraid he _______________.   

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Write a continuation of the film script. You should try to write 
about 200 words. Make it as funny and silly as possible. 

Write a film script 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Compare your writing 

Sheila: I hope this is another one of your jokes? 
 
 
Mick: I wish it was.  
 
 
Sheila: I can’t stand this. It’s awful. 
 
 
Mick: Don’t cry love. It’s nature, isn’t it? 
 
 
Sheila: Nature! 
 
 
Mick: Dog eat dog and all that. Or python eat dog. 
 
 
Sheila: You’re disgusting! Making jokes at a time like this. 
 
 
... 

Characters: Mick and Sheila 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Compare your writing 

Compare your script to the one here. 

Sheila: You were supposed to lock the dog in the house when you went out. Are you telling me 
you forgot again? 
 
Mick: I thought I had. He must have got out.  
 
Sheila: Given that he doesn’t have a key, I don’t see how that’s possible.  
 
Mick: He was smart, he must have worked it out.  
 
Sheila: Mick! I loved that dog but he was not smart. I’m troubled by your attitude to this. Do 
you even care what happened? 
 
Mick: Seeing that we can’t change it… 
 
Sheila: I hate you! Thanks to you, my dog is dead. And I can’t even bury him.  
 
Mick: Oh stop. You’d think I did it on purpose.  
 
Sheila: I think you might have done.  
 
Mick: I could have just fed the stupid dog to the croc that walks past every night.  

http://www.lingoda.com/


27 www.lingoda.com 

Go back to the second slide of the lesson and check 
 if you have achieved all the goals of the lesson. 

yes no 

_______________________________ 

_______________________________ 

_______________________________ 

_______________________________ 

Reflect on the goals 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Think about everything you have seen in this lesson. 
What were the most difficult activities or words? The easiest? 

+ 
+ 

– 
– If you have time, go over  

the most difficult slides again 

_______________________________ 

_______________________________ 

_______________________________ 

_______________________________ 

_______________________________ 

_______________________________ 

_______________________________ 

_______________________________ 

Reflect on this lesson 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Activity p. 10 
1. Take it easy, 2. I couldn’t be happier right now, 3. I can’t stand it, 4. it makes me 
angry, 5. I’m afraid 
 
Activity p. 12 
couldn’t be happier, glad to hear you say that, I can’t stand it, take it easy 
 
Activity p. 16 
1. How awful, 2. I don’t know where to start, 3. I couldn’t care less, 4. thanks to, 5. 
what a surprise 

Answer key 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Homework 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Vocabulary 

Have a look at the phrases below.  
You are going to write another dialogue including some of these 

phrases.  

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Write another dialogue. This time you should use a theme of 
your own. Follow the rules set out during the lesson.  

Writing 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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What kinds of English classes do we offer? 

Who are our English teachers? 

How do our English certificates work? 

We also have a language blog! 

This material is provided by 
 
 
 
 

About this material 

                

                

                

                

                

http://www.lingoda.com/
http://www.lingoda.com/about-us
https://www.lingoda.com/online-language-course
http://www.lingoda.com/english/how-it-works
http://www.lingoda.com/english/teacher
https://www.lingoda.com/english/certificate
http://www.lingoda.com/blog
http://www.lingoda.com/

	Slide Number 1
	Goals
	Slide Number 3
	Preview and warm-up
	Writing a dialogue
	Writing an interesting dialogue
	Vocabulary review
	Vocabulary review
	Vocabulary review
	Fill in the gaps
	Write continuations for these sentences. Why does the speaker feel like this?
	Dialogue
	Vocabulary review
	Vocabulary review
	Vocabulary review
	Fill in the gaps
	Complete the sentences
	Speaking
	Write a short dialogue
	Film script example
	Film script example
	Fill in the gaps with your own ideas
	Fill in the gaps with your own ideas
	Write a film script
	Compare your writing
	Compare your writing
	Slide Number 27
	Slide Number 28
	Answer key
	Slide Number 30
	Vocabulary
	Writing
	Slide Number 33

