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Goals 

■ Can identify contemporary 
literary prose written in 
different genres.  
 

■ Can review and summarise 
different types of genres of 
literature and express my 
opinions about the 
content. 
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3 www.lingoda.com 

In the world of animals there are many 
different types of creatures, from blue 

whales to hummingbirds.  
 

Similarly, in the world of stories there 
are many different types of literary 

genres, from poems to myths to long 
novels.  

 
Today we‘ll learn about some of these. 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Types of short literature 

■ What comes to mind when you hear the phrase short literature? What 
different types of short literature can you think of?  

Even if you can read short works of literature quickly, you might think 
about them and puzzle over them for a long time.  

http://www.lingoda.com/
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As the name suggests, a short story is a brief work of fiction in which an 
entire story is relayed in relatively few pages. 

An author can publish a single short story in a magazine or 
collection, or they might publish an entire book containing 

several different short stories. 

short story 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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A poem is a piece of writing that usually has figurative language.  
It may use a specific rhythm or rhyme.   

Poems can be very long, like an epic, or very short, like a 
three-line haiku. 

poem 

http://www.lingoda.com/


7 www.lingoda.com 

A fairy tale is a type of short story that typically has a simple structure and 
fantastical and magical elements.  

You might know fairy tales like Sleeping Beauty, Cinderella, 
The Little Mermaid or Rapunzel 

fairy tale 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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A folk tale is a traditional story shared by a culture or country.  
Typically, they were passed down by word of mouth for years before being 

written down. They may have fantastical or exaggerated elements.   

Folk tales do not usually have a specific author. Instead, they 
are told by many people over many years. They may be about 

cultural origins or related to historical events. 

folk tale 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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classic Cinderella is a classic fairy tale: there’s a prince, a castle, magic helpers that 
save the day, and a happy ending, of course!  

contemporary  I read a lot of contemporary short stories in the literary magazine I get. 
They publish a new story by a young author each month.  

modern We usually think of folk tales as ancient stories, but there are some modern 
folk tales from the 20th century, too.   

She has a truly unique writing style and voice, which makes her prose fun 
and enjoyable to read.  

New words 

prose 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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A B 

D C 

2 3 1 4 

Match the short literature type to the correct description  

10 pages that tell a complete 
story with characters, conflict, 
and sometimes a resolution.  

Has magical elements like fairy 
godmothers, witches, or 
dragons. 

Figurative language and features 
like rhythm, structure, or rhyme.  

A story passed down through a 
community with no specific 
author. 

Fairy tale Short story  Folk tale Poem 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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a classic or modern 
poem 

a folk tale from any 
culture 

a contemporary short 
story a fairy tale 

Think of an example of each of these types of short literature 
and describe it briefly 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Cinderella, originally written down by the Brothers Grimm, is a well-
known fairy tale. Use the phrases and information below to help you 

retell this classic story.  

The Story of Cinderella 

villains: 
stepmother, 
stepsisters 

Prince tries to 
find her  

Cinderella lives 
as a servant to 

her stepmother 

leaves her shoe once upon a 
time… 

fairy 
godmother 

helps her get 
ready 

Cinderella 
wants to go to 

the ball  

and they lived 
happily ever 

after 

meets 
handsome 

Prince at the 
ball 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Fables are short stories that are intended to have a lesson for the reader, 
which is called the moral. They often feature animals as characters.  

From fables, we might learn lessons like slow and steady 
wins the race!  

fables 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Myths are stories that are not true, but typically developed in ancient 
cultures to explain something unknown or impossible to understand. 
Creation myths were developed to try to explain how the world began. 

The Greeks were known for their rich culture of myths that 
explain everything from where fire comes from to the seasons 

of the year.  

myths 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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A legend is a story that is often believed by many people but is untrue. 
There may be legends about individual people or historic events.  

There is a legend that King Arthur pulled a sword from the 
stone to become the first king of England. But there is no 

evidence to prove this. It is just a legend.  

legends 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Like a fable, a parable is a short story that is intended to pass on a lesson 
to the audience. They usually have a moral or spiritual lesson. 

A parable is a way to make people think about their moral 
behaviour and spiritual life.  

parable  

http://www.lingoda.com/
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compose The poet tried to compose one poem each day. He sat in his room, closed 
the door, and wrote quietly for an hour each morning.  

recite Later, he would recite his poems to his friends. He loved to hear how his 
words sounded when he spoke them out loud.  

selected I am thrilled. My poem was selected by the school magazine and will be 
published next month.  

anonymous  The author wished to remain anonymous. Nobody knows who wrote this 
poem.  

New words  

anthology 
An anthology of the best writing of the decade is published every ten years. 

This large book contains excellent short stories and poems by different 
authors.  

collector’s edition The stories were good, but the collector’s edition of the book was even 
better—it was a beautiful, hardcover book with gorgeous illustrations.  

http://www.lingoda.com/


18 www.lingoda.com 

Unscramble 

b. Are untrue 
stories 

You’ve accidentally scrambled up your notes about the different types 
of short literature.  

Match a-f with the phrase that best completes the sentence.  

http://www.lingoda.com/
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The Fox and the Grapes 

Some of the most famous fables come from the Greek storyteller 
Aesop. What do you think the moral of the story is?  

A fox one day saw a beautiful bunch of ripe grapes 
hanging from a vine on a tall tree. The grapes looked 
wonderful! They were ripe and full of sweet juice. The 
fox looked at them longingly.  
 
The bunch of grapes hung quite high, so the fox had to 
jump for it. The first time he jumped, he missed the 
grapes by a lot. He backed up, ran as fast as he could 
and jumped again. The fox missed the grapes once 
again. He tried, over and over, but never could reach 
them.  
 
Finally, he sat down and looked at the grapes in 
disgust. He thought to himself, ‘what a silly thing to 
do! What a fool I am to exhaust myself trying to get a 
bunch of grapes that are surely sour! Those grapes 
aren’t good at all!’ 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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“ 

“ 
Below is Aesop’s moral to the fable of the Fox and the Grapes.  

What does this moral mean?  
How do the fox’s actions relate to this lesson?  

Comment on the moral 

There are many who pretend to despise 
and belittle what is beyond their reach.  

 

http://www.lingoda.com/


21 www.lingoda.com 

The story of Persephone’s abduction by Hades is a well-known Greek 
myth. Read the outline below. What phenomenon is the myth 

explaining? Comment on how you think the myth ends.  

The Myth of Persephone and Hades 

Persephone is 
the daughter of 
Demeter, the 

goddess of 
nature. 

One day, 
Persephone is 
kidnapped by 

Hades, the god of 
the Underworld. Demeter is very 

upset that her 
daughter has been 
taken. Persephone 
convinces Hades to 

let her go… Hades says 
Persephone may 
return to earth, 
but only for four 
months a year. 

When Persephone 
returns, Demeter 

makes flowers 
bloom. But when 

her daughter leaves 
again… 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Using the outline from the previous slide, as well as the ending you 
have come up with, practise telling the myth out loud.  

Tell the story 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Autobiographical stories reference true events, details, and experiences 
from the author’s life.  

The prefix auto means self.  
A story may be fictional but have autobiographical elements.  

The themes in my short story collection are 
autobiographical—the characters, places, and some of the 
events are drawn from my childhood growing up on a sheep 

farm.  

autobiographical  

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Nonsense and satirical stories are both designed to be humorous and 
absurd.  

Nonsense stories are typically intended to entertain and amuse.  
Satire is also funny or amusing, but usually makes fun of human nature, 

society, or a specific person or group of people.  

Satire uses humour to make a point about human nature. For 
example, Gulliver’s Travels is a satirical look at different types 

of societies and governments.  
In some, human behaviour is portrayed satirically by animals.  

satirical  nonsense 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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novella  
I’ve written a 70-page novella. It’s the story of a strange encounter between 

two old friends on a mountain holiday. It’s not quite a novel, but it’s more 
than a short story.  

sonnet 
Writing a sonnet is so hard—there is a specific rhyme scheme and it must 

be 14 lines long. I’d rather write something shorter and more flexible in 
form! 

narrative  The narrative is hard to follow. I don’t understand the plot and I’m not even 
sure what the ending is.  

short story A short story can be told in one page. 

New words 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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After you read a piece of literature, someone may ask you what you think of it. 
Sharing your opinion involves stating your preference and giving reasons for why 

you did or did not like a certain piece of short fiction.  
Do you like the author’s prose, their writing style, or was the narrative thrilling?  

Did it give you a lot to think about?  
How did it make you feel?  

Thinking about these questions and more can help you share your opinion. 

sharing your opinion about short 
literature 

The short story was so moving. I found the characters to 
be realistic and sympathetic. I felt so bad for them!  

The speaker explains how the story made them feel and why. 

This poem was bad. I didn‘t like it.  
This might be your opinion, but it should be supported with 

reasons. What didn‘t you like?  

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Sometimes short stories, poems, or myths leave us feeling confused. We ask 
ourselves what did that mean? Discussing the meaning means thinking about 

questions like:  
Why did the author write this story? Is there a message, and if so, what is it? How are 

characters portrayed?  
You might also think about where and when a piece of fiction was written as well as 

any useful autobiographical details about the author.  

What does it mean? 

The poem shows the author’s fear of modern life—the lines 
about fast movement and noise highlight this feeling.  

I think this short story is a satirical look at overly 
competitive schools. The characters are all over-the-top but 

remind me of people I knew at school.  

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Stating opinions and discussing meanings 

The short story was fantastic. I could 
not stop thinking about the unexpected 
ending. 

I think the moral of this fable has 
something to do with how we should 
treat strangers, but I’m not sure.  

I tend to like her poems, but this one 
seemed different. I did not really 

understand it.  

This poem could be about how hard it is 
to say how you feel. 

http://www.lingoda.com/


29 www.lingoda.com 

Reading and discussing a poem  

Read the poem above, which was written by Emily Brontë.  
Sound out the words that are difficult to pronounce. 

The night is darkening round me, 
The wild winds coldly blow; 
But a tyrant spell has bound me, 
And I cannot, cannot go.  
 
The giant trees are bending  
Their bare boughs weighed with snow;  
The storm is fast descending, 
And yet I cannot go. 
 
Clouds beyond above me, 
Wastes beyond wastes below; 
But nothing drear can move me; 
I will not, cannot go.  

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Poems tend to use figurative language.  
Discuss what the following lines might mean.  

Figuring it out 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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? ? ? ? ? ? 
? ? ? ? ? ? 

? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? 
? 

? ? ? ? ? ? 
? ? ? ? ? ? 

? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? 
? 

Reflect on the following questions 

What is your opinion 
of the poem? 

Discuss the meaning 
of the poem. What is 
the author trying to 

say? 

http://www.lingoda.com/


32 www.lingoda.com 

Go back to the second slide of the lesson and check 
 if you have achieved all the goals of the lesson. 

yes no 

_______________________________ 

_______________________________ 

_______________________________ 

_______________________________ 

Reflect on the goals 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Think about everything you have seen in this lesson. 
What were the most difficult activities or words? The easiest? 

+ 
+ 

– 
– If you have time, go over  

the most difficult slides again 

_______________________________ 

_______________________________ 

_______________________________ 

_______________________________ 

_______________________________ 

_______________________________ 

_______________________________ 

_______________________________ 

Reflect on this lesson 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Exercise p. 10 
1c, 2d, 3a, 4b 
  
Exercise p. 18 
1a, 2d, 3b, 4c, 5e, 6f 

Answer key 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Homework 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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1. Many people believe that story, 
but there is no proof that it is 
true. It’s just a… 

2. A complete story that is shorter 
than a novel but longer than a 
short story is… 

3. I like hearing a poem out loud, 
so I try enjoy when people… 

4. The parable about the loaves 
and the fishes has a… 

5. In a classic fairy tale, the prince 
rescues the princess. A princess 
might rescue a prince in a… 

a. nonsense stories and poems 

e. a novella 

d. modern fairy tale 

c. legend 

b. recite poetry 

6. My kids laugh so hard when we 
read them those… 

7. A sonnet is a specific type of… g. spiritual and moral lesson for 
its audience 

f. poem 

Find the match that logically completes the sentence 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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The world is full of stories that aren’t true, but are often fun to 
think about! Write about a legend, folk tale, or myth that you know 

about. Describe the story and explain why you think it became 
well-known. Below are some examples of myths and legends you 

may know. 

Legends, folk tales, and myths 

There are 
alligators in the 

sewers of 
London 

The legend of 
sleepy hollow  

The legend of 
Finn McCool  

The Earl of 
Sandwich 

invented the 
sandwich  

Santa Claus 
watches 

everything you 
do 

The legend of 
Romulus and 

Remus founding 
the city of Rome 

Growing up, I always heard the legend 

of Finn McCool. As the story goes… 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Homework answer key 

Exercise p. 36 
1c, 2e, 3b, 4g, 5d, 6a, 7f 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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                Who are we? 
 
Why learn English online? 

What kinds of English classes do we offer? 

Who are our English teachers? 

How do our English certificates work? 

We also have a language blog! 

This material is provided by 
 
 
 
 

About this material 

                

                

                

                

                

http://www.lingoda.com/
http://www.lingoda.com/about-us
https://www.lingoda.com/online-language-course
http://www.lingoda.com/english/how-it-works
http://www.lingoda.com/english/teacher
https://www.lingoda.com/english/certificate
http://www.lingoda.com/blog
http://www.lingoda.com/

	Slide Number 1
	Goals
	Slide Number 3
	Types of short literature
	Slide Number 5
	Slide Number 6
	Slide Number 7
	Slide Number 8
	New words
	Match the short literature type to the correct description 
	Think of an example of each of these types of short literature and describe it briefly
	The Story of Cinderella
	Slide Number 13
	Slide Number 14
	Slide Number 15
	Slide Number 16
	New words 
	Unscramble
	The Fox and the Grapes
	Comment on the moral
	The Myth of Persephone and Hades
	Tell the story
	Slide Number 23
	Slide Number 24
	New words
	Slide Number 26
	Slide Number 27
	Stating opinions and discussing meanings
	Reading and discussing a poem 
	Figuring it out
	Reflect on the following questions
	Slide Number 32
	Slide Number 33
	Answer key
	Slide Number 35
	Find the match that logically completes the sentence
	Legends, folk tales, and myths
	Homework answer key
	Slide Number 39

