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Goals 

■ Can recall and define 
familiar and new 
vocabulary to describe 
physical appearance. 
 

■ Can accurately use new 
vocabulary and structures 
to provide more detailed 
descriptions. 
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Have you ever fallen in love and not 
had the words to describe him or 

her? 
 

Now you can learn. Let‘s take a look at 
all the different words used to describe 

physical appearance. 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Preview and warm-up 

■ In this lesson, we are going to learn some advanced words for describing 
physical appearance. 

I just can‘t describe her look! 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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airbrush 

editing 

curvaceous 

attractive hourglass 
figure 

complexion good looks 

universal 

Describing physical appearance 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Describing physical appearance 

My partner is beautiful and curvaceous; 
I love her a lot. 

The first thing I noticed about her was 
her beautiful complexion. 

The photo was airbrushed to remove all 
her naturally adorable features. 

He owes his good looks to his father! 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Describing physical appearance 

She has a perfect hourglass figure and 
fits beautifully into everything she tries 
on. 

There is no such thing as a universal 
beauty standard; beauty is in the eye of 
the beholder! 

He is the most attractive man I’ve ever 
seen! 

That photo has been edited as I’ve seen 
that girl in real life and she looks 

nothing like that! 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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figure 

A white angel-like figure with a pink jacket lays on the ground.  

http://www.lingoda.com/
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scar 

She had three scars on her stomach from where the dog had bitten her. 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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A feature is something that stands out making a thing or person 
recognisable. Features can refer to significant parts of a building, a 

person’s appearance, or a landscape. 

The boy’s cutest feature was his soft, curly hair. 

feature 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Appearance is the way that something looks.  
An appearance can also mean showing up at an event or to describe 

something that has just become visible. 

appearance 

Their appearance at the barbeque was quite a surprise as the 
whole family came dressed as superheroes. 

The baby appeared from out of the egg.  
He had a cute physical appearance. 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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freckles 

The first thing I noticed about her were the freckles across her nose. 

http://www.lingoda.com/


13 www.lingoda.com 

Medium height refers to someone who is average height; that is, in 
between short and tall.  

High stature is a synonym for appearing tall. 

The young children were all of medium height with the 
exception of the girl in the middle. 

high stature medium height 

His partner is medium height with long, blonde hair, but he has 
a tall stature at nearly six feet. 

http://www.lingoda.com/


14 www.lingoda.com 

Tanned skin turns brown as a result of being in the sun. 
 Unfortunately, pale, white skin rarely tans. 

pale tanned 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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She had fair skin that turned red in summer and white in winter; she 
wished she had darker olive skin so that she could get a tan. 

olive skin fair 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Elder is used to describe a person who is older than another person, such 
as an elder sister or brother. Sometimes the word elder is also used to 

describe a wise person in a community who is respected by everyone else. 
Elderly describes an old person.  

Her elder brother looked after her during summer, he always 
made her laugh. 

elderly elder 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Fill in the gaps 

Using the vocabulary you have just learnt, complete the story. 

It was midnight, but the street lamp across the road 
provided a little bit of light. Down an alleyway to her 
right, the girl could see a _______________ of 
_______________. As he approached her, the light 
shone across his face, revealing an _______________ 
man with white_______________ skin and light 
brown_______________ across his nose. He crept along 
the wall, tripping over a rubbish bin. A_______________ 
coloured cat sprang out from behind it, running out 
onto the street. The cat had a big _______________ 
across his eye and looked as though he might 
be_______________. The_______________ of the cat gave 
the girl a shock, but more worrisome was the man.  
She had read a ______________ article in the 
newspaper about a serial murderer and the thought 
of it frightened her. But before she could think 
about it a siren sounded and a policeman jumped 
out of the car and ran down the alleyway.   

appearance 

tan 

figure 

medium height 

scar 

feature 

elderly 

blind 

pale 

freckles 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Practise using vocabulary to describe appearance 

pale 

Using these words or any others you can remember take turns 
describing the members of your family. 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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A dinner party 

You have organised a meet and greet dinner party. One of your friends 
has a vision impairment. Take turns describing the guests, including 
their age what they are wearing, and any other interesting features 

about them. 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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strength If you have the strength to continue climbing the mountain, then we better 
get going because it is going to be dark soon.  

be in your 
twenties 

When I was in my twenties I travelled around the world as if I owned it. 

middle-aged My aunt is 45 years of age, so middle-aged, but she still acts as if she is in 
her twenties. 

aged The wine has been aged in the cellar and is now ready for drinking. 

Describing physical appearance 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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disability 

Disability describes people who have health conditions that affect their 
movement, sensory abilities, or mental and physical health. 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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in a wheelchair The woman is in a wheelchair and requires a lift to access the second floor 
of the library. 

physically mute The boy cannot speak; he is physically mute. 

deaf or hearing 
impaired 

The presentation will need to be written down as the boy cannot hear; he is 
deaf and cannot read her lips. 

blind or vision 
impaired 

My uncle is visually impaired as he can only see out of one eye and cannot 
see things that are far away. 

Describing disability 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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chin She had a beautifully rounded chin, but that is because she 
had plastic surgery. 

high cheekbones Her most recognisable feature were her high cheekbones. 

cheeks She was always wearing blush on her cheeks. 

temple When she had a headache, she would hold her temples 
hoping it would go away. 

Words to describe the face 

nostril The cow had big nostrils with freckles across them. 

prominent 
cheekbones 

The woman always wore make-up, giving the appearance of 
having prominent cheekbones. 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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He had short eyelashes and brown eyebrows and yet I will never forget his 
look. 

eye lashes eyebrow 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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The pupil and iris are both parts of the eye. The pupil sits in the middle of 
the iris and is black. It changes size depending on the amount of light.  

The word pupil is also used to describe a school student and an iris is the name 
of a common flower. Don’t confuse these meanings! 

He had beautiful eyes; his iris was green becoming brown 
right beside his pupil. 

iris pupil 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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A gaze describes the way someone looks at something. Usually we use it to 
describe a person or animal who is looking very directly at something. 

The tiger stared at me with his steady, cold gaze. 

gaze 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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A cold gaze describes a gaze that is the opposite of warm. Usually a cold 
gaze expresses a dislike of something. A stony gaze describes a gaze that 

also shows no feeling or sympathy.  

The dog looked at me with his cold gaze; it was as if I didn’t 
exist except as a piece of meat. 

stony gaze cold gaze 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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You want to audition for the role as an extra in a new film. Using the 
vocabulary just learnt, write a description of yourself, including a 

description of the following features. 

Describing physical appearance for an audition 

cheekbones eyes 

nose height and skin 

hair special features 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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What are these people feeling? Take turns describing the 
gaze and appearance of these people. Can you describe a 
time when you felt this way? 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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? ? ? ? ? ? 
? ? ? ? ? ? 

? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? 
? 

? ? ? ? ? ? 
? ? ? ? ? ? 

? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? 
? 

Describing physical appearance 

What is it that you 
remember most 
about a person’s 

appearance? 

Can you name an actor 
or actress with a 

memorable face? Why is 
it memorable? Describe 

it. 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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He became bald at an early age, but he still had to shave his beard and 
moustache. 

shaved bald 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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beard 

The young man was so good looking; he was always stroking his beard. 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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moustache 

He had a tidy, grey moustache. 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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fringe Her fringe was long and straight and a recognisable feature of her face, but 
it  was always getting in her eyes. 

body hair He was covered in body hair, on his back, hands, and chest, and then one 
day he shaved it all off. I didn’t recognise him! 

shoulder length 
hair 

Her hair came down to her shoulders, and flipped out at the ends. 

armpit hair I have lots of hair under my armpits and I love it. 

Describing hair 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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describing hair 

fuzzy hair His fuzzy hair just could not be kept combed; it was soft 
and always looked slightly messy. 

greasy hair My hair is so greasy; I haven’t washed it in 2 days and it 
is full of oil. 

smooth hair Her hair is so smooth, it just slips through my fingers; it 
never has any knots. 

sleek hair Her hair is so sleek; it is smooth, shiny, and elegant. 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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comb your hair 

I had to comb my hair to get all the knots out of it. 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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disguise 

Sometimes self disguise is a matter of self defence! 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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A B 

D C 

Match the words to the text 

1. fuzzy  

The butter had been sitting by the 
window all day. It was very soft. I got 
out my knife, but what I really needed 
was a spoon. The butter had melted. 
As I spread it on my toast the oil 
dripped onto the table; it was 
very_______________! 

I ordered a drink at the bar and 
within minutes a man had taken a 
seat beside me. He ordered some 
nuts and asked me if I’d like any. 
Too_______________, I thought, as I 
finished my beer. 

The television had stopped working 
and my dad had climbed onto the 
roof to see if he could change the 
position of the antenna to get better 
reception. It didn’t work; the 
television screen was just full of 
_______________ images. 

The new model of the phone was was 
3 grams lighter than the older model 
and nearly half the thickness. I could 
easily slide it into my pocket without 
even noticing it was there. It was 
black and silver and so_______________. 

2. greasy 3. sleek 4. smooth 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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1 
2 
3 

At the hairdresser 

These two people are visiting the hairdresser. With your teacher or 
classmates describe their hair length and type. 

What kind of haircut do they need?  

Discuss the hairstyle or hair cut they 

should get. Do you all agree? 

Discuss and describe your own ideal haircut. 

Would you like a fringe or longer or shorter 

hair? 

Describe the length of hair and hair type 

of these two people. 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Listen to what your teacher reads and write down what you hear, 
listening carefully to the descriptions of physical appearance. 

Who stole the violin? 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Who stole the violin? 

Based on what you wrote down, who do you think stole the violin? 
Compare your answers with your teacher and classmates. Give a short 
visual description of each of the suspects and then decide who is guilty. 

actor old grandmother 

wild uncle jealous sister 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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• Take turns to describe what the rest of 
this person might look like.  

• Be as imaginative as you can, using as 
many words from this lesson as you 
can remember. 

Game 

This girl is medium height and I think she has curly hair and perhaps 
a fringe. She also has pale skin and blue eyes. 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Go back to the second slide of the lesson and check 
 if you have achieved all the goals of the lesson. 

yes no 

_______________________________ 

_______________________________ 

_______________________________ 

_______________________________ 

Reflect on the goals 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Think about everything you have seen in this lesson. 
What were the most difficult activities or words? The easiest? 

+ 
+ 

– 
– If you have time, go over  

the most difficult slides again 

_______________________________ 

_______________________________ 

_______________________________ 

_______________________________ 

_______________________________ 

_______________________________ 

_______________________________ 

_______________________________ 

Reflect on this lesson 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Slide 17: figure; medium height; elderly; pale; freckles; tan; scar; blind; appearance; 
feature 
Slide 38: A2; B4; C1; D3  

Answer key 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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I saw a bald figure of medium height walking past the window on 
the night my violin went missing. I woke up that night because I 
heard my elderly grandmother’s wheelchair creaking along the 
hallway. She is covered in wrinkles and is nearly 100 years old. I 
thought I saw someone in the house. The bald figure had 
prominent cheekbones and from the light of the moon, I noticed 
that he or she was wearing make-up and had unnaturally evil 
looking eyebrows. My elder sister is dating an actor, so it could 
have been him. Although she wishes she could play the violin as 
well as me. She had a reason to want to steal it. I searched the 
bedroom for strands of her long, sleek, black hair, but I couldn’t 
find any. That morning, my uncle gave me his usual stony gaze. 
He wasn’t going to help me find my violin.  

Who stole the violin? 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Homework 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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A B 

D C 

Make a sentence using each set of vocabulary 

mute 

memorable chin 

cold gaze 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Describe what you would ideally like to look like.  
Write one paragraph using as many of the words from this 

lesson as you can. 

Homework writing activity 

prominent 
cheekbones greasy hair 

have a fringe olive skinned 

gaze shaved 

My ideal self is tall and slim, of course. I 

have long, smooth hair and a cheeky 

smile. 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Why learn English online? 

What kinds of English classes do we offer? 

Who are our English teachers? 

How do our English certificates work? 
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