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Can identify a range of
modal and auxiliary verbs
and explain their uses.

Can form and respond to
straightforward question
tags.

QUESTIONS %

www.lingoda.com


http://www.lingoda.com/

When providing information, you
want to make sure that it is correct and
confirmed.

What do you do when you are pretty
sure but still want to double check?

Question tags will solve your problem.
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Preview

B In this lesson, we will focus on the use and construction of question tags.

| haven't seen your girlfriend for such a long time. She is a vet, isn't she?
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Review: subject pronouns

A pronoun is a word used in place of a noun. These pronouns listed
below refer to the person of the action or the main topic of the
sentence. Fill in the blanks with the correct pronouns.

1. forgot to lock his bike, so it was
gone when came out. o
2.  Because the cathedral was under construction,
did not accept any tourists. he
3. decided to take a trip to South
Africa for your summer vacation. she
4. A group of people rented a room to throw a party "
SO filled the room with balloons.
5. usually look out the window to see we
what the weather is like every morning.
6. My sister and | bought a bicycle to share because they
don’t go to school on the same
days.
7. The princess refused to marry the prince from the
next town because had already

fallen in love with someone else.

www.lingoda.com


http://www.lingoda.com/

Four truths and one lie

Write five statements about yourself. Four of them must be true and
only one will be a lie. Then, introduce yourself to your teacher or
partners. Pretend like they are all true and trick them!

See if they can figure out the lie.

1. lam/was ...
2. | have ...

3. lwill...

4. |can/could ...

5. | have...
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Preview: question tags

On the preview slide, there was an example sentence she is a vet, isn't
she? Even though it starts with a subject, it has a question mark at the
end. Why is that? Read the sentences below and share your opinions.

The United States of America has 50 states,

doesn't it?

Penguins cannot fly, can they?

Tokyo is the capital of Japan, isn't it?
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Question tags

B Question tags turn a statement into a question.
B Statements are sentences that tell us something.

B Questions are sentences, words or expressions that elicit information.

B They begin with a question word such as who, where, when, what, why, how or
do/does.

Statement Question

The United States of America has 50 Does the United States of America have
states. 50 states?

Penguins cannot fly. Can penguins fly?

Tokyo is the capital of Japan. Is Tokyo the capital of Japan?
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Transform a statement into a question

1. Eating late at night is bad for Is eating late at night bad for your
your health. health?

2. Writing example sentences will
improve English skills.

3. Her company pays for her
insurance.

4. My mobile phone is fully
charged.

5. We have time to discuss our
plans for tomorrow.
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" | Question tags

B In English, we usually add tags to questions to confirm information.

She is a vet, isn't she? (You are pretty sure that she is a vet, but you want to
check.)

Organic apples are more expensive, aren’t they? (You are pretty sure that organic
apples are more expensive, but you want to double check.)

Our flight is in three hours, isn’t it? (You are pretty sure your flight is in three
hours, but you want to make sure of it.)

A thesaurus provides synonyms of words, doesn’t it? (You are pretty sure
thesaurus provides synonyms of words, but you want to confirm that you are
right.)
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Review: auxiliary/modal verbs

Auxiliary verbs (also called modal verbs) are special verbs which behave
irregularly in English.

Auxiliary verbs give additional information about the function of the main
verb that follows it.

List of auxiliary/modal verbs

can could

may might

will would

shall should/ought to
must had better

www.lingoda.com


http://www.lingoda.com/

Review: auxiliary/modal verbs

B Auxiliary/modal verbs are used to express functions such as permission,
ability, obligation, prohibition, lack of necessity, advice, possibility and
probability.

Auxiliary/modal Auxiliary/modal

Function Function
verbs verbs
strong obligation or ab'"tY' .
must certaint can permission,
y possibility
ability (past), polite permission,
could permission or may possibility,
possibility probability
polite permission, some obligation
might possibility, should / ought to advice ’
probability
had better advice
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Review: auxiliary/modal verbs

Find the correct function of each person’s sentences.

1.Hi, 'm new here and | think | got lost. Can | use your phone to call my friend?

2. This movie is rated restricted. Young teenagers like you must not watch it.

'D ﬂ‘! 3. 1 have been running my aesthetic business for over twenty years. | can
7

make your skin glow like mine.

4. Your proposal was better than | expected. | think you should consider

publishing it.
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Complete the sentences

Using auxiliary/model verbs, complete the sentences below.

1. When the traffic lights turn red, (must)

2. If you smoke too much, (can)

3. | have three months off this winter, so (might)

4. My headache is not getting any better, so (should)

5. Today is the last day to submit your final paper, so (had
better)
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How to form question tags

B Question tags are made using a subject pronoun.

B Usually, if the main clause is negative then the question is positive, and vice-
versa.

Statement —— Question tag
It's so warm today, isn't it?
It isn’t warm today, is it?
She was absent the other day, wasn’t she?
We are getting a raise, aren’'t we?
You are new here, aren't you?
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How to form question tags with modal verbs

B Question tags can be made using an auxiliary/modal verb.

B |If thereis a modal verb, then the question tag uses the same modal verb.

Statement —— Question tag
You could take it to the shops, couldn’t you?
This cup will break if | drop it, won't it?
You don’t have enough money, do you?
I should turn my mobile shouldn't I?
phone off,
He couldn’t take the garbage could he?

out,
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How to form question tags with or without modal verbs

A question tag can be formed with or without using the same modal verbs in
the main clause.

When not using a modal verb, we use the appropriate form of do in a question
tag.

With modal verbs Without modal verbs

They've been arguing a lot, haven’t He ate that, didn’t he?

they?

They weren’t here, were they? She eats meat, doesn’t she?
This is working, isn't it? You don’t recognise me, do you?
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How to form question tags with |

B When we are talking about ourselves, we use aren‘t I.

| am very beautiful, aren‘t I?

| am allowed to come in, aren‘t 1?

| am the best in my class, aren‘t I?
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1.

Finish the sentences using question tags

She is collecting coins,

We often watch TV after dinner,

You have cleaned your room,

Sue didn't do her homework,

He could have bought a new

car,

Calvin will come tonight,

I'm good at maths,

You should watch your diet,
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Fix the mistakes

Each sentence below has a mistake.
Find them and write the correct answers.

1. You haven't got a car, haven't you?

2. ltwas agood film, isn't it?

3. Christopher won't be late, will she?

4. Thatisn't Sally over there, is she?

5. Thomas should pass his exam, won't he?
6. This hotel was quite good, isn'tit?

7. He doesn't know your mother, does she?
8. Smoking ruins our health, isn't it?

9. Finding a job isn't easy, will it?

10. There are lots of cars there, is there?
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Intonation of tag questions

With falling intonation of tag questions, the person is fairly sure that
he/she is correct, but not 100% sure, so he/she stills wants
confirmation.

With rising intonation of tag questions, the person is much less sure
that he/she is correct, so he/she wants confirmation.

Statements have falling
intonation.

Questions have rising
intonation.

Tag questions have both
falling and rising intonation.
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Practise your intonation

W N

= 00N LA

Did you notice the subtle difference between rising and falling
intonation on question tags?

Practise your intonation with the below sentences.

You are annoyed, aren’t you? (fairly sure)
There is no food in the fridge, is there? (fairly sure)

You don't know the way to the station, do you?
(not sure)

They can't do it, can they? (fairly sure)

Curt has three kids, doesn't he? (not sure)
This computer won't work, will it? (fairly sure)
We will be able to go, won't we? (not sure)
This isn't your seat, is it? (not sure)

Sophie has done it, hasn't she? (fairly sure)

We weren't too noisy in the library, were we? (not
sure)
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Listen to the teacher’s intonation

SURE OF ASKING FOR
THE FACTS AN ANSWER

1. We go left in 500 metres, don't we?

2. You weren't really going to say that, were you?

3. They left the children at the day care, didn't they?

4. This burger is the best in this town, isn't it?

5. We can't combine these two processes, can we?

6. We won't let them knock the statue down, will we?
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Imagine the dialogue using question tags
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Four truths and one lie

Do you remember the facts about your

_ X teacher or partners from the four truths
question tag> and one lie activity at the beginning of the
lesson?

Use

Using question tags, ask them what you
remember about them for confirmation.

You had the longest hair in your nursery, didn't you?
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Reflect on the goals

Go back to the second slide of the lesson and check
if you have achieved all the goals of the lesson.
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Reflect on this lesson

Think about everything you have seen in this lesson.
What were the most difficult activities or words? The easiest?
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Homework: matching activity

1. You can swim,

2. You don't know where the boss
is,

3. This mealis horrible,

4. The class begins at 9am,
5. I'm sitting next to you,

6. |shouldn’t ask questions,

7. She had a great time,

[ ]
Il“gOda www.lingoda.com

isn't it?

doesn't it?

can't you?

didn't she?

do you?

should I?

aren'tI?
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Homework: write your own question tags

1.

Aren't |

Is she

Hasn't he

Did you

Shouldn't we

Won't you

Aren't |

Could you
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Homework answer key
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About this material

This material is provided by /

lingoda

lingoda \Who are we?

(& Why learn English online?

8%% What kinds of English classes do we offer?
@ Who are our English teachers?

How do our English certificates work?

We also have a language blog!
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