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Goals 

■ Can understand and 
explain different grading 
systems. 
 

■ Can make comparisons 
between different grading 
systems. 
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Children in some countries seem to 
have exams, exams, and more 

exams.  
How are they assessed in the UK? 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Preview and warm-up 

■ In this lesson you are going to learn about different grading systems which are 
used during each stage of education. 

I hate exams! 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Children do not get grades at nursery school. However, there are certain 
things, such as very basic literacy and numeracy, which children will learn. 

No exams for me! 

literacy and numeracy 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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key stages 

The English national curriculum is divided into four key stages. At the end 
of each key stage children are assessed. 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Key stage 1 covers children from the age of 5 to 7. 

key stage 1 

At the end of key stage 1, children take tests in English and 
Maths. 

After the first year, children have a phonics test. 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Key stage 2 covers children from the age of 8 to 11. 

key stage 2 

After key stage 2, children go to secondary school. 

At the end of key stage 2, children take tests in English and 
maths.  

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Key stage test results are generally given in levels.  
The levels go from 1 – 7, with different averages for the age of the child. 
The levels are standardised across England and across different years. 

 

scoring key stages 1 and 2 

At age 7, children should be at level 2.  

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Children reach the end of key stage 3 when they are 14.  

key stage 3 

There are no formal exams at key stage 3, children are assessed 
by their teachers throughout the year. 

At the end of key stage 3, children should be at level 6.  

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Write answers to the questions below using the previous slides to help. 

Write your answers 

1. How many key stages are there in 
England? 

2. In which school are children not 
assessed at all? 

3. What level should children at the end 
of key stage 3 be at? 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Answer the questions with your classmates and teacher. 

Speaking 

Are children given phonics tests where you are from? 
What do they test? 

Which core subjects do students study at primary school 
in the UK and in your country? 

Do you think it is important to have core subjects? 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Reading 

Read through the text below about assessment. 

Now discuss the questions on the next page. 

Teachers of key stages 1 – 3 check 
that pupils are progressing 
adequately. If they are not, then 
specialist support should be given to 
those pupils who are struggling. This 
is often from a teaching assistant, 
who works one on one with pupils 
having problems.  

http://www.lingoda.com/


14 www.lingoda.com 

2 
3 

1 

Speaking 

Answer the questions below with reference to the previous page. 

Can pupils be referred for specialist support? 

Do you have teaching assistants in your country? What role 

do they play in the classroom? 

What happens if children are not progressing adequately in 

school in your country? 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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At what age do children start to be 
assessed in your country? 

Do they have formal exams or 
teacher assessments? 

Assessments 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Pros and cons 

Pros Cons 

Make a list of pros and cons for assessing children between the ages of 
5 and 14.  

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Using the points on the previous page, discuss with your classmates 
and teacher whether children aged 5 – 14 should be assessed at school. 

Discussion 

http://www.lingoda.com/


18 www.lingoda.com 

GCSEs are the name for the secondary school exams taken at the end of 
key stage 4, when children are 15 or 16. 

English, Maths, and Science are compulsory subjects at GCSE 
level. 

GCSEs 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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GCSE grades have traditionally been given at A* – F.  
However, they are now marked from 1 – 9.  

9 is the highest level students can achieve at GCSE level. 

GCSEs 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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At the age of 18, students take A-levels. After passing A-levels, students can 
go to university or alternative further study. 

A-levels 

There are no compulsory subjects at A-level. 

A-level grades are from A* – F, with A* being the best.  

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Explain in your own words what GCSEs and A-levels are.  

GCSEs and A-levels 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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What are the most important 
secondary school exams 

where you live?  
 

Do students study hard to pass 
them? 

Secondary school exams 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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“ “ 

“ “ 
Look at the sentences below, which are the opinions of some people in 

Britain, and talk about them with your classmates and teacher.   
Are there similar opinions in your country? 

Speaking 

Exams are too easy. That is why the GCSE 
grading system has been changed, so 

there are more levels which are harder to 
achieve. 

Anyone can go to university now. A-levels 
are a joke. 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Different grading systems 

Read the text below and then answer the question. 

How might this cause problems or be beneficial for students? 

Exam marks in England are standardised across the 
country, so you can measure how all pupils of the 
same age are doing. However, some schools, such as 
private schools or special educational schools, do 
not follow the same grading system. The emphasis 
might be more on personal growth or practical 
skills. Or they might simply use a different system 
entirely. 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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University degrees 

bachelor’s The first degree earned at university is a bachelor’s. 

master’s The degree after a bachelor’s is a master’s.  

doctorate A doctorate is awarded after a master’s.  

PhD A PhD is given to a Doctor of philosophy. 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Grading at university 

■ Bachelor’s degrees are given marks like the ones below.  
■ 1st is the best, 3rd the worst.  
■ Most jobs will ask students to have a 1st or a 2:1. 

■ 1st : A first 

■ 2:1: A two one 

■ 2:2: A two two  

■ 3rd: A third 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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What different degrees can you gain at university where you live?  
Do you have a degree? 

Degrees 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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How are bachelor’s and master’s 
degrees graded where you are? 

 
Is it similar to in the UK? 

Bachelor’s and master’s 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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What grades can you remember getting at school or university?  
Did you have any simple pass or fail exams?  

Were you ever given any of the grades below? 

Your grades 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Which level? 

■ Try and describe as many grading levels of education as you 
can. 

■ Your classmates or teacher have to guess which level you are 
describing.  

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Go back to the second slide of the lesson and check 
 if you have achieved all the goals of the lesson. 

yes no 

_______________________________ 

_______________________________ 

_______________________________ 

_______________________________ 

Reflect on the goals 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Think about everything you have seen in this lesson. 
What were the most difficult activities or words? The easiest? 

+ 
+ 

– 
– If you have time, go over  

the most difficult slides again 

_______________________________ 

_______________________________ 

_______________________________ 

_______________________________ 

_______________________________ 

_______________________________ 

_______________________________ 

_______________________________ 

Reflect on this lesson 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Exercise p. 11 
1. four 
2. nursery school 
3. level 6 

Answer key 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Homework 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Vocabulary 

Can you remember what all of these words referred to during the 
lesson? 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Write a text of about 200 words describing the grading system 
in your country. 

Writing 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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                Who are we? 
 
Why learn English online? 

What kinds of English classes do we offer? 

Who are our English teachers? 

How do our English certificates work? 

We also have a language blog! 

This material is provided by 
 
 
 
 

About this material 
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