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Goals

■ Can use a range of modal 
verbs to express obligation, 
prohibition and give advice.

■ Can differentiate between 
mustn’t/can’t and don’t have 
to.
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The pizza must be piping hot when it’s 
taken out of the oven.

But, should we serve it straightaway 
or let it cool down first?

We ought to think of a vegan option 
as well, just in case someone doesn’t 

eat cheese.
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Preview and warm-up

■ In this class, you will practise using modal verbs of obligation and giving 
advice.

You should probably wear a bicycle helmet. 
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■ Here is what we will cover in today’s lesson:

Modals of obligation and advice

Obligation Prohibition and lack of 
obligation Advice

must mustn’t/can’t should/ought to

have to don’t have to shouldn’t/ought not to
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Recap: Expressing obligation using must

I must wear sun cream at the beach 
today. It’s going to be extremely hot.

At our restaurant, you must book a 
table in advance.

■ Subject + must + bare infinitive – go, see, eat, drive, play…

■ We use must when we think it is necessary to do something.
■ Must is often used in instructions and written rules.
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Recap: Expressing obligation using have to

You have to visit Carla in her new flat. 
It’s so stylish.

I have to shower at the gym because 
my shower at home is broken.

■ Subject + have/has to + bare infinitive – work, visit, travel, write…

■ Have to is similar to must.
■ It also means it is necessary to do something.
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Must vs have to

I must get my car fixed this week. It 
looks like it needs to be serviced.

The government is trying to discourage 
driving, so I have to pay a lot in car tax.

■ However, must and have to are not identical in meaning:
■ We usually use must when we decide that something is necessary.
■ We usually use have to when someone else decides it is necessary.
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Mustn’t and can’t

You mustn’t ignore your work emails.

She can’t do that at work. It’s not 
professional.

■ Subject + mustn’t/can’t + bare infinitive.

■ Mustn’t and can’t indicate that an activity or behaviour is not allowed or 
discouraged.

■ We use these words to give instructions not to do something.
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Modals of prohibition and obligation: can’t and mustn’t

I can’t travel to 
Saudi Arabia 
without a visa.

This is a law.

I can’t drive on the 
left hand side of the 
road in Germany.

It is illegal.

I can’t cycle through 
red lights. It is against the law.

I mustn’t eat too 
much sugar.

Because it makes me 
feel sick.

I mustn’t drink milk. Because I am allergic
to it.

■ Can’t suggests that something is against specific rules or laws.
■ Mustn’t suggests a decision about what is right or wrong to do.
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Using can’t and mustn’t

Fill in the gaps with can’t or mustn’t.

I_______________ come with you on the Czech trip 
this weekend because I don’t have a residency 
permit yet. I also_______________ start working 
straight away because I don’t have the right 
paperwork. I_______________ spend too much money 
either and if I come with you I will likely buy too 
many drinks. I_______________ drink too much 
because I always end up being sick and I really 
want to get fit and healthy this year. But I 
_______________take out a gym membership without 
first opening a bank account and I_______________ 
do that until I have a residency permit. Everyone 
says I_______________ worry too much though as 
things always have a way of somehow working out.

can’t = against the 

rules or law

mustn’t = the 

speaker decides 

what is wrong to do
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Don’t have to

We don’t have to go to the beach. We 
can do something else.

I don’t have to be in that meeting, but 
I’m going to go anyway.

■ Subject + don’t/doesn’t have to + bare infinitive.

■ We use don’t have to when it is not necessary to do something.
■ Don’t have to means you don’t need to do something, but you can if want to.
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Don’t have to vs mustn’t/can’t

Don’t have to Mustn’t/can’t

You don’t have to 
reply to her email. I 
spoke to her this 
afternoon.

(= It is not necessary 
to reply to her email)

You can’t reply to her 
email. You are not a 
senior manager.

(=you don’t have 
permission to reply to 
her, so don’t do it)

You don’t have to 
bring an umbrella. It 
won’t rain today.

(= you don’t need the 
umbrella, but you can 
bring one if you like)

You mustn’t bring 
that umbrella. It’s 
mine and I need it.

(=you don’t have 
permission to bring 
the umbrella!)

■ Don’t have to and mustn’t/can’t are very different.
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Would you use have to or must in the examples below? 
To help you decide, tell your partner or teacher why you must or have to

do each of these things.

Using have to and must

Apply for a residency permit in order to live in a foreign 
country.

Complete my 
project in time 
so I can go on 

holiday

Submit my tax 
return by the 

due date

Finish my thesis 
draft so my 

supervisor can 
look at it

Buy a ticket to 
travel on the 

train, tram, and 
bus

Get my 
computer fixed 
so that it stops 

crashing 

Wear a seat belt 
while driving a 

car
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Modals of obligation

Make a list of things in your life that fit into each category. 
Share them with the other people in the lesson.

I mustn’t 
complain 

about my job I must go to the business meeting next week

mustn’t and must have to and don’t have to can and can’t
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Using don’t have to and mustn’t

Personal obligation: I mustn’t spend 
so much of my wage on payday.

No obligation: I don’t have to work 
anymore so I can spend my days 

painting.

Role play with your classmates or teacher. Can you think of 5 things you 
do not have to do and five things you mustn’t do? 

Do you have similar or different obligations or a lack of obligation?
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Should and ought to

You should sit with a good posture 
when you work at your desk. 

She ought to be promoted. She works 
very hard. 

■ We use should to mean it is good or right to do something.

■ Should allows us to give or ask for advice.
■ Ought to means the same as should.
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Shouldn’t and ought not to

Barry shouldn’t leave his dirty plates in 
the sink.

You ought not to drink so much coffee. 
It isn’t healthy.

■ Shouldn’t means the opposite of should – it is not a good thing to do.

■ We also use ought not to to give advice on what it is not a good idea.
■ Ought not to is less common and quite old-fashioned. Most people would 

normally use shouldn’t.
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Using should/ought to and shouldn’t/ought not to

Take turns to make sentences using the modals above.
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In some countries it’s illegal to cycle without a helmet. What 
do you think? What are the arguments for and against it?

Should it be 
illegal to ride a 
bicycle without 

a helmet?

No helmet… With a helmet…



21www.lingoda.com

This is Sam. He tells you about the problems he is having at work. Use 
modal verbs from the lesson to give him some advice.

Giving advice using modal verbs

■ I am struggling to 
complete my work 
on time.

■ None of my 
colleagues respect 
me.

■ I am at work from 
7am to 7pm.

■ I don’t think that I 
am paid enough.

■ You don’t have 
to…

■ You mustn’t…

■ You must…

■ You should…

■ Your boss ought 
to…

■ That colleague 
shouldn’t…
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The other students must guess what 
activity you are thinking of.

Game

I think I should be able to do this activity for free because I need to do it everyday 
to get to work, but it costs around 7€ each day. There are often problems with 

the network, including cancellations, which means that I don’t get much value for 
money. What am I thinking of? 

Think of things 

that you should be 

able to do, but 

that you can’t do. 
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Go back to the second slide of the lesson and check
if you have achieved all the goals of the lesson.

yes no

_______________________________

_______________________________

_______________________________

_______________________________

Reflect on the goals
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Think about everything you have seen in this lesson.
What were the most difficult activities or words? The easiest?

+
+

–
– If you have time, go over 

the most difficult slides again

_______________________________

_______________________________

_______________________________

_______________________________

_______________________________

_______________________________

_______________________________

_______________________________

Reflect on this lesson
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Activity p. 11: 
can’t, can’t, mustn’t, mustn’t, can’t, can’t, mustn’t

Answer key
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Homework
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Certain (must, can’t, have 
to)

It could rain in the 
next few weeks.

I must wait until 
next year for more 

snow.

Probable (might, may, 
could)

Didn’t need to do 
/needn’t/needn’t have

Make three lists of things using modal verbs that fit these 
categories. Come up with your own personal examples.

There may be a 
chance of 

thunderstorms

I have to pay my 
health insurance.

I didn’t need to 
brush my teeth ten 

times today.

I needn’t hurry 
home today.

I must go to work 
each day.

My football team 
may win this 

weekend.

The weather might 
change tomorrow.

I can’t drive on the 
left hand side of the 

road in Germany.

I have to have a 
valid passport if I 

want to travel.

I can’t not pay taxes
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Write a paragraph that explains why you think you should be 
able to do something that you cannot currently do. For 

example: You might think people should not have to work 40 
hours a week. Try and use the language structures that we 

have covered to express your point of view.

Homework writing activity

needn’t (no 
obligation)

would be able to
will be able to

might, may, 
could (probable)

mustn’t
can’t (obligation 

not to do 
something)

must (strong 
personal 

obligation)

don’t have to (no 
obligation)

I think that people should only have to 

work part-time. This might mean that 

they earn less money, but they will 

definitely be happier. I can’t afford not 

to work full-time at the moment…
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Who are we?

Why learn English online?

What kinds of English classes do we offer?

Who are our English teachers?

How do our English certificates work?

We also have a language blog!

This material is provided by

About this material
Find out more atwww.lingoda.com


