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Goals 

■ Can express my opinion 
about university education 
and studying abroad. 
 

■ Can discuss my plans for 
the future using ‘going to’ 
and ‘planning to’ 
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Being away from home can be lonely. 
 However, studying abroad can help 

you to gain valuable experiences and 
increase your job prospects.  

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Warm-up 

Does 
travelling 

abroad 
benefit you? 
If so, how? 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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You are taking a trip to a place that is on your bucket list.  
List at least five items you must take with you and state your  

reasons why.  

What is in your luggage? 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Preview 

■ In this lesson, you will practise talking about student life abroad. 

I will be applying for an exchange student programme in 
Latin America to polish up my Spanish skills.  

http://www.lingoda.com/
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What are your opinions on the questions below?  
Share them with your teacher. 

Controversial issue 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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unrivalled  

demanding  

fundamental  

adequate  recognised  

exchange  

Do you remember these words? 

meticulous  

relevant  

certified  

entrance  

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Do you remember these words? 

The teacher was very demanding. She 
gave them homework and projects 
every week! 

Entrance to the world-famous Italian 
restaurant was limited to 20 people. 

All basketball players should learn the 
fundamental skills before trying more 

advanced techniques. 

It took him three months of training to 
become certified in fixing heaters.  

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Do you remember these words? 

Even though the old singer was wearing 
sunglasses, he was easily recognised by 
his fans at the café.  

The salary he was offered at his new job 
was adequate to live frugally.  

Every Christmas, all of the employees 
exchange gifts with each other.  

http://www.lingoda.com/


11 www.lingoda.com 

Do you remember these words? 

A brain surgeon must be very 
meticulous with every movement 
because one small mistake could be 
disastrous. 

The quality and craftsmanship of this 
watch is so good that it is unrivalled.  

Please ask relevant questions related to 
the discussion topic so that we don’t 

waste time.  

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Getting higher education 

What do the words below have in common?  
In what context would you use them?  

What other words or phrases can you think of when you hear the word 
university or college?  

http://www.lingoda.com/
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British English American English 

first year freshman 

second year sophomore 

third year junior 

fourth year senior 

■ University education usually consists of three or four years of studying.  
■ In England students go to university to study for a degree, whereas in 

America, students go to college.  
■ When talking about what year you are in as a university student, American 

English is different from British English.  

Cultural difference 

http://www.lingoda.com/


14 www.lingoda.com 
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Global language 

People often say that English has become a global language.  
Discuss how English benefits the listed fields below with your teacher.  

Science or medicine 

Travelling  

International business  

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Study abroad 

Do you think it is 
possible for you to take 

part in a student 
exchange programme 

(or pursue higher 
education) in Asia where 
English is not spoken as 

a first language? 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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A 

B 

C 

D 

E 

F 

1. UK 

2. Canada 

3. USA 

4. Australia  

Match flags to the country. Would you like to study in any of 
these countries? Give your reasons why or why not. 

5. Ireland  

6. New Zealand 

http://www.lingoda.com/


17 www.lingoda.com 

If you could choose a country or a city to study abroad, where would 
you like to go and why? Write at least one paragraph of your opinion. 

My destination 

http://www.lingoda.com/


18 www.lingoda.com 

We use will when talking about plans decided at the moment of 
speaking. 

The phone is ringing. I will get it because you are doing the 
dishes. 

expressing the future with  
will 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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We use be going to when talking about plans decided before the moment 
of speaking.  

I am going to go to Greece with my boyfriend for the Easter 
holiday.  

expressing the future with  
be going to 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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You can use planning (to + infinitive) and thinking (about + gerund) instead 
of be going to. However, you use these phrases to talk about future plans 

that are not 100% certain or confirmed.  

We are planning to move to a different flat when the contract 
finishes. 

We are thinking about moving to a different flat when the 
contract finishes.  

expressing the future with  
planning (to do) and thinking (about doing) 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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next summer holiday after graduating 
university 

next trip abroad after getting a job 

What are your future plans? 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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You will be on your way to the United 
States of America as an exchange student 
for one year.  

Fortunately, your accommodation and 
tuition are all paid for. You have $12,000 
as your spending money.  

One year abroad 

Plan out how you would spend your money each month.  

http://www.lingoda.com/
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How to be an international student 

■ Passport or personal identification card 

■ English language proficiency test (e.g. TOEFL, IELTS, etc.) 

■ Academic references or letter of recommendation 

■ Certificates and transcript of your education 

■ Grade Point Average of 2.8 or higher (America) or the equivalent of 3 A-levels (UK) 

■ A statement of purpose with your CV 

■ When preparing for a study experience abroad, you need to go through an 
extensive paperwork process. 

■ In order to study abroad, you must start by doing thorough research on which 
country and university you would like to go and explore. 

■ Below are some requirements for the application: 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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A statement of purpose 

Things to include 

Brief introduction 

Why you are the best candidate 

Why the course is the most suitable for you 

Future plans and ambitions 

■ A statement of purpose is one of the essential pieces of paperwork universities 
require along with your transcript of record.  

■ Do not: 
■ Exceed the word limit  
■ Write your life story 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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What do you think is important to include in your statement of purpose? 
What would you not include? 

Brainstorm your ideas 

qualifications 

work 
experience 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Taking into account what you 
have just discussed. Write a 

brief plan of what you would like 
to include in your statement of 

purpose.  
 

Why have you chosen to include 
these things?  

Your statement of purpose 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Studying abroad brings valuable experiences and broadens 
perspectives. Below are some more things to consider in addition to 
official documents when preparing for a study experience abroad. 

Discuss why these topics should be prepared in advance.  

How to be an international student 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Being an international student 

pros cons 

While studying abroad can help you perceive the world in a wider 
perspective, there are struggles of being an international student away 

from home. Discuss and list the pros and cons of studying abroad.  

http://www.lingoda.com/
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A B 

D C 

Matching: Struggles of being an international student 

1. language 
barrier 

2. cultural 
difference 

3. stereotype  

4. different time 
zone 

My name is Jean and I’m 
from France. I went to an 
international high school 
in Japan and my greeting 
habits of hugging and 
kissing on the cheeks 
completely offended 
some of my older 
neighbours. 

My name is Kumar and I’m 
from India. I have my 
bachelor’s degree from a 
university in Canada. When I 
was a student, I wanted to 
video call my family for 
special days such as 
birthdays. However, due to 
the time difference between 
Canada and India, I often had 
to stay up all night to make 
phone calls at the right time.  

My name is Suji and I’m 
from Korea. It was the 
first month of my 
student exchange 
programme in New York 
and I made a total fool of 
myself when I said let’s 
play at a bar instead of 
let’s hang out at a bar. 

My name is Rueben and I’m 
from Ghana. I was taking 
an MBA course in Germany 
and many of my colleagues 
were impressed by how 
advanced my English was. 
There are many different 
local dialects and we speak 
English to each other which 
makes it the most common 
language. 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Now we have discussed a year abroad and making plans, 
answer the questions below.  

What excites you 
most about 

studying abroad? 

What are your 
main concerns 
about studying 

abroad? 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Go back to the second slide of the lesson and check 
 if you have achieved all the goals of the lesson. 

yes no 

_______________________________ 

_______________________________ 

_______________________________ 

_______________________________ 

Reflect on the goals 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Think about everything you have seen in this lesson. 
What were the most difficult activities or words? The easiest? 

+ 
+ 

– 
– If you have time, go over  

the most difficult slides again 

_______________________________ 

_______________________________ 

_______________________________ 

_______________________________ 

_______________________________ 

_______________________________ 

_______________________________ 

_______________________________ 

Reflect on this lesson 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Exercise p. 16 
1a, 2f, 3e, 4c, 5b, 6d 
 
Exercise p. 29 
1c, 2a, 3d, 4b 

Answer key 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Homework 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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1. The job of an emergency room nurse is very 
_______________ so they only work a few days per 
week.  

2. You should take a basic course in biology to cover 
the _______________ concepts before moving to 
microbiology.  

3. Entrance to the prestigious university was subject to 
strict _______________.  

4. The robber forced an _______________ into the store 
by breaking the window.  

5. This beef is _______________ to be organic by the 
farmers’ association.  

6. Since I grew a beard and got contact lenses, my own 
friends barely _______________ me.  

7. The chef _______________ about six hours of 
preparation before dinner is served.  

8. Bringing up a totally separate situation is not 
_______________ to this particular event.  

demanding  

entry 

relevant  

requirements  

requires  

certified  

recognised  

fundamental  

Homework: fill in the blanks 

http://www.lingoda.com/


36 www.lingoda.com 

You are applying for a one-year exchange student program in 
London. All of your other paperwork is ready except for the 

statement of purpose. Write a 1000-word statement of purpose. 
Below are suggestions on what you should include.  

Homework: write your own statement of purpose 

introduction your past in a 
nutshell 

purpose  interest 

qualifications future career 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Homework answer key 

Exercise p. 32 
1. demanding, 2. fundamental, 3. requirements, 4. entry, 5. certified, 6. recognised, 
7. requires, 8. relevant  

http://www.lingoda.com/
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                Who are we? 
 
Why learn English online? 

What kinds of English classes do we offer? 

Who are our English teachers? 

How do our English certificates work? 

We also have a language blog! 

This material is provided by 
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