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Goals 

■ Can identify and explain 
different types of 
competition systems. 
 

■ Can make straightforward 
comparisons using 
scoreboards and lists. 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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You know your favourite team is the 
best in the league, but how do you 

convince your friend of this fact?  
Today you will practice the skills 

needed to evaluate and talk about 
sports data - and hopefully be able to 

argue that your team will win!  

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Preview and warm-up 

■ Who scored? Who is the best player? What will happen in the final round? 
Talking about games and scores involves stating facts, interpreting information, 
and making guesses. 

Cheering your team onto victory can be an exciting experience, even if 
you are just at home with friends.  

http://www.lingoda.com/
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A tournament is a competition, usually with multiple rounds or stages, 
that can involve many teams or individual athletes.  

The college basketball tournament will start on March 1st and 
end on March 15th. Sixteen teams will take part in it.  

Who will be the champion at the end of it all?  

tournament 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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When a team performs well in all of their matches, they will go onto a 
championship. A championship determines the winner in a certain 

sports league.  

The winners of a championship might get trophies, rings, 
cash prizes, fame, or just the satisfaction of winning. 

championship  

http://www.lingoda.com/
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There are four matches, games, or competitions in the quarterfinals to 
determine which teams will go on to play in the two matches of the semi-

final.  

They won easily in the quarterfinals, but face a strong 
opponent in the semi-final. If they win in the semi-final, the 

championship could be theirs!  

semi-final  quarterfinal  

http://www.lingoda.com/


8 www.lingoda.com 

In a round of finals, teams compete to determine the ultimate winner. The 
last match is the final and the winner of the final becomes the champion.  

We want to make it to the final, but to get there we need to beat 
at least four other talented teams—it will take skill and luck.  

final round of finals 

Our team did well in the regular season. Next week is the first 
round of finals, so we are training and working out every day to 

get ready. 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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The teams or athletes who will advance to the final round or championship 
round are the finalists.  

Although we did not win, it was an honor for our team to be 
counted among the two finalists in the British ice hockey 

championship 

finalists  

http://www.lingoda.com/
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After a win in a championship or the Olympics, athletes are given medals to 
celebrate their victory. 

I will never forget the feeling of receiving a gold medal after 
my team’s victory in the championship.  

medals  

http://www.lingoda.com/


11 www.lingoda.com 

elimination  If they lose to East Hampton Football Club in the first round of finals, they’ll 
face elimination from the tournament.  

exclusion Local Town FC was caught cheating during the season and their punishment 
is exclusion from the tournament.  

expulsion Listen, Frank, you have a yellow card already. Control your temper or the 
next step will be expulsion from the game! 

points  The more goals we score, the more points we get in the tournament—even 
if we lose, the points help!   

New words 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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ranking Our ranking has improved a lot. Last year we were ranked 15th of all the 
teams in the tournament. This year we are fourth!  

league There are eighteen teams that play in the German football league.  

league table 
The league table has totally changed since last night. Loud FC beat Quiet FC 

by three goals! Now Loud FC are ranked second, and Quiet FC are in fifth 
place.  

score It was an amazing game! The final score was 4-1, and Joanna scored her 
first goal ever in the second half.  

New words  

http://www.lingoda.com/
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classification The secondary school sports league classification is based on past 
performance and school size. 

listing Could you check the listing to see when the swimming championship will be 
on T.V.?  

online sports He loves sport! He goes to matches most weekends and is always busy with 
his online sports league during the working day.   

round of 
classification 

Even poorly ranked teams get to play! Classification rounds determine the 
rankings for teams that won’t go on to the quarterfinals.  

New words 

marker 
I’m the marker for the women’s basketball team. It is a lot of work to keep 
score, track players points, record misses, and assists. There are so many 

statistics!  

points system 
The gymnastics tournament is based on a points system. Each athlete 

participates in five events and the winner is the gymnast with the highest 
number of total points at the end.  

http://www.lingoda.com/
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1. A team that wins their game in the quarterfinal round goes on to the 
_______________. 

2. Most teams, whether they are a local amateur team or in the professional 
championships, are part of a _______________ .  

3. A player who trips an opponent may be threatened with _______________ , meaning 
he or she can no longer play in the match.  

4. After a weekend of matches the _______________  is updated so we can see who is 
ranked first.  

Multiple choice vocabulary review 

a. final b. elimination c. finalist d. semi-final  

a. score b. athlete c. league d. boss 

a. exclusion b. expulsion c. ranking d. medals 

a. league table b. tournament c. league d. final 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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A B 

D C 

Match the titles to the description  

1. Tournament 

• 16 of the best teams in the league 
• 4 days of football games  
• 4 rounds 
• Winners will get special 

championship jerseys 

• If you win your game, you go onto 
the next round 

• If you lose your game, the 
tournament is over for you 

• Every goal counts, even if you lose 
• The more goals you have, the 

better your ranking in the league  

• While the top teams play in the 
finals, the lower ranked teams 
compete for ranks ten to twenty.  

2. Points system  3. Elimination  4. Round of 
Classification  

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Talk it out  

Using the vocabulary below, talk about a sports team you know.  
It could be the professional team you follow, a recreational team you 

play for, or the local football club.  

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Here are the results from a regional field hockey semi-final match.  
Discuss the semi-final and what will happen next.  

Who won? Who lost? Who will play next? 

Semi-final Results  

St. George’s 
Hockey  

6  

Sunny Hills 
Hockey  

0 

Fairview 
Hockey Club 

4 

Seaside 
Women’s 
Hockey 

2 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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The scoreboard provides a lot of information.  
What does the current scoreboard show? Do you know what a foul is? 

What’s the score? 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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When you comment on what you think will happen, you are speculating.  
 

Speculating means making guesses, forming ideas, or developing opinions even 
when we do not have all the information we might need or want. 

 
You might use language to show that you are speculating: 

• I think they have a good chance of winning 
• It looks like they could make it to the final 

speculating 

We have two of the top scorers in the league, so I think we 
have a pretty good chance of winning the whole 

tournament.  

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Because you are making guesses about an outcome, you often use the future tense, 
modal verbs, or if-then construction 

 
• If they play well, then they’ll advance to the next round 

• We should be able to beat that team. 
• They will win the championship this year, for sure.  

 

making a guess about what will 
happen 

No matter what, I believe that they will win the whole thing! 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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You think your team might win the championship, even though you cannot know for 
sure. What proof do you have? When you speculate about sports, you usually use 

rankings, scoreboards, or other data to make your arguments stronger.  
 

evidence or observation + prediction = speculation  

using evidence  

Their ranking has improved a lot since last season, so I think 
they will perform well in the tournament.   

Jacob averages 20 points per game. Without him, the team 
will not go far.   

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Who will win? Speculation examples 

Their defence is not strong, so I don’t 
think they have a good chance in the 
match. 

Madrid has three of the top footballers 
in the league, so they will definitely 
make it to the finals.  

Hampstead is ranked three, Winterville 
is ranked twelfth, I’m certain that 

Hampstead will win.  

If she can stay healthy and focused, she 
might set a new world record.    

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Is it speculation? Identify which of the sentences below are 
examples of speculating about sports 

1.    Jonathan has been the team’s coach since 1999. 

2. Their midfield is quite strong this year, so I think they 
have a good chance at going to the final.  

3. Unfortunately, Tara was injured during the match last 
week. 

4. Our team has been ranked at the bottom of the 
league, and I doubt that we will make it past the 
quarterfinal.  

5. Can you believe it? Forty percent of their goals were 
scored by Harrison!  

YES NO 

6. He’s such a strong player that he could bring the 
team to the championship.  

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Kathleen and Peter are talking about the regional rugby 
championship. Complete their dialogue and read it aloud. 

We might not have the best record in the league, but I think 

we still have a good chance of going well in the 

tournament.  

Well, it’s a points system and our team _______________ . 

That’s right! We had two big wins that helped us to get a lot 

of points. What do you think about the tournament?  

Oh yeah, why is that?  

Interesting, so the difference between you and the best 

ranked team isn’t that many points.  

Well, Highsmith is number one in the rankings for a reason! 

They have only lost one game, so ______________.  

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Speculating about a tournament 

Record  
(wins-losses-ties) 

7-1 

Examine this league table for the Youth Rugby League of Northeast 
England. Speculate about tournament performance based on the table 

below. Who do you think will win? Why? 

6-1-1 

4-3-1 

3-5 

Team  

Cliffedge 

Woodland 

Heather Moor 

Newtown 

Points 

15 

16 

12 

9 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Think about all of the football 
teams you know.  

If there was a major worldwide 
football tournament coming up, 
which teams do you think would 

make the semi-final? 
Who do you think will be the 

champions of the game? 

Major league football 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Comparing and discussing players  

Two-point field 
goals 

4/16  

Two and three-point field goals are an important number in basketball 
marking. Compare and contrast the players below and speculate about 

their performance in the upcoming game.   

12/20 

15/25 

8/15 

Player 

Woods 

Williams 

Kennedy  

Jackson 

Three-point field 
goals  

1/5 

4/7 

0/2 

3/6 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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In a zero-sum competition, there is only one winner who takes all the 
winnings. The loser gains nothing. In a win-win competition, all players 
can profit in some way. For example: gaining points even if they lose in an 

individual round.  

Poker is a zero-sum competition. The winner takes the whole 
pot of money. The losers go home empty-handed.  

zero-sum competition win-win competition 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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A conflict of interest occurs when official responsibilities involve things 
that might be personally helpful or harmful to you.  

 

The team’s owner was prevented from voting on the decision 
to hire a new coach because of a conflict of interest: the 

candidate was his son-in-law.  

conflict of interest 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Monopolistic refers to things being the same; asymmetric refers to 
things being different.  

 
In a monopolistic competition, competitors are similar and must work 
to differentiate themselves. In an asymmetric competition, one side is 

quite different from the other.  

A professional team playing a neighbourhood football club? That 
sounds like a really asymmetric competition.  

asymmetric competition monopolistic competition  

These three smoothie brands have basically the same 
ingredients and taste, the competition between the 

companies is monopolistic.  

http://www.lingoda.com/
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In a single-elimination tournament, two teams play against each 
other. The winner goes on to the next round, the losers feel sad and go 

home.  
In a round-robin tournament, each contestant will meet all the other 
contestants at some point. The winner is determined by total number of 

points.  

This is a round-robin tennis tournament. I’ll play all eight 
contestants over the next two days. If I get enough points, I’ll win!  

round-robin tournament single-elimination 
tournament 

We gave it our best shot, but it is a single elimination 
tournament. We didn’t play well, we lost, and now we’re out.  

http://www.lingoda.com/
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In football or basketball, you win or lose as part of a team. In individual 
competition, you compete and score points on your own. Sports like 

gymnastics, running, or swimming may have individual competitions. 

All eyes are on me during the individual competition, but I 
don’t mind. I’ve been ice skating for years and love to 

compete.  

individual competition  

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Round-robin vs. single elimination vs. individual competition 

Each type of competition has pros and cons for participants and 
viewers. List advantages and disadvantages of the three competition 

types for both players and fans.   

round-robin 
tournament  individual competition  single-elimination 

tournament 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Fill in the gaps with the answer that fits best 

The news show Sports and Society is having a discussion about various 
competition types. Fill in the gaps to complete the sentences.  

The regular season for most football leagues is 
______________. Each team meets each other 
twice, so they have a real chance to compete. But 
then, of course, you get to the tournament and 
it’s _______________, which is quite sad if your team 
just has a bad day! What I find quite thrilling is 
actually _______________, when the you get top 
talent going against some no-name team. At a 
certain level, when everyone is equally amazing, 
the _______________ gets a bit dull. Either way, 
whether in football or other sports, I like a 
_______________ competition, where all the players 
can come away with something—points, or a 
trophy, or a second place finish.  

monopolistic competition 

win-win 

asymmetric competition 

zero-sum 

round robin 

athletic 

opponent 

double elimination  

single elimination 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Some will win, some will lose 

What do you think 
are the fairest and 

best ways to 
determine who is the 

champion? 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Game: who will win the annual donut eating contest?  

■ The annual donut eating contest is here! After two days of 
sweet and tasty fun, there are four remaining finalists.  

■ Pick the one you think will win and come up with convincing 
arguments as to why they will be the champion.  

■ Your teacher will reward the best speculation.  

Edith: 32 years old 
was 2nd place last year 

Jules: 15 years old 
also won a local pie 

eating contest  

Chris: 42 years old  
can eat 3 donuts at 

once!  

Bernard: 22 years old 
has trained for three 

months 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Go back to the second slide of the lesson and check 
 if you have achieved all the goals of the lesson. 

yes no 

_______________________________ 

_______________________________ 

_______________________________ 

_______________________________ 

Reflect on the goals 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Think about everything you have seen in this lesson. 
What were the most difficult activities or words? The easiest? 

+ 
+ 

– 
– If you have time, go over  

the most difficult slides again 

_______________________________ 

_______________________________ 

_______________________________ 

_______________________________ 

_______________________________ 

_______________________________ 

_______________________________ 

_______________________________ 

Reflect on this lesson 

http://www.lingoda.com/


39 www.lingoda.com 

Exercise 13:  
1d, 2c, 3b, 4a 
 
Exercise 14:  
1a, 2c, 3b, 4d 
 
Exercise 23:  
1-No; 2-Yes; 3-No; 4-Yes; 5-No; 6-Yes 
 
Exercise 34:  
round-robin, single elimination, an asymmetrical competition, monopolistic 
competition, win-win competition  
 

Answer key 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Homework 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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1. Online sports are an 
opportunity for sports fans… 

2. Finalists are the teams… 

3. In a zero-sum competition… 

4. If a team is not allowed to play 
in a tournament… 

5. A ranking of a group of teams 
that play together is found in… 

a. factors like past league 
performance, budget, or  
player quality 

e. points scored by individual 
players 

d. which will compete in the final 
round of a tournament. 

c. they are said to experience 
exclusion. 

b. to explore their favorite sport 
and connect with other fans 
on the web. 

6. Classification might be based 
on… 

7. A marker keeps track of goals 
and… g. a league table. 

f. there is just one winner. 

Homework matching activity  

http://www.lingoda.com/
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You are writing a story about the local women’s football 
championship for your area newspaper. Write a short report on 
the tournament, using the words below, and including relevant 

details.  

Homework writing activity  

quarterfinal ranking 

elimination semifinal 

score final 

The women’s football championship 

took place on Saturday afternoon… 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Homework answer key 

Homework Activity 45: 
1b, 2d, 3f, 4c, 5g, 6a, 7e 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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                Who are we? 
 
Why learn English online? 

What kinds of English classes do we offer? 

Who are our English teachers? 

How do our English certificates work? 

We also have a language blog! 

This material is provided by 
 
 
 
 

About this material 
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