The culture of
board games
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Can understand and
explain complex
instructions for games.

Can maintain a
straightforward discussion
about strategies for card
games and board games.
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Playing games is not just for kids!

Playing board games allows people to
show off their strategy skills or have a
friendly competition.

Let's get started. Who wants to go first?
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Preview and warm-up

What kind of games do you like to play?

Do you try to win or do you prefer just to have fun?
Today, we will practise the language you need for your next games night.

Playing games is a great way to have fun and compete with family and
friends.
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New Words

Let's play a board game instead of watching TV! You

board games clear the table and I'll find the instructions.

Card games are perfect for a camping trip - cards don't
card games take up much space and you can play games like poker
or go fish.

| love my brother, but when we're playing board games, |

opponents consider him my opponent and try hard to win!
| enjoy a little friendly competition, but my girlfriend
competition takes it too far - whenever we play word games, she has

to win.

www.lingoda.com


http://www.lingoda.com/

New Words

family games

afternoon games

antagonistic

meeting at the
table to play

to know how to
win

to know how to
lose

What's a good family game that we can play with both our
kids and grandkids?

We've got nothing to do on this rainy Sunday. Why not take a
few hours and play an afternoon game?

Scott is too antagonistic at games night. He fights, cheats,
and gets mad when others win.

Kids! Come downstairs! We're meeting at the table to play a
game in 10 minutes!

She really knows how to win at word games; she always
makes the longest words that get the highest score.

Do you know how to lose at poker fast? Show everyone what
cards you have!
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game of luck strategy game

A strategy game, like chess, requires planning and skill to win.
In a game of luck anyone can win, sometimes without even trying!

Marcel is a master of strategy games; he makes a plan to win
and is somehow three moves ahead of everyone else.
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game instructions game complexity

The game instructions tell you exactly how the game works and all the
rules you must follow.

If a game is complex, that means there are many rules or steps. A game’s
complexity may be high, like a role-playing game that takes several hours to
play, or low, like tic-tac-toe!

Can you read the instructions to make sure we all understand
how this game works?

I'm too tired for that game’s complexity. Can we play something
easy and mindless?
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being competitive rivalry

Being competitive means acting in a way that shows you are determined
to win.

Arivalry is an intense type of competition between two or more people
who are striving to reach the same goal.

| am competitive and like to win games, but my sister and
brother have a serious rivalry. She will do anything to beat my
brother!
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New Words

board

square

dice

checker

Can you set up the board while | read the instructions?

The card says to move three squares...one, two,
three...and roll again.

Let's roll the dice to see who will go first. The highest
number will be the winner.

Ugh, chess is so hard! Can we play checkers instead?
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Multiple choice

1.

We need to roll them to see who goes first.

cards b. dice c. birds d. rice

We like to get together at weekends in the winter, take a few hours, and play an
afternoon game b. puzzle c. football d. game of luck
Hey, can you tell me about the ? | want to know how hard it is to play
before we start.

checkers b. board c. game complexity d. competition

I at card games, but I'm hopeless with word games. I'm always in last
place!

competed b. know how to win c. know howtolose d. rival
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Build sentences

Build a sentence or a question with each of these words.

For example: / love to meet at the table to play card games. | know the
rules of one game very well, so | know how to win!

meeting at the

\a
card game rable to P&

rivalry game antagonistic
instructions

to know how to

Strategy game i
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Favourite game

Use the questions below as prompts to describe your favourite game.
Why do you like this particular game?
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understanding instructions

Instructions tell you everything you need to know about a game.

They are orderly and easy to follow. They will tell you the object of the game, so that
all players know what the goal of playing is and how they can win.

Instructions will also tell you any equipment you might need, and how to set up the
game.

After all the letters have been used, the player with the
highest score is the winner.

By buying property, your goal is to become the wealthiest
player on the board.
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understanding instructions

Instructions are usually written in the active voice in a straightforward way.
Instructions are often written in the second person, which helps players
understand what they should do.

Generally, they will take you chronologically through the game, explaining each
step of play and any rules.

Give each player five red cards and four blue cards to start.

Roll the dice. If you roll doubles, draw a card.
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Sample instructions and rules

Below you will find some sample instructions for a game.
Can you follow them?

You should have
the game board,
150 letter tiles, 60
wild cards, dice,

and score sheets.

Each player
should take three
cards and ten

letter tiles. When it is your
turn, you may
place a word on
the board or steal
letters from an

You can swap opponent.
your letters with If you choose to
someone else but steal letters, your
then you must turn is over.
miss a turn.
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Put the instructions for the game Treasure Chest in order

c. When there are
a. The youngest b. Pick your only tqu players
player should go remaining, the
) character. ) : )
first. final lightning
round begins.

d. In the first
round, you may
buy as much
treasure as you
want.

e. The object of
Treasure Chest is
to collect the most

gold cards.

f. You need at
least 4 players to

play.
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Create your own game

Now it’s time to get creative! Think of a simple game you would like to
create. Explain to your classmates and teacher the instructions for your
game and don’t forget to come up with a catchy name!

Below are some prompts to help you.

Come up with 3 main rules.

How many Do you have to Where can you

players? skip a turn? play the game?

.What How long does s it suitable for
Ll strdalstele it take to play? all ages?
you need? ' '
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friendly competition

Everyone wants to win at games. Competition or being competitive shows that you
want to come out ahead.

®  You might celebrate when you do something well or when you get lucky.
® You might taunt or tease your opponents when something does not go well for

them.

® You might be strategic about how you can win. You might decide to focus on
beating one person in particular.

® You might act differently than you do in your everyday life.

® Competition can be friendly and positive, or it can be unfriendly and negative.
It depends on your tone and attitude.

Do you know someone who is very competitive?
How would you describe their behaviour?
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rivalry antagonism

It's family poker night and you are determined to beat your brother! You two have a
rivalry. You're focused on beating each other as you compete for the same goal.

® You pay extra attention to him and try to figure out what cards he has.

® You strategise about how you can make him lose.
® The competition is intense, but still friendly.

Sometimes a rivalry goes too far and becomes antagonistic. Players cheat, get upset,
or have their feelings hurt. When this happens, the competition is no longer
enjoyable.

Rivalry or antagonism?

Jenna not only wants to win, she wants her sister Ellen to
lose. When Ellen has a good turn, Jenna sulks and walks away
from the game.
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Being competitive - some example sentences

beat you!

That's ten points for me and none for

you!
Better luck next time! 4*
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Fill in the gaps

The Frost family are deciding what game to play for their monthly
family game night. Fill in the gaps with the correct word.

strategy games competition family game knows how to lose rivalry

1. What should we play? We need a good
, because Liz is coming over with

her kids.

2. Okay, but nothing too easy. | like really
complicated , because you have to
be really smart to win.

3. I know you do, but can you keep your

with James under control?
Sometimes | worry that there's too much
and not enough fun.

4. Yes, but being competitive is fun! Anyway, James =
never wins. He really just ! C iy
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Eliza and Oscar’s game night rivalry: complete the dialogue.
Remember, they are both very competitive!

Watch out, Eliza! You're three points ahead now, but I'm

coming for you.

It says to ! One, two, three...and I've landed

on the treasure chest square. What do | do here?

Wow! Twenty from each player? . Pay up,

everyone!

www.lingoda.com

Ha! If you say so. I'm not letting you win. You need to take a

card now. What does it say?

Okay, the instructions say that you collect 20 euros from

each player. Fine! I've got plenty of money!

I'll be back on top soon! It's my turn now... pass me the

, I need to roll.
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Showing your competitive side

You are visiting friends in the U.K. and are attending their family games
night. You want to show your competitive side!

What would you say in the following scenarios?

You take out one You lose your
of your turn and have to
opponents. sit out a round.

Ve Gielr pleyeis After one clever

>eem tp .be move, you get 20
strategising .

: points.
against you.
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What do you think?

What's the difference
between friendly and
unfriendly competition?

When does competition go
too far?
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playing games with your family

Families often gather together to play games. They may have a regular
game night, play a favourite game at family reunions, or bring a deck of
cards to play card games when they are on holiday.

What games do you like to play with your family?
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What game should we play?

When you are deciding which game to play with your family, consider some of the
following points:

® How many players do you need for the game, and how old are they?

® How much time do you have?
® Do people enjoy complicated games or simpler games of luck?
® Is anybody really competitive?
® Does your family like serious games or do they prefer something silly and relaxing?

This is the perfect game for us! You need four to six adult
players, and it should take around ninety minutes. Plus it is
really easy to understand the instructions. Let's go!

That game does not sound like much fun to me. | think we
should play something more exciting, like a strategy game.
We have all afternoon!
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Choosing a game to play with your family

Louise and her family are picking a game for family game night.
Complete the sentences below using some of the new vocabulary you
have learnt in this lesson.

1. lwant to play a game that...

2. My sisters always choose card games...
3. Reading the instructions is...

4. On game night, my dad usually...

5. | think family game night is...
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Convince your family

You are on holiday with your family and are choosing a board game for
the evening. Convince your family that your choice is the best one.

Introduce the game you want to play.

Explain why it is the best choice for your family.

Briefly describe how the game is played.
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Games

Think of a gaMe

Think of a game which starts with a
with
that starts

certain letter. You can tell your teacher
and the rest of your class.

They will ask questions to find out what
game you are thinking of!

Student A: The game | am thinking of starts with the letter C.
Teacher: Is it a card game?
Student A: No, guess again!
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Reflect on the goals

Go back to the second slide of the lesson and check
if you have achieved all the goals of the lesson.
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Reflect on this lesson

Think about everything you have seen in this lesson.
What were the most difficult activities or words? The easiest?
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Categorise these pieces information about a board game

1. If you land on a 2. Once the first
: : 4. A fast-paced, fun
red square, take a round is over, 3.4 Dice 2me for the familv!
card. choose a new judge & y:

7. Answer the

5. First, choose your 8. 100 Question

character. 6. 1 Board qguestion on the Cards
card.
9. Players try to 10. Players compete 11 Timer or 12. If you do not know
collect as many red to answers trivia stopwatch the answer, opponents
cards as they can. guestions. P may answer.
Object and Description Game Instructions S ENTEITE e 5l

need

www.lingoda.com


http://www.lingoda.com/

Homework: an email to a friend

While visiting friends in the U.K., you participated in their
monthly game night and had a great time. Write an e-mail to
your sister telling her about the game night and why you think
your family should start this tradition.

To: littlessister

Subject: We should do this!

Hi Sis!

Greetings from England! How are you? Pauline and Gerald hosted their monthly
games night yesterday and it was lots of fun!
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Homework answer key
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About this material

This material is provided by /

lingoda

lingoda \Who are we?

(& Why learn English online?

8%% What kinds of English classes do we offer?
@ Who are our English teachers?

How do our English certificates work?

We also have a language blog!
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