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Can identify and explain
reported speech, with
examples.

Can produce
straightforward written
examples of reported

speech.
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Francis said, ‘It's time to learn about
direct speech and reported speech.’

Francis said that it was time to learn
about direct speech and reported
speech.
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Preview and warm-up

B We use reported speech to say what someone else has said.

Direct speech: She said, 'l love reading science fiction.’
Reported speech: She said that she loved reading science fiction
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Direct and reported speech

Let's imagine you want to tell someone what Lilly said.

Using direct speech: You say the exact same words Lilly used.
Using reported speech: You change the pronoun and tense of what Lilly said.
In reported speech, we put the main verb in the sentence in the past.

Lilly said that she was reading a great
book at the moment.
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Direct speech

B We use verbs like say and tell to introduce direct speech.

B We always put a comma (, ) before the direct speech when we are writing.

B We put the words the person said in quotation marks.

‘I enjoy
science
fiction

novels.”

Toby said, ‘I enjoy science fiction novels.’
Toby told me, ‘I enjoy science fiction novels.

I
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Reported speech

B We also use verbs like say and tell to introduce reported speech.

B Wedon't use quotations marks with reported speech.
B We can use that before the reported speech, or we can leave it out.

‘Reading
helps me to
relax after
work.’

Catherine said that reading helped her to relax after work.
Catherine said reading helped her to relax after work.

www.lingoda.com



Direct and reported speech

B Here are two more pairs of examples of direct and reported speech.

| -
; 4 Tyrone said, ‘l have a meeting later
) today.

%

Tyrone said that he had a meeting later "
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Match the reported speech with the direct speech

1. He told me his a film studio was making his book into a movie.

a. My book is becoming a movie!
b. 1 am making a movie.

c. Heis making a movie.

2. She told me she loves all animals.

a. She loves all animals.
b. I loved all animals.

c. llove all animals.
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Match the reported speech with the direct speech

3. She told me she was going to the party tonight.

a. You are going to the party tonight.
b. | went to the party tonight.

c. | am going to the party tonight.

4. He said that we could start without him.

a. Please start without me.

b. We are starting without him.

c. | can start without you.
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Using reported speech

Four readers give their opinion on the newest book by Peter Johan.
Turn what they said into reported speech.

The booK 1S Tfind hjs
boring an(,i VeCha.r dCters
to0 \ong! 'y likeape -
I On't \(nO\N' ;
:a(écause | am e thThe, plot js
still reading = filling an, d
it - Stpaceq.

Danielle Michael
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Verb tenses in reported speech

You don’t always need to change to the past tense.

If you are reporting something that is generally true or always true you can
keep the reported speech in the present.

If the situation hasn’t changed, we don’t need to change the verb to the past.

Direct speech

Germany is in
Europe.

Reported speech

She said Germany
is in Europe.

What changes?

Reporting words
added

Why?

Reporting a fact
that is always true

| study history at
the university.

She told me she
studies history at
the university.

Reported words
added and
pronouns changed

She still studies
history at the
university
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Verb tenses in reported speech

B If you are reporting a finished action or situation, you must use a past verb.

Kevin quit his job yesterday. He told me
he needed a change.

Irene saw a good film last week. She
said it was interesting.
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Reported speech in the past tense

Direct speech in the past simple changes to the past perfect in reported
speech: subject + had + past participle.

Direct speech in the past continuous changes to the past perfect continuous
in reported speech: subject + had + been + -ing form of the verb.

Direct speech Reported speech What changed?
I went to the park He said he had gone to the Reporting qudS; | AnelngEe
to he; past simple changed
yesterday. park yesterday. to past perfect

Past continuous changed
to past perfect
continuous.

He told me he had been

| was trying to call. trying to call.
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Reported speech in the present perfect

B Direct speech in the present perfect also changes to the past perfect in
reported speech.

‘I have
played piano
since | was
Six.’

She told me that she had played the piano since she was six.
She said she had played the piano since she was six.
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Using reported speech

Marianne me that you in hospital. Are
you okay?
Yes, I'm fine. Did Marianne not that the doctors
said | free to leave?
No, she that the doctors said you

to stay in hospital all week.

I'm sorry. Marianne me that she texted

you with the news.
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Pronouns and possessives in reported speech

B Afirst person pronoun or possessive in direct speech will change to the third

person in reported speech.

Direct speech — Reported speech
My purse is missing! She said her purse was missing.
Please bring me my coffee. He told me to bring him his coffee.
Our party was fun. They said that their party was fun.
My friend speaks French. She said her friend speaks French.
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Fill in the gaps

1. Emma James is such a talented baker that she has written
four cookbooks and has her own bakery. She told me about
(possessive) latest project.

2. | wanted to know about the new cookbook.
She me it (take) three years to
finish.

3. Emma said she (feel) frustrated and

uninspired, but one day she visited a tiny bakery in the
mountains of France.

4, She told me that the taste of perfect, simple pastries
(give) her an idea.
5. Emma told me she (realise) that her recipes
did not need to be fancy.
6. She said that her recipe testers (always like)
the simple treats best.
7. Emma told me that right now (work) on the

final recipes for a cookbook called Simplest Sweets.

Fill in the gaps with the correct form of the verb or pronoun in
parentheses.
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Change these example of direct speech into reported speech

She said that her sister'’s
brownies were the absolute best
in the world.

1. 'My sister’s brownies are the
absolute best in the world.’

2. 'Our neighbour’s dog won't
stop chasing our cat.’

3. 'My favourite shirtis in the
washing machine, so |
borrowed my brother’s.’

4. ‘Al's Pizzeria is where | want to
have my birthday dinner.’

5. ‘My car is at the mechanics, so |
got a lift from my colleague.’
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Reporting requests

B You may use reported speech to relay requests, commands, or advice.

B You can use ask, told, or said as a reporting word followed by an infinitive.

Request Reported Speech

Can you bring me a He asked me to bring
coffee? him a coffee.

Will you marry me? He asked me to marry

him.
Would you hold my He asked me to hold his
baby? baby.

Ask conveys that you are reporting a polite request.
Ask and tell require an object (asked me, told him...)
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Reporting advice suggestions and instructions

There are five examples of direct speech below. Complete the
sentences on the left using reported speech.

1. The song sounded bad, so Brian gu'y Y tWne yo,

asked me ‘Get SOMe 1A, please

: (eS\'..' )

2. Harry was eating too quickly.

Sophie :
3. My boss is worried about the

deadline, so she nkin S

. ADOﬂ’t ma\(e U\'_S ' IOW dOWﬂ I’

4. |feltill, so my brother ommen

'Finish that project by
tomorrow.’
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Here are some examples of direct speech. You will need them
for the activity on the next slide

‘Lawrence is out of
work at the
moment.’

‘Your brother called
me.’

‘Sarah has never
been to London.’

I can't swim.’

‘Courtney was
waiting at the bus
stop at 10am this

morning.’

‘Samantha is late for
work this morning.’
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‘Arthur won't be at
the party tonight.’

‘I have to work all
day on Saturday.’

'l don't like rock
music.’




1.

Each of these sentences says something different to one of
the sentences on the previous slide. What could you say?

Let's go to the swimming pool later.

Do you want to go clubbing on
Friday night?

John is excited to see Arthur.

Mary loves that band.

Lawrence went on holiday recently.

Sarah was not impressed by
Buckingham Palace.

Dave hasn't heard from your
brother for a while.

Courtney was doing yoga all
morning.
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swim.

Jou won't use On€ -

<entence from the
revious slide.
Keep it in Mind

thought




Imagine you get this text from a colleague

Hey!

This is totally last minute but I'm running late for the
meeting at 10.00 am.

Our boss can't find out, though.

Can you make up an excuse?

Cheers!
Samantha

Your teacher will play the boss. Create an excuse for Samantha and
remember to tell your colleagues in the meeting what she said!
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Reflect on the goals

Go back to the second slide of the lesson and check
if you have achieved all the goals of the lesson.
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Reflect on this lesson

Think about everything you have seen in this lesson.
What were the most difficult activities or words? The easiest?
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Match the direct speech to the reported speech

1. Give me a summary of the project, please.
2. lam working on a new play right now.
3. Our visit to St. Tropez was great, but the hotel was just okay.

4. Could you walk my dog tomorrow?

a. She asked me to walk her dog tomorrow.
b. She asked me to give her a summary of the project.
c. She told me their visit to St. Tropez, but that their hotel was just okay.

d. He told me he was working on a new play.
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Wise words from teachers

You have decided to submit a response to your local newspaper’s
project on great educators. The question is: did a teacher ever say
something to you that you have never forgotten? Describe
something a great teacher said to you and why it is memorable.
Write about 75 words.

To: readersurveys@news.co.uk

Subject: wise words from teachers

Good Afternoon,

A great teacher | once had...
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Homework answer key
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About this material

This material is provided by

lingoda

lingoda \Who are we?

% Why learn English online?
8%% What kinds of English classes do we offer?
@ Who are our English teachers?

How do our English certificates work?

We also have a language blog!
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