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Goals 

■ Can read, understand, and 
recall facts from a text 
about the English 
educational system. 
 

■ Can make comparisons 
between educational 
systems in the UK and in 
my home country. 

http://www.lingoda.com/


3 www.lingoda.com 

School days are often the best time of 
your life.  

 
So let‘s take a walk down memory lane, 

and go back to school.  
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Vocabulary  

Education for children is compulsory in 
the UK. 

Primary school is for children aged 5- 
11. 

Nursery is for children aged between 3 
and 4. 

Secondary school is the school after 
primary school. 
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Vocabulary  

Children have their lessons and sleep 
overnight at boarding school. 

Sixth form is for students between 16 
and 18 years of age. 

Children can do extracurricular 
activities after lessons end. 

A vocational course focuses on practical 
skills. 
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Educational systems 

Education systems are different all around the 
world. In this lesson you are going to learn about 
the education system in the UK. Education is 
compulsory in the UK for children aged 5 – 16. 
However, many children enter the education 
system earlier than this, and finish much later 
than the age of 16. Importantly, education for 
pupils between the ages of 5 and 16 is free for all; 
before or after that age, education may cost 
something for the student (or their parents!).  

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Educational systems 

Before the age of 5, children might join the 
education system if their parents want them to. 
They can attend nursery, or early years 
education. Children aged 3 and 4 get 15 hours of 
early years education for free for 38 weeks of the 
year. If parents want them to spend more time at 
nursery, they have to pay for those extra hours. A 
nursery might be part of a primary school or a 
building on its own. During early years education 
the focus is on learning through play. Teamwork, 
creativity, and social skills are emphasised, and 
nursery is seen as a way to prepare children for 
school and to help them become polite and 
respectful members of society.  

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Fill in the gaps 

Fill in the gaps with the words below. 

1. _______________ is for children between 11 and 16 
or 18. 

2. The first education that children get is in 
_______________,when they are 3 or 4. 

3. Children learn to work with others in nursery, 
which is a skill called _______________.  

4. In nursery children also learn the skill of 
________________ through art and drama. 

5. Nursery can also be called ________________ 
education. 

secondary school creativity nursery early years teamwork 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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2 
3 

1 

Speaking 

Answer these questions with your classmates and teacher. 

Is education free where you live? 

Do you think education should be free? 

At what ages is education compulsory in your country? 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Do you have nursery in your country?  
What do children do there and did you attend? 

Nursery school 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Educational systems 

After their early education, children go to primary 
school at the age of 4 or 5. First they join the 
infant school, until they are about 7, and then 
between the ages of 7/8 and 11 they are in the 
junior school. These schools are often in the 
same building, and always on the same patch of 
land, so the teachers share resources and the 
children share facilities.  
 
The first class the children join is reception, and it 
acts as a bridge between nursery and infant 
school; the children still learn through play but 
may also start to learn basic counting and forming 
letters. Through primary school, children take a 
few exams to check they have the basics of 
reading, writing, mathematics, and science. 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Educational systems 

At the age of 11, children start secondary school. 
Parents have a choice of secondary schools called 
comprehensives and grammar schools. 
Comprehensive schools are state schools and 
the vast majority of children in the UK attend 
them. They do not admit children based on merit. 
Grammar schools, on the other hand, require an 
entry test, or look at children’s test scores, and 
only admit students with top grades.  
 
Some children also attend boarding schools, 
where they stay and sleep either during the week 
or through the whole term. Boarding schools can 
be very expensive and usually require an entry 
exam. 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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infant school junior school 

comprehensive 
school grammar school 

Can you explain these words from the text? 

reception class 

state school 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Do you have a similar system of primary and secondary schools in your 
country? 

Comparing  

http://www.lingoda.com/
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How do students in your country 
choose a secondary school? 

 
Do the schools admit students 

based on merit? 

Choosing a secondary school 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Boarding school 

Pros Cons 

Make a list of the pros and cons of going to boarding school.  
On balance, would you have liked to go to one? 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Educational systems 

Parents can also choose whether to educate their 
children in single-sex or coeducational schools, 
though coeducation heavily outweighs all-girls or 
all-boys schools. All students in the UK wear a 
school uniform, which is different for every 
school, and helps promote a sense of equality 
and unity among pupils. Extracurricular 
activities are also important, particularly in 
secondary schools, where pupils are offered the 
chance to participate in sports, drama, language 
clubs, and lots of other activities for free during 
lunch time or after school. 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Educational systems 

After the age of 16, pupils can choose to leave 
school or continue their education depending on 
what they see as their career path. For those 
wishing to go to university, sixth form is the 
choice for their further education. Sixth form 
can also be referred to as college. Sixth forms, or 
colleges, are either within secondary schools or 
completely separate, and here students take their 
A-levels as a way of entering university. Other 
students might choose to do a vocational course 
which teaches them valuable skills for their 
future careers.  
 
At the age of 18, students can enter university, 
where they leave compulsory education and the 
support of their parents far behind and have to 
take care of their own academic life! 

When I leave college, I’m 
going to go to university. 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Fill in the gaps 

2. After school sports are an example of _______________. 

3. A _______________ is a course when you learn practical skills. 

4. Students in the UK have to wear a _______________. 

1. Schools where girls and boys learn together are called 
______________. 

Fill in the gaps with words from the text which are highlighted in bold. 

5. Two of the reasons why children wear a school uniform are 
_______________ and _______________. 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Girls and boys 

coeducational single sex 

Are single-sex or coeducational schools more popular in your country? 
What do you think are the advantages and disadvantages of each? 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Did you wear a uniform when 
you were at school? 

 
Do you think they are a positive 
thing for children and parents? 

School uniforms 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Did you have extracurricular 
activities at your school? 

 
What was offered and did you 
participate in any of them? 

Extracurricular activities 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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What are the choices for students when they finish compulsory 
education in your country? Are they similar to in the UK? 

Sixth form and vocational courses 

http://www.lingoda.com/


25 www.lingoda.com 

a b c 

Dictogloss 

Your teacher is going to read an extract to you.  
Write down what you hear them say. 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Go back to the second slide of the lesson and check 
 if you have achieved all the goals of the lesson. 

yes no 

_______________________________ 

_______________________________ 

_______________________________ 

_______________________________ 

Reflect on the goals 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Think about everything you have seen in this lesson. 
What were the most difficult activities or words? The easiest? 

+ 
+ 

– 
– If you have time, go over  

the most difficult slides again 

_______________________________ 

_______________________________ 

_______________________________ 

_______________________________ 

_______________________________ 

_______________________________ 

_______________________________ 

_______________________________ 

Reflect on this lesson 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Activity p. 9 
1. Secondary school, 2. nursery, 3. teamwork, 4. creativity, 5. early years 
 
Activity p. 20 
1. coeducational, 2. extracurricular activities, 3. vocational, 4. uniform, 5. equality 
and unity 

Answer key 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Education systems are different all around the world. In this 
lesson you are going to learn about the education system in the 
UK. Education is compulsory in the UK for children aged 5 – 16. 
However, many children enter the education system earlier than 
this, and finish much later than the age of 16. Importantly, 
education for pupils between the ages of 5 and 16 is free for all; 
before or after that age, education may cost something for the 
student (or their parents!).  
 
Before the age of 5, children might join the education system if 
their parents want them to. They can attend nursery, or early 
years education. Children aged 3 and 4 get 15 hours of early 
years education for free for 38 weeks of the year. If parents want 
them to spend more time at nursery, they have to pay for those 
extra hours. A nursery might be part of a primary school or a 
building on its own. During early years education the focus is on 
learning through play. Teamwork, creativity, and social skills are 
emphasised, and nursery is seen as a way to prepare children for 
school and to help them become polite and respectful members 
of society.  

Transcription 

http://www.lingoda.com/


30 www.lingoda.com 

Homework 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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A 

B 

Unscramble 

schools in 

Education is 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Write a text of about 200 words explaining the school system in 
your country. 

Writing 

http://www.lingoda.com/


33 www.lingoda.com 

–          □        × 

You would like to find out more information about boarding in 
the UK. Write to a school and think of at least 5 questions you 

would ask about how the school works. 

Boarding school 

moreinfo@UKboardingschool.co.uk 

Subject: What is boarding school like? 

Dear Headteacher,  
 
I would like to find out what it is like to go to a boarding school in the UK. Please 
could you answer the following questions for me? 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Homework answer key 

Activity p. 31 
A. Coeducational schools are much more popular than single-sex schools in the UK. 
B. Education is free and compulsory between the ages of 5 and 16 in the UK. 

http://www.lingoda.com/


35 www.lingoda.com 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                Who are we? 
 
Why learn English online? 

What kinds of English classes do we offer? 

Who are our English teachers? 

How do our English certificates work? 

We also have a language blog! 

This material is provided by 
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