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Goals 

■ Can list and explain the 
features of an effective 
article. 
 

■ Can write a straightforward 
and well-structured article 
about a topic of my 
interest. 
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An article has to grab the reader‘s 
attention and then hold their interest 

throughout.  
 

A lot like this lesson, actually. 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Preview and warm-up 

■ In this lesson you are going to review some of the topics from the unit and 
learn how to write an article. 

Now, how should I begin? 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Title Must be short and interesting, to grab the 
reader’s attention. 

Introduction 

Say what the article will be about – use a 
question to keep the reader interested. They 
must want to continue reading to find out 
the answer. 

Main Body Develop the topic of the article in 2 or 3 
paragraphs. 

Conclusion Sum up the topic. 

■ Below are the main things you need to think about when planning and 
structuring an article.  

The structure of an article 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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About articles 

An article can: An article should: 

Give advice Be in a neutral style 

Compare and 
contrast 

Be engaging for the 
reader 

Review something 
Give opinions and 
facts – try to remain 
objective 

Tell a story 
Be intended for the 
widest audience 
possible 

■ Below are some pieces of advice to remember when you are writing an 
article.  

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Questions 

■ Below are some questions to keep in mind when you are writing your article.  

■ Who is the reader?  
■ Older or younger?  
■ Interested in travel or history?  

■ Where will the article appear? 
■  Newspaper/magazine/blog? 
 
■ Do you have a word limit? 
■ Can you use images to support 

your idea? 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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sustainable 
lifestyle 

consumer 
ethics 

fair trade 

consumption 
habits impulsive 

mass 
production 

product 
placement 

track 

Vocabulary review 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Vocabulary review 

Consumer ethics is a growing area for 
producers to consider. 

Fair trade products are gaining in 
popularity across the globe. 

More and more people are interested in 
living a sustainable lifestyle. 

Consumption habits have changed a lot 
over the past 50 years. People are now 

more conscious of what they buy.  

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Vocabulary review 

Making impulsive purchases is not good 
for your wallet or the environment. 

Product placement makes sure 
consumers buy what the shop wants 
them to. 

Mass production creates huge numbers 
of the same products. 

Some consumers want to track where 
the products they buy come from. 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Complete the sentences 

2. Making impulsive purchases… 

3. A sustainable lifestyle is/is not important because… 

4. Product placement means… 

1. Mass production is… 

Finish these sentences with your own opinion. 

5. It is good to be able to track where products come from… 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Write an interesting article title for the topics below. 
Keep it short but interesting. The title must draw the reader’s 

attention. 

Writing article titles 

changing consumer ethics 

buying fair trade products 

impulsive buying 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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You have your title, now you need to write the article! 
Write a short text of about 100 words about how consumer habits have 

changed in your country over the past 50 years.  
What do you do differently to your grandparents? 

Writing 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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dystopia 

utopia 

totalitarian 

airbrushing apocalypse 

beauty 
standard peer pressure 

beauty is in 
the eye of the 

beholder 

Vocabulary review 
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Vocabulary review 

A utopia is a perfect world. 

A totalitarian regime has complete 
control over its citizens. 

A dystopia is an imagined society in 
which people are living in fear.  

An apocalypse would destroy the world 
as we know it. 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Vocabulary review 

Airbrushing is rife in magazines and on 
the internet.  

Most teenagers experience some peer 
pressure to look a certain way. 

Beauty standards have changed 
through time and across places.  

Many people believe that beauty is in 
the eye of the beholder. 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Fill in the gaps 

Fill in the gaps with the words below. 

1. Magazines use _______________ on their pictures to 
make the subject look perfect.  

2. A society in which people do not work together is 
a _______________.  

3. If we believe that everyone is beautiful for 
someone, we say that beauty is in the eye of the 
_______________.  

4. A regime which wants to control every part of the 
lives of its citizens is _______________.  

beholder airbrushing totalitarian dystopia 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Make two lists 

Utopia  Dystopia  

Make a list of the things you would find in a utopian and a dystopian 
society.  

What would be utopian and dystopian to you? 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Write a couple of sentences about each of the topics below. 
Can you give any specific examples? 

Think back on the lessons you have taken in this unit to use some of 
your new vocabulary.  

Writing 

airbrushing 

beauty standards where you live 

peer pressure and beauty 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Example article 

Beauty is in the eye of the money holder 
 
More and more money is being spent on the beauty 
and cosmetic surgery industries. Consumers are 
being told to spend money to be good-looking, but 
this goes against what most of us were told as 
children. So is beauty in the eye of the beholder, or 
of the money holder? 
 
Turn on the TV or flip open a magazine and you will 
see adverts for products which will apparently make 
you more beautiful. Many of these products now 
are advertised as making you feel more beautiful, 
and ignore the true fact that they focus only on 
physical beauty and not on mental well-being. The 
purpose of them all is to make people spend money 
on making themselves attractive. 

Read through the example article below with your classmates.  
Does it follow the structure of an article on p. 5?  

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Example article 

On the other hand, natural beauty is being held up as a 
standard by others. Many women (and some men) are 
showing their flaws to make sure other people see that 
we are all beautiful in our own way. Social media is filled 
both with heavily airbrushed photos and shockingly real 
photos which show every wrinkle and dimple of cellulite. 
These second type of pictures reject the idea that you 
need to spend hundreds of pounds on covering up your 
wobbly bits. The subjects of these photos look happy, 
and are praised by others. 
 
So, is it possible to be considered beautiful without 
spending a penny? Advertisers say no. Real people say 
YES! 

Where do you think the article would be published and who is the 
target reader? 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Fill in the gaps 

Fill in the gaps of the sample article with your own ideas. 

_______________ is in the eye of the money holder 
 
More and more money is being spent on _______________ 
industries. Consumers are being told to spend money to be 
_______________but this goes against what most of us were told 
as children. So is _______________ in the eye of the beholder, or 
of the money holder? 
 
Turn on the TV or flip open a magazine and you will see 
adverts for products which will make you more 
_______________. Many of these products now are advertised as 
making you feel more _______________, and ignore the true fact 
that they focus only on _______________ and not on mental well-
being. The purpose of them all is to make people spend 
money on making themselves _______________. 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Fill in the gaps 

On the other hand, _______________ is being held 
up as a standard by others. Many women (and 
some men) are showing their _______________ to 
make sure other people see that we are all 
_______________ in our own way. Social media is 
filled both with _______________ photos and 
shockingly_______________ photos which show 
every _______________. These second type of 
pictures reject the idea that you need to spend 
hundreds of pounds on _______________. The 
subjects of these photos look happy, and are 
praised by others. 
 
So, is it possible to be considered _______________ 
without spending a penny? Advertisers say no. 
Real people say YES! 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Read the article below 

 
Why I hate airbrushing 

 
Airbrushing is ridiculous. Everything about it is fake! Nobody 
actually looks that smooth and perfect. I don’t understand why 
people do it and I think it is especially bad when celebrities 
airbrush themselves on social media. By doing this, they give 
children the expectation that they should also look like this. They 
are meant to be role models! 

 
There’s been loads of research conducted in the subject. 
Teenagers are becoming increasingly self-conscious about their 
looks and social media is to blame. I think they should stop using it 
and focus on having fun and enjoying school – if that’s possible.  
 
Overall, I think it is important that people learn to accept 
themselves without the aid of an airbrushing tool.  

 
Does it following the layout of an article?  Does the article give advice, 

compare and contrast or review something? Is it subjective? 
Why or why not? 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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You are going to write an article. Spend some time planning the article 
before you write it. Remember the order of the content, if you need to, 

you can check this on p. 5. Share your ideas with your teacher. 

Writing an article 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Now write your article.  
It should be about 200 words long. 

Once you have completed your article read it to your teacher.  

Writing 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Sample article 

Here is another sample article for you to read through.  
Does your article read in a similar way? 

Hello Earth. It’s me, the consumer 
 
Do you feel like you should be apologising to the Earth 
with almost everything you buy? Because I do. How 
can we get rid of this sense of guilt, or at least make it 
smaller? 
 
Since the 1950s, people have been buying more 
impulsively and in bigger quantities. Advertising and 
product placements make us buy things that we don’t 
really need. Mass production means that products are 
cheaper than ever before, so we can buy a lot more 
than our parents or grandparents could. 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Sample article 

However, consumer habits are changing. 
People are becoming more conscious about 
the damage we are doing to the Earth with 
our mass consumption, and we want to 
create more sustainable lifestyles.  
 
One way we do this is by buying fair trade 
products, and tracking where things are 
produced. Making sure products don’t travel 
too far to get to us, and that they are made 
or grown ethically is important. We should 
also look at the packaging and check that it is 
from a sustainable source and not polluting 
plastic is another way we can help.  
 
Is this enough? No, probably not. But it’s a 
good start. And it makes it a little bit easier 
to look the Earth straight in the face and 
know that you’re trying to help. 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Go back to the second slide of the lesson and check 
 if you have achieved all the goals of the lesson. 

yes no 

_______________________________ 

_______________________________ 

_______________________________ 

_______________________________ 

Reflect on the goals 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Think about everything you have seen in this lesson. 
What were the most difficult activities or words? The easiest? 

+ 
+ 

– 
– If you have time, go over  

the most difficult slides again 

_______________________________ 

_______________________________ 

_______________________________ 

_______________________________ 

_______________________________ 

_______________________________ 

_______________________________ 

_______________________________ 

Reflect on this lesson 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Activity p. 17 
1. airbrushing, 2. dystopia, 3. beholder, 4. totalitarian   
 
Activity p. 21 
The article was probably written in a fashion magazine for women. 

Answer key 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Homework 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Writing an article 

Why are these things important when writing an article? 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Write another article as your homework. It should be about 200 
words like the one you wrote in the lesson. Make sure you 

follow the conventions of an article. 

Writing 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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                Who are we? 
 
Why learn English online? 

What kinds of English classes do we offer? 

Who are our English teachers? 

How do our English certificates work? 

We also have a language blog! 

This material is provided by 
 
 
 
 

About this material 
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