
Prefixes and 
opposites 

LEVEL NUMBER 

GRAMMAR 

LANGUAGE 
Intermediate B1_3052G_EN English 



2 www.lingoda.com 

  

Goals 

■ Can identify and explain 
prefixes, with examples. 
 

■ Can accurately use prefixes 
in a variety of situations. 
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One of the longest words in the English 
language is 

antidisestablishmentarianism.  
 

What a mouthful! You might not know 
what it means, but you might recognise 

the first part of the word anti. 
 

With the help of a prefix like anti, we 
have a better chance of guessing what 

this long word means.   

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Preview and warm-up  

■ A prefix is a set of  letters that you can add to the beginning of a word to form 
a new word with a different meaning.  

■ It may form an opposite, add emphasis, or negate.  
■ Today, we will mostly focus on building opposites.  

With hard work and a good attitude, everything is possible.  
Nothing is impossible!  

http://www.lingoda.com/
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■ Prefixes are letters that you add to the start of a base word. 
■ Some of the most common are un-, in-, im-, dis-, ir-, il-, and anti- 
■ They can add detail or indicate the manner in which something is done. 
■ Prefixes can change the meaning of a word and they often help us build 

opposites: 
■ un + happy = unhappy, which means not happy 

What is a prefix?  

Base word Prefixed word Change in meaning 

happy  unhappy opposite: not happy 

paid underpaid  manner: not paid enough 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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■ Prefixes can help you figure out the meaning of an unfamiliar word. 
■ First, see if you can identify a base word. 
■ Next, look for a common prefix like in-, anti-, un-, il-, im-  
■ From the context, does the opposite or negative form of the base word 

make sense?  

Prefixes in action 

Base word  Prefixed word  Meaning change Context 

possible impossible  opposite of/not 
The maths test is 
impossible. I can‘t do 
it. 

agree disagree reverse/opposite I disagree with that 
idea. It‘s bad.  

polite impolite opposite of/not Eating pasta with your 
hands is impolite. 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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■ Not every word that starts with a common prefix is an opposite. 
■ For example, the word interesting begins with in but teresting is not a word. 
■ Taking away the suspected prefix does not leave you with a recognisable base 

word  
■ Similarly, you cannot build an opposite to every word just by adding a prefix.  
■ Some examples are given below. 

Exceptions 

Base adjective opposite 

close far 

tall short 

smart stupid 

loud quiet 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Fill in the gaps 

Fill in the gap with the word that fits best.  
 
 

1. My neighbour is very ________________, she 
always says hello and brings us fresh fruit 
from her garden.  

2. We were all ________________ after the film. It 
was a sad, depressing movie. 

3. Her boyfriend seems quite _______________. 
He didn’t ask us any questions and he 
stared at his phone the whole evening.  

4. We will take the ________________ set of 
encyclopedias, please.  

5. They looked so ________________ on their 
wedding day. They smiled all day.  

6. This form is ________________. Please finish 
filling it in and bring it back to me.  
 
 
 

unfriendly 

incomplete 

friendly 

happy 

complete 

unhappy 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Look at the words below.  
Which are the exceptions that cannot take a prefix? 

smart 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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The prefix un- 

Base word Un- 

friendly unfriendly 

pleasant  unpleasant 

tidy untidy 

important unimportant 

believable unbelievable  

■ Un- reverses the meaning of a base word. 
■ It changes the meaning from, for example, happy to not happy. 
■ Note that words with prefixes can be used negatively or positively. 
■ This brownie is so good that it’s unbelievable (not believable, too good to be 

true, positive) 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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The prefix in- 

■ In-, along with several other prefixes, can be understood as meaning not. 
■ For example:  
■ in + secure = not secure 
■ in + considerate  = not considerate 

Her text in the group chat is very inconsiderate towards another friend. She said some 
inappropriate things, I wonder if I should say something to her. 

Base word In- 

considerate  inconsiderate 

sensitive insensitive  

offensive inoffensive 

appropriate inappropriate  

http://www.lingoda.com/
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The prefix im- 

■ The prefix im- also forms new words that are opposites.  
■ It usually goes before the letter p.   

■ It is impossible to get a reservation 
there.  

■ It is impolite to ask someone how 
much money they have.  

■ He is so immature, his mum still 
does his laundry for him! 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Form sentences  

Guess the meanings of these words with in-, un-, and im- prefixes, then 
build sentences with them.  

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Define or describe the words on the right using a sentence. 
Guess the word from the sentences given on the left!  

Be as creative as possible! 

What’s the opposite?  

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Is this picture possible or impossible?  
Explain your reasoning!  

Could this happen?  

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Is this polite or impolite?  
Discuss the picture and give reasons for your answer. 

Good manners?  

http://www.lingoda.com/
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■ Dis- also forms opposites, reversing the meaning of the base word. 
■ You might describe a lovely colleague as agreeable.  
■ Your rude, unfriendly colleague you might describe as disagreeable.  

The prefix dis- 

Base word Prefixed word In context 

interested disinterested  

She seemed disinterested 
during the meeting. It was 
about a project she wasn’t 
working on. 

satisfied  dissatisfied 
We were dissatisfied with 
the bad service at the 
hotel. 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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■ Ir- is a prefix used to form opposites for words that begin with r.  

The prefix ir- 

Base word Prefixed word In context 

regular irregular I find irregular verbs 
challenging!  

relevant  irrelevant 
This information is 
irrelevant to me, it is not 
useful at all.  

http://www.lingoda.com/
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The prefix il-  

Base word Prefixed word 

legal illegal 

literate illiterate 

logical Illogical  

■ Il- is used to form opposites for words that start with l. 
■ However, there are many l words that do not take the il- prefix, such as lucky or 

likable. 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Dis-, il-, and ir- in action  

■ Here you have some examples of words with dis-, il-, and ir- as prefixes. 

Social media can be annoying, but I 
would feel disconnected without it.  

After cheating, he was disqualified from 
the competition. His manager was 

naturally quite displeased.  

The plot of the film made no sense, I 
found it totally illogical.  

My friend Sarah is wonderful, but totally 
irresponsible. I would never let her 

watch my pet, or even my plants!  

http://www.lingoda.com/
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_______________________________________________________________

_________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________

_________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________

_________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________

_________________________________________ 

Identify the word being described 

unlucky 

3. Feeling separated from other 
people.  

4. Verbs like to be, to go, and to 
read. 

5. Someone who uses a 
wheelchair to help them get 
around more easily 

2. Adults who cannot read. 

1. Jacob had a bad day: he lost his 
job, crashed his car, and 
misplaced his wallet.   

http://www.lingoda.com/
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A B 

D C 

Match the word to its description  

1. disenchanted 

No longer excited, no longer 
finding something or 
someone wonderful.  

Something that is not 
important or valuable.  

Not in favour of something, 
being opposed to. 

Not clear, correct or logical. A 
crazy idea. 

2. irrelevant 3. irrational  4. disapproving 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Imagine and describe the opposite  

Here are four 
images of people or 
situations that are 
responsible, legal, 
pleased, and 
satisfied.  
 
Imagine and 
describe what the 
opposite of these 
situations would 
be.  
 
Build the opposite 
to make full 
sentences using the 
appropriate prefix. 

responsible legal 

satisfied pleased 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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■ Anti- is a prefix used to form new words that mean being against or opposed 
to. 

■ This antismoking campaign will convince people to quit! 
■ The campaign is designed to be against smoking. 

■ Anti- can also be used to form opposites. 
■ She is so quiet and very antisocial. She never goes out. 

The prefix anti- 

aging anti-aging 

drug anti-drug 

social antisocial 

bacterial antibacterial  

septic antiseptic 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Hyphens 

■ Our car is equipped with an antitheft system, hopefully it won‘t get stolen!  

■ Every movement has opponents. There are many feminists right now, but also lots 
of antifeminists.  

■ The anti-gun strategy was developed by several politicians.  

■ Note that sometimes a hyphen is used (anti-aging) and sometimes a hyphen is 
not used. 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Below are scrambled advertisements for different products 
and marketing campaigns. Put them in the correct order. 

will help  

if you think 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Say no to something 

You have been 
asked to come up 
with an interesting 
marketing 
campaign against 
one of these items. 
Discuss how you 
would encourage a 
healthy lifestyle, for 
example.  
 
In my anti-violence 
campaign, I would 
show three young 
people who are living 
unhealthy… 

drugs alcohol 

smoking childhood obesity 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Look back at the prefixed adjectives you 
have learnt in this lesson. Pick one and 
quickly draw a picture that illustrates the 
word. Your teacher or classmate must 
guess your word.  

If you can’t draw, describe the word with 
as much detail as possible! 

Show, don’t tell  

I think that’s a picture of something that’s really… illogical?  

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Go back to the second slide of the lesson and check 
 if you have achieved all the goals of the lesson. 

yes no 

_______________________________ 

_______________________________ 

_______________________________ 

_______________________________ 

Reflect on the goals 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Think about everything you have seen in this lesson. 
What were the most difficult activities or words? The easiest? 

+ 
+ 

– 
– If you have time, go over  

the most difficult slides again 

_______________________________ 

_______________________________ 

_______________________________ 

_______________________________ 

_______________________________ 

_______________________________ 

_______________________________ 

_______________________________ 

Reflect on this lesson 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Activity p. 8 
1. friendly; 2. unhappy; 3. unfriendly; 4. complete; 5. happy; 6. incomplete  
 
Activity p. 9  
tall, loud, smart 
 
Activity p. 14 
1. impatient; 2 inappropriate; 3. unlikely to be true, extraordinary ; 4. Not able to make a 
decision 
  
Activity p. 21 
2. illiterate; 3. disconnected; 4. irregular; 5. disabled  
  
Activity p. 22 
1. a; 2. b; 3.d; 4. c 
 
Activity p. 23 
opposites: irresponsible, illegal, displeased, unsatisfied or dissatisfied 
 
Activity p. 26 
This powerful antibiotic will help you get healthy in no time at all. 
Try our new anti-aging skin care line. You will be amazed at the results. 
You should join the youth antismoking league if you think tobacco is terrible.  

Answer key 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Homework 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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words with un- 

polite  rational 

words with in- words with ir- 

Categorise these words by prefix. Not every word will fit with 
the prefixes provided. Which words do you have left? 

believable continued 

connected possible 

kind 

responsible 

sensitive 

appropriate 

regular 

friendly 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Write sentences using both the word given and its opposite.  

Write sentences with the words 

considerate polite 

interested bacterial 

legal responsible  

Write sentences that demonstrate the 

meaning of both the word and its 

opposite! 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Homework answer key 

Homework Activity p. 33 
Words with un-: unfriendly; unkind; unbelievable  
Words with in-: appropriate; sensitive 
Words with ir-: regular, responsible, rational  
  
Words that can’t be categorised: continued, possible, connected, polite  
 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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                Who are we? 
 
Why learn English online? 

What kinds of English classes do we offer? 

Who are our English teachers? 

How do our English certificates work? 

We also have a language blog! 

This material is provided by 
 
 
 
 

About this material 

                

                

                

                

                

http://www.lingoda.com/
http://www.lingoda.com/about-us
https://www.lingoda.com/online-language-course
http://www.lingoda.com/english/how-it-works
http://www.lingoda.com/english/teacher
https://www.lingoda.com/english/certificate
http://www.lingoda.com/blog
http://www.lingoda.com/

	Slide Number 1
	Goals
	Slide Number 3
	Preview and warm-up 
	What is a prefix? 
	Prefixes in action
	Exceptions
	Fill in the gaps
	Look at the words below. �Which are the exceptions that cannot take a prefix?
	The prefix un-
	The prefix in-
	The prefix im-
	Form sentences 
	What’s the opposite? 
	Could this happen? 
	Good manners? 
	The prefix dis-
	The prefix ir-
	The prefix il- 
	Dis-, il-, and ir- in action 
	Identify the word being described
	Match the word to its description 
	Imagine and describe the opposite 
	The prefix anti-
	Hyphens
	Below are scrambled advertisements for different products and marketing campaigns. Put them in the correct order.
	Say no to something
	Show, don’t tell 
	Slide Number 29
	Slide Number 30
	Answer key
	Slide Number 32
	Categorise these words by prefix. Not every word will fit with the prefixes provided. Which words do you have left?
	Write sentences with the words
	Homework answer key
	Slide Number 36

