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Goals 

■ Can provide a simple 
explanation of the second 
conditional and its uses, 
with examples. 
 

■ Can accurately use the 
second conditional in a 
range of straightforward 
sentences. 
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Some things will always happen:  
If you stand in the rain, you get wet.  

 
Some things will probably happen:  
If I go to the supermarket, I will get 

cereal and milk.  
 

And then there are those things we 
wish would happen: being rich, having 

superpowers… 
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Preview and warm-up 

■ Today we will learn about the second conditional. This lets us talk about our 
wishes and dreams, impossible or unlikely as they may be.  

If I were six feet tall, I would be an amazing basketball player.  
Sadly, I am only five feet tall. This is not going to happen!  
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What are conditionals?  

■ A conditional is a sentence with two clauses: an if/when clause and a main 
clause  

■ The two clauses are related: if the first one is true, then so is the second.  

■ If you lose your baby teeth, adult 
teeth grow.  

You can also switch the order, and the 
meaning is the same.  

■ Adult teeth grow if you lose your 
baby teeth.  
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■ The zero conditional expresses something that is always true. It consists of 
two clauses in the present tense.  

■ The first conditional expresses things that are likely or possible, even if they 
have not yet happened.  

■ You build it with an if clause in the present simple and a main clause in the 
future tense.  

Reviewing zero and first conditional  

conditional how it is built  sentences 

Zero conditional  present simple + present 
simple 

When plants get water and 
sun, they grow. 

First conditional  present simple + future 
(will infinitive) 

If I remember to water my 
plants, they will survive.   
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Zero and first conditional in action  

You should go! If you leave now, you 
will get there before dark.  

He is allergic to nuts. When he eats 
nuts, he gets sick.   

■ Which sentence is written in the first conditional?  
■ Which sentence is written in the zero conditional?  
■ How can you tell?  

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Conditionals in action  

■ Here are some more examples. Which are zero conditionals? Which are first? 

If we have enough money, we will get a present for Alice. 

If the queue is not too long, we will visit the Louvre.  

If I have time, I will pick you up after work.  

Biscuits burn if you leave them in the oven for too long.  
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Using when in zero and first conditionals 

When the train is late, he gets angry.  

■ We use when for conditionals we know will happen. 
■ I’m cooking pizza tonight – 100% certain. 
■ When I cook pizza tonight, I’ll use the cheese in the fridge. 

When I start my new job, I will meet 
new people. 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Find the match  

a. we will invite them to the party, 
too. 

2. If I give you enough money… b. I will buy them for the party.  

c. we will donate some to charity. 

4. If the birthday girl receives too 
many gifts.. 

d. will you order enough pizza for 
twenty people?  

3. When we see Sophie’s parents at 
the park… 

1. If there are any princess-themed 
decorations… 

Your family is getting ready to celebrate a 6th birthday party! There’s a 
lot to do. Match each if/when clause to the relevant main clause.  
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Can you help?  

Now that the birthday party is over, you’re planning an anniversary 
party for your parents. Your siblings have phoned with several requests 

and questions. Your partner wrote them all down.  
Answer each one using the first conditional.  
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Complete these sentences using the first conditional.  

A likely story!  
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■ Like the other conditionals, the second conditional has two clauses:  
■ An if clause with the simple past 
■ A main clause using would  
■ For example: If I had a pet dolphin, I would name it Cyril.  

■ Remember to watch out for irregular verbs as well as negative structures!  

Building the second conditional  

If statement  past simple would  infinitive 

If I had a castle I would  decorate all the 
rooms. 

If you lived in Paris you would eat croissants daily. 

If we did not know 
English we would feel sad. 

If they won a free holiday they would fly directly to Japan.  
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■ Your if clause and main clause are closely connected. One determines the 
other. 

■ You can switch the order and the meaning will stay the same - try it out!  
■ If I had a million dollars, I would buy two scoops of ice cream instead of one.  
■ I would buy two scoops of ice cream instead of one if I had a million dollars!  

What would I do?  

if clause main clause 

If I saw a bear… I would probably faint. 

If you visited your mother more…        you would have a better relationship. 

If I did not watch so much TV … I would study English more.  
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You are feeling goal-oriented. Complete the sentences about 
your hopes and dreams. 

If I ran faster, I would win the city-
wide marathon.  

3. not work…have time for 
creative hobbies. 

4. get a tandem partner…learn a 
language. 

5. wake up early…do yoga every 
morning. 

2. speak Italian…study in Rome 
for a year.  

1. run faster…win the city-wide 
marathon. 
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Imagine you have been given a 
fully-paid year off work.  

What would you do?  
Use the second conditional. 

What would you do?  

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Using the second conditional to talk about unlikely 
situations 

If I was a famous pop star, I would hire 
a chauffeur and a private chef.  

■ With the second conditional, we can talk about things that are unlikely or 
impossible. 

■ We use it to talk about hopes and dreams. 
■ We use it to express ideas about things that probably won’t come true.  

If I lived on a desert island, I would go 
to the beach every day! 
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Using the second conditional to talk about the present  

■ We can also talk about present situations that are impossible.  

If I had my swimming costume, I 
would swim in the lake with you!  

■ The if clause refers to something 
that is not currently true -  I don‘t 
have my swimming costume 

■ The main clause describes the 
impossible outcome - swimming 
can‘t happen without the right 
clothing!  
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Second conditional in use  

If I met the Prime Minister, I would ask 
her to focus on the environment.  

If I were not so tired, I would go to that 
midnight screening with you.  

■ Here are some examples of the second conditional.  
■ Note that both situations are improbable, but for different reasons.  
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Second conditional in use  

■ Here are some more examples of sentences and questions in the second 
conditional. 

What would you say to your favourite pop star if you met 
them?  

How would you feel if you woke up at four in the 
morning? 

If I had a limitless amount of money, I would take a 
holiday every month. 

If money were no issue, where would you go on holiday?  

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Using modals to express yourself in the second conditional 

If I understood 
German… 

I could speak with my 
neighbours. 

You might feel 
healthier… 

if you stopped 
smoking. 

If I had more time… I could apply for a 
new job.  

I might come with 
you. 

If you go to the 
swimming baths 
later... 

Who would you be… If you could be any 
famous person? 

■ You can also use modal verbs like can, could or may or might in place of will or 
would. 

■ Using modals can help you express yourself more clearly and politely, 
depending on the situation.  
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The first conditional versus the second conditional 

When I move to Shoreditch, I’ll join the 
local rugby club. 

If I lived in Cornwall, I’d take lovely 
walks by the sea.  

■ Thomas plans to move to England in the next year. He uses the first 
conditional to talk about his plans there.  

■ Sarah enjoys visiting England but moving there is not very likely. She just 
imagines what it would be like.  
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Categorise these plans and dreams 

Thomas - moving to 
England 

Sarah - loves to dream 
about England 

Thomas is moving to England within the next month. Sarah has no 
immediate plans to move there but just loves all things British! 

Categorise these items as Thomas’ plans (first conditional) or Sarah’s 
dreams (second conditional). 

I’d probably get a 
British accent. 

I’ll have to buy 
some new 
furniture. 

I’d study at Oxford. I’ll get used to 
drinking tea. 

I’d have loads of 
tea and scones. 

I’d meet Prince 
William. 

I’ll meet up with an 
old friend in 

London. 

I’ll learn to drive on 
the other side of 

the road. 
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2 
3 

1 

Dreaming of a life far away 

Use the previous slide to make notes about Sarah’s dreams and ideas 
about life in England. Where would you go if you could move to any 

foreign country? Using the second conditional, discuss the three 
questions below.  

Is there a place you dream about moving to? Where would 

you go and what would your life be like there?  

Ask someone else! Come up with three questions about 

moving to a new city or country using the second 

conditional. 

Discuss Sarah’s dreams about life in England. 
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Go back to the second slide of the lesson and check 
 if you have achieved all the goals of the lesson. 

yes no 

_______________________________ 

_______________________________ 

_______________________________ 

_______________________________ 

Reflect on the goals 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Think about everything you have seen in this lesson. 
What were the most difficult activities or words? The easiest? 

+ 
+ 

– 
– If you have time, go over  

the most difficult slides again 

_______________________________ 

_______________________________ 

_______________________________ 

_______________________________ 

_______________________________ 

_______________________________ 

_______________________________ 

_______________________________ 

Reflect on this lesson 
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Exercise p. 10 1b; 2d; 3a; 4c  
 
Exercise p. 11 
Examples include: If I have time, I will bake a cake; if people are interested, we will 
go to breakfast the morning after; if Greg remembers to, he will pay the DJ.  
  
Exercise p. 15 
If I spoke Italian, I would study in Rome for a year.  
If I did not work, I would have time for creative hobbies  
If I got a tandem partner, I would learn a language.  
If I woke up early, I would do yoga every morning.  

Answer key 1/3 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Exercise p. 23 
If you listened in class you would get better marks.  
If Mr. Smith was a more interesting teacher, I would not sleep in his class every day.  
If you just drank a coffee before his lecture. 
I would ask you for your notes, if I was not afraid of what you’d say.  
If we were not in the library, I would shout with joy.  
  
Exercise p. 26 
Thomas—moving to England 
When I move to England, I’ll look up an old friend in London 
I’ll learn to drive on the other side of the road 
I’ll get used to drinking tea.  
I’ll have to buy some new furniture.  

Answer key 2/3 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Exercise p. 26 continued 
Sarah—loves to dream about moving to England 
If I lived in the England, I’d have tons of tea and scones. 
If I lived in the England, I’d meet Prince William. 
If I lived in the England, I’d study at Oxford. 
If I lived in the England, I’d probably get an English accent. 

Answer key 3/3 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Homework 
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Complete the sentences 

2. If we get a dog… 

3. If you drank less coffee… 4. If I moved to Scotland… 

6. If I earned more money… 

7. If I take an English class… 8. If I weren’t so tired… 

5. If my friends threw me a party… 

1. If I have time after work… 

Complete the following sentences creatively and logically.  
Note that this task has a mix of first and second conditionals!  

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Your company wants to know how it can improve its culture. 
They’ve asked employees to anonymously share their opinion 
on the following : what would you do differently if you were the 

boss?  
Respond to their prompt with your ideas.  

If I was the boss 

If I was the boss I would make a lot of changes… 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Homework answer key 

Exercise p. 34 – example answers 
 
1. First conditional: If I have time after work, I will meet you for a drink. 
2. First conditional: If we get a dog, I will walk him every day. 
3. Second conditional: If you drank less coffee, you would sleep better. 
4. Second conditional: If I moved to Scotland, I would buy a kilt. 
5. Second conditional: If my friends threw me a party, I would be delighted. 
6. Second conditional: If I earned more money, I would buy a bigger house. 
7. First conditional: If I take an English class, my speaking skills will improve. 
8. Second conditional: If I weren’t so tired, I would go to the cinema with you. 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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