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Goals 

■ Can read, understand, and 
recall facts from a text 
about a famous literary 
family. 
 

■ Can express and discuss 
straightforward opinions 
about famous writers and 
literature. 
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William Shakespeare, Charles 
Dickens, Lewis Carroll.  

 
There are plenty of famous English 

writers. In this lesson you are going to 
read about a whole family of novelists.  

http://www.lingoda.com/
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clergyman 

literary family 

parsonage 

imagination isolated 

rugged pseudonym 

best-seller 

Vocabulary 

http://www.lingoda.com/


5 www.lingoda.com 

Vocabulary 

The Brontës are a literary family.  

A parsonage is a house where a 
clergyman lives.  

A clergyman works for the church. 

Most writers have vivid imaginations.  

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Vocabulary 

They lived in an isolated house in the 
country. 

Some people choose to write under a 
pseudonym to protect their identity. 

The countryside in the north of England 
is quite rugged. 

Charles Dickens’ novels are still best-
sellers.  

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Famous writers 

One of Britain’s most famous literary families is 
the Brontës, that is Charlotte, Emily, and, Anne 
Brontë, three sisters from Yorkshire. The three of 
them were each born 2 years apart between 1816 
and 1820 in Thornton in West Yorkshire. 
Charlotte, Emily, and Anne also had two older 
sisters and a brother, Branwell.  
 
Their father, Patrick, was a clergyman and 
worked in Haworth, which was a small village. At 
that time it was polluted and poor, being in the 
industrial north of England. Their home 
throughout most of their childhood was at the 
remote Haworth Parsonage on the Yorkshire 
Moors. Yorkshire is present in all of the girls’ 
writing.  

http://www.lingoda.com/


8 www.lingoda.com 

Famous writers 

Their mother died shortly after Anne was born 
and the girls and their brother were brought up 
by their kindly aunt, Elizabeth. All of the girls 
apart from Anne were sent away to the Clergy 
Daughters' School, a school which educated 
poorer clergymen’s children. It was not a happy 
time for the girls. The experience ended in 1825 
when both of the older sisters were sent home 
and died of tuberculosis within about a month of 
each other. This tragedy shaped the girls’ lives 
and their writing, as it made them more eager to 
escape into their imaginations. 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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2 
3 

1 

Speaking 

Answer the questions below with your classmates and teacher. 

What is tuberculosis? 

Can you locate Yorkshire on a map of the UK? 

What kind of people need to have very good 
imaginations? 

http://www.lingoda.com/


10 www.lingoda.com 

Answer the questions 

2. When were the Brontë sisters born? 

3. Where was the Brontës’ childhood home? 

4. Which of the sisters did not go away to school? 

1. Where were the Brontë sisters born? 

Answer these questions based on the text. 

5. What happened in 1825? 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Do you know any famous families with tragic stories?  

Famous families 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Famous writers 

During their childhood in their isolated home on 
the rugged Yorkshire Moors the girls spent a lot 
of time writing stories, creating imaginary lands 
together. They wrote at first in small books in tiny 
script, but then developed them further as they 
got older. The three young women all became 
governesses and teachers, which were the only 
socially acceptable jobs for ladies at the time. 
Between 1842 and 1844, Charlotte and Emily 
spent time in Brussels, working and trying to 
improve their French. None of the girls really 
enjoyed their jobs and they all eventually 
returned to the parsonage in Haworth after their 
aunt died in 1844, leaving them some money. By 
this time their brother, Branwell, was addicted to 
alcohol and drugs and was also living at the 
parsonage. 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Famous writers 

In 1846 the three sisters published a book of poems under 
pseudonyms, posing as three brothers with the surname Bell. Though 
the book had good reviews, only two copies were sold. Despite this, 
the women continued to write and in 1847 Charlotte published Jane 
Eyre, Emily published Wuthering Heights, and Anne published Agnes 
Grey.  
 
All of the novels were published under pseudonyms but their growing 
popularity meant that people wanted to know who the authors were 
and the women revealed themselves to their publisher in 1848. 
Unfortunately, their brother Branwell died that same year and Emily 
was seriously ill too. She died in December 1848 and then Anne died a 
few months later. All three died of tuberculosis. Charlotte eventually 
got married, but died a year later in 1855, also of tuberculosis.  

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Fill in the gaps 

Fill in the gaps with the words below and then answer the questions. 

1. Did you use to create _______________ lands or 
characters when you were young? 

2. The three sisters were all _______________ at one 
time. What does this job involve and would you 
like to do it? 

3. The Yorkshire Moors are described as 
_______________ and _______________. Are there any 
places in your country which are like that? 

rugged governesses imaginary isolated 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Using what you have read, create a timeline of the lives of the Brontë 
sisters. 

Timeline 

Born in… 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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? ? ? ? ? ? 
? ? ? ? ? ? 

? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? 
? 

? ? ? ? ? ? 
? ? ? ? ? ? 

? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? 
? 

Pseudonyms 

What reasons do 
writers have to 
hide their own 

names? 

Do you know any 
writers who use or 
used pseudonyms? 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Famous writers 

Jane Eyre and Wuthering Heights were Gothic 
romances, with the main theme of love mixed 
with elements of the supernatural. Both had a 
very strong sense of place, with locations such 
as their old school and the Yorkshire countryside 
playing large parts in the novels. Jane Eyre and 
Agnes Grey were also both based on Charlotte and 
Anne’s experiences as governesses. The 
characters the women created live on too: most 
English people have heard of the great love 
between Cathy and Heathcliffe in Wuthering 
Heights, and Jane and Mr. Rochester in Jane Eyre. 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Famous writers 

Jane Eyre, Wuthering Heights and The Tenant of Wildfell Hall, which Anne 
published as a second novel, are still best-sellers in the UK. They are 
such captivating works of literature that the Haworth Parsonage has 
been turned into the Brontë Parsonage Museum, which is visited by 
around 70,000 people every year.  

http://www.lingoda.com/


19 www.lingoda.com 

Vocabulary 

Why were these words and phrases mentioned in the text? 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Have you read any of the books mentioned in the text?  
Would you like to?  

The books 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Would you like to visit the Brontë Parsonage Museum?  
Are there any other places associated with famous writers you would 

like to visit? 

Writers and places 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Think of a famous writer from your country.  
Make some notes below about their life and works.  

A famous writer 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Give a short presentation to your classmates and teacher about the 
famous writer that you chose. 

Speaking 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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a b c 

Dictogloss 

Your teacher is going to read an extract to you. 
Write down what you hear them say.  

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Go back to the second slide of the lesson and check 
 if you have achieved all the goals of the lesson. 

yes no 

_______________________________ 

_______________________________ 

_______________________________ 

_______________________________ 

Reflect on the goals 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Think about everything you have seen in this lesson. 
What were the most difficult activities or words? The easiest? 

+ 
+ 

– 
– If you have time, go over  

the most difficult slides again 

_______________________________ 

_______________________________ 

_______________________________ 

_______________________________ 

_______________________________ 

_______________________________ 

_______________________________ 

_______________________________ 

Reflect on this lesson 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Exercise 10  
1. Thornton, West Yorkshire 
2. Between 1816 and 1820 
3. Haworth Parsonage on the Yorkshire Moors 
4. Anne 
5. The older sisters were sent home and died of tuberculosis within about a month of each 
other. 
 
Exercise 14 
1. imaginary, 2. governesses, 3. rugged/isolated 
 
Exercise 15 
Sample answers (may vary)  
Born in the early 1800s in Yorkshire; Their mother died and they were raised by their aunt; 
the girls were sent away to school; the older sisters died of tuberculosis in 1825; the 3 
remaining sisters became governesses and teachers; Charlotte and Emily spent time in 
Brussels; the girls’ aunt died in 1844; the three sisters published a book of poems in 1846; 
Charlotte published Jane Eyre, Emily published Wuthering Heights, and Anne published 
Agnes Grey; their brother died in 1848 of tuberculosis. Emily, Anne, and Charlotte all died of 
tuberculosis shortly after. 

Answer key 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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One of Britain’s most famous literary families is the Brontës, that is 
Charlotte, Emily, and, Anne Brontë, three sisters from Yorkshire. The 
three of them were each born 2 years apart between 1816 and 1820 
in Thornton in West Yorkshire. Charlotte, Emily, and Anne also had 
two older sisters and a brother, Branwell.  
 
Their father, Patrick, was a clergyman and worked in Haworth, which 
was a small village. At that time it was polluted and poor, being in the 
industrial north of England. Their home throughout most of their 
childhood was at the remote Haworth Parsonage on the Yorkshire 
Moors. Yorkshire is present in all of the girls’ writing.  
 
Their mother died shortly after Anne was born and the girls and their 
brother were brought up by their kindly aunt, Elizabeth. All of the 
girls apart from Anne were sent away to the Clergy Daughters' 
School, a school which educated poorer clergymen’s children. It was 
not a happy time for the girls. The experience ended in 1825 when 
both of the older sisters were sent home and died of tuberculosis 
within about a month of each other. This tragedy shaped the girls 
lives and their writing, as it made them more eager to escape into 
their imaginations. 

Transcription 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Homework 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Complete the sentences 

2. They had a difficult childhood because… 

3. Before they settled down at the Parsonage in Haworth they worked… 

4. The sisters’ most famous novels are… 

1. The Brontës were born in… 

Complete the sentences about Charlotte, Emily, and Anne 
Brontë.  

5. The Brontë Parsonage Museum… 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Write a text of about 200 words on the writer you gave a 
presentation on during the lesson. 

Writing 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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                Who are we? 
 
Why learn English online? 

What kinds of English classes do we offer? 

Who are our English teachers? 

How do our English certificates work? 

We also have a language blog! 

This material is provided by 
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