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Can identify and explain
the differences between
the past simple and the
past perfect.

Can discuss my hopes and
dreams using the past
perfect where appropriate.
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Ordering events is important!

What happened before the exciting

moment that you took a big risk, or

met your best friend, or had a crazy
experience?

| had just sat down on the train
when...

The past perfect helps us talk about
the earlier past. It helps us provide
more details and information when we
are talking or telling a story.
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Preview and warm-up

B When we are discussing the past, we often need to talk about something that
happened earlier in the past. To do so, we use the past perfect tense.

| had written several short stories before my novel was published.
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Reviewing the past simple

The past simple is formed by adding -ed to a regular verb or using the simple
past form of an irregular verb.

The past simple is used to talk about actions in the past that are now over.

It can be used to talk about something that happened just once, many times, or
regularly in the past.

Past simple Sentence

Once in the past | visited Hawaii in summer 1998.

| rode my bike to school every day when |

Regularly in the past was a child.

| was on the debate team when | was a

True for some time in the past student at university.
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Building the past perfect

B The past perfect is built with had and the past participle of the main verb.

Had Past participle
I had slept poorly.
You had spoken to my
mother.
He had brought flowers.
We had asked for help.
They had taken the train.
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The earlier past

Past perfect is used to discuss the earlier past. It signals that one event
happened before another

Sometimes you can use a time cue (such as yesterday, earlier, last year) or an
exact time, but you do not need to.

past perfect helps
us clarify the order

in which events
occur

sees new
neighbours
moving in

goes over to say
hello

more recent past
(Monday)

earlier past
(weekend)
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Past simple and past perfect together

The past simple and the past perfect work together well.

Why? Because the past perfect tells us about the order of events.
The past perfect describes the event that happened first.

g~ Erin had seen her new neighbours
5y movingin at the weekend.

So on Monday she went over to say
hello.
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Past perfect in use

B Here you have some more examples:

Her train arrived at 10:45, but mine had
arrived an hour earlier.

|y

They had taken dance lessons last year
and were the best dancers at the
wedding.

www.lingoda.com


http://www.lingoda.com/

Using past perfect

Remember, the past perfect is used to talk about the earlier past in relation to

another event.
We use it to order narratives and indicate what happened first.

We do not use it just to talk about things that happened long ago!

Some dinosaurs ate leaves and grass.
It is just a fact about something in the past that is over.
The dinosaurs had eaten lots of grass, and felt very full!

Here, the order of events is important. They were full because of
something that happened earlier.
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Transform the sentences into past perfect

1.

| went on holiday.

| cooked dinner for them.

Christina invited her friends
over.

Laurence gave a speech.

Florence played the violin
badly.

www.lingoda.com
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Use the past perfect to combine the two sentences

In January it snowed every day.
In April the weather was great.

On Monday | went to the
dentist. My jaw hurt later that
day.

My train arrived at 9:00. Her
train arrived at 10:30.

Last week he ordered new
shoes. He wore the new shoes
today.

We planted seeds in the
winter. The flowers bloomed in
the spring.

www.lingoda.com

In January it had snowed every
day, but in April the weather was
great.



http://www.lingoda.com/

Fill in the gaps with the verb in the past perfect

I (read) children’s books when |
was young, but | never thought | could have a
career with them! Today, | am a children’s
librarian. | (study) English at
university and had no idea what to do when |
graduated. | began volunteering in the local
library. | (work) for two months
when a paid position opened up. | was a general
librarian for ten years, but (always
think) we needed more children’s books. Two
years ago, our library (get) a large
donation and | said we should open a special
children’s wing. My idea was approved! | have
been the children’s librarian ever since!

Read the text aloud.
How does it sound?
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What happened before?

Review the previous slide.

Use the past perfect to describe what happened before each of the
situations below.

She be
8an a :

volunteering at 5 old Position

the [,'brary Peneq up
Sg)eesuggested Stl;')igever

Chlld"}/ O,pen d Children' ght
€Nn’s Wlng COUId be 5 OOkS
C

areer
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| walked in and...

Jennifer and David'’s puppy got out of his kennel while they were at
work. He's been very busy... destroying their house! Use the past
perfect to describe what Jennifer and David saw when they walked in.

www.lingoda.com


http://www.lingoda.com/

Describing actions up to a point in the past with the past
perfect

B Using the past perfect helps you answer questions like:
B How long did you study before you got your degree?

B You often use the words for + a specific time to make this clear.

I had studied French for six years before |
went to Paris.

When | met my husband at the local park, |
had only lived in the area for a few weeks.

When | finished my book | had worked on it
for over ten years.

By Christmas, | had baked hundreds of
biscuits.

By the time we moved, our family had lived
in the house for 30 years.
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Describing actions up to a point in the past with the past
perfect

We can use the past perfect to talk about how long something had continued
up to a certain moment in the past.

The past perfect can tell us how long something happened before reaching
another point in time.

You typically use non-continuous or stative verbs to express length of time

By the first day of it had snowed nearly
every day for a

spring month.

she had saved
money for over five
years.

When she finally
bought a car

he had taken every
class in the maths
department.

By the time he
graduated
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Using the past perfect with thinking and saying

B The past perfect is often used in combination with verbs related to thinking
and saying.

B Asaresult, you may see and use the past perfect in stories and narratives.

I said | had never ridden a horse
before.

She thought that she had missed
her chance

He wondered where he had put
his lucky socks.
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Past perfect in use

You may recognise this format from your lesson on reported speech, in which
you relay something that someone said.

As you see from the examples, sometimes you relay someone else’s thoughts
or speech, other times you relay your own.

B She asked why | had left so early.

B | thought | had filled the car already.
[ Kevin wondered where he had put his
(" lucky socks.

g

Maria said she had made enough
cupcakes for everyone.
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Match the moment in time to the past perfect sentence

Match the specific moment in the past (1-4) with the past perfect
sentence (a-d) that tells you how long it went on.

1. When we moved to Russia,

2. By the time he left on Monday,

3. On January 2,

4. When he reached the
mountaintop,

www.lingoda.com
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Talking about the early past

You are talking to your grandmother about how life used to be. She told
you all about her childhood. Unscramble these notes and build
sentences using the past perfect. You will have one note left over.

I'had workeq on | my first job in 2
My family's farm shop
for years.
| had taught

oy seven a.m., | had usually myself to rea
MOSt mornjngs been awake for at home fora

When | metyoyr | When I starteq
8randpa School
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What about your childhood?

Now think about your own past.

Use past perfect to discuss actions that continued up to these specific
moments in time.

When | £y When | fin;
trave(jey abrsotad SC;) 'ZgIIShed
Yy the tlme b .

l Y 8:00
My fir StJObgOt Most fiér)rzéon
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Complete the story

To complete the story, fill in the gaps with the correct form of the verb
in brackets.

Christine opened her door and found an
unusual letter. Her name was onit, in old
fashioned handwriting. She wondered who
(send) it and why. She picked it
up. She thought maybe she
(meet) a secret admirer somewhere. Perhaps
this was a fancy invitation to a ball or a gala. She
was feeling quite curious as she opened the
letter. When she read it, she had quite a shock.
The note said I know what you did! Christine

thought she (not do) anything
really bad. What did this mean? She wondered
why someone (write) this.

www.lingoda.com


http://www.lingoda.com/

Narrating thoughts

Using the past perfect and words related to thinking or saying, narrate
the thoughts each of these characters have.

Why did Martha

W& A
fj ,‘ - ‘» break up with
‘ . ) ? 4 her boyfriend?
‘\‘1 |7 ./ L P

Christine Ella

Who sent this
letter?

We have met

| was right! T

Grace Sarah
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Using the past perfect to describe unrealised hopes and
wishes

B The past perfect is used to express unrealised hopes and wishes about the
past.

B You may use the third conditional, which is used to describe impossible
things. In this case, we use it to talk about things that did not happen or things

we wish had happened in the past.

If clause

If I'd had more time

would + perfect
infinitive

| would have gone to
the museum.

If | had gone to bed
earlier

| would have been
more energetic today.

If you'd asked for

we would have got

directions there sooner
If he had packed his | we would have gone
hiking boots hiking
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I wish and if only

B You can also discuss unrealised hopes or wishes with phrases like I wish or if
only.

B | wish | had danced more at the party

B The party is over, as is the chance to dance. But the speaker wishes it was
not!

B This allows you to simply express unrealised wishes without linking them to an
if clause.

I wish | had danced more at the
party!

If only | had danced more at the
party!

(]
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Other ways to express wishes about the past

B You can use the past perfect to also discuss wishes, hopes, or plans from the
past that did not happen.

B | had planned to write but | did not have any stamps.

B This links a wish, hope, or plan in the earlier past (writing a nice letter) with
another event in the past that prevented it (no stamps).

Unrealised wish (past perfect) Explanation (past simple)

| had intended to go to the birthday
party but | had to work late.

I had hoped my houseplants would
survive during my long holiday

but they did not.

She had planned to get a haircut but no appointments were available.
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Different structures to express unrealised hopes and wishes

B Notice that you can express the same unrealised wish with different structures:

If I'd had more time, | would have gone to
the party.

| wish | had gone to the party!

If only I'd had enough time to go to the
party!

| had intended to go to the party, but |
did not have enough time.

www.lingoda.com


http://www.lingoda.com/

Find the best answer

1.

If | harder in my science class, | would have learned more.

c. would have

worked b. would work worked d. had worked
| wish | in touch with him better, because he was a wonderful
friend.
kept b. keep c. had kept d. to keep
spent more time studying, and less time texting!
If | had b. Ifonlyl had c. If d. lintended
| had planned to arrive early and have a drink, but there so much
traffic on the way.
was b. had been Cc. were d. is
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Better luck next time!

Moira’s just organised a big party for her sister's engagement. The party
is over and the exhausted hostess is thinking about what she should
have done differently. Use the past perfect to discuss her wishes about
the party.

decorate With gnacks
lowers

. have more.
hire g bang invite fewer places 1O sit

peop\e

dance

Sénd people
home earlier
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When we opened the door, we were shocked...

Imagine you have gone on a trip and left your teenage twins at home
for the weekend. You come back home early on Sunday and find that
the boys have had a huge party! Use the past perfect to discuss the
below.

When we got home we saw that the boys had thrown a
party. What had happened? How did the house look?

Discuss how long you had been away from home.

| wish we had...

Discuss what could have prevented this party from

happening.
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After the twins’ party

You decide to ask friends if they have had similar experiences to you. All
of them say that they've had unexpected surprises after a weekend
away! Use the past perfect to discuss what each of these parents saw
when they got home. An example has been provided for you.

€ M
when | 800 MYy sons
Ly ‘-32%33 Painted thej,
myt\é\d 3 firen bedrOOmS
St e kirchen! lack.
triplets
MY red the e Jaughter
whole scho®! ; Shed oy
over. €W car.

Phyllis Sandra
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Reflect on the goals

Go back to the second slide of the lesson and check
if you have achieved all the goals of the lesson.
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Reflect on this lesson

Think about everything you have seen in this lesson.
What were the most difficult activities or words? The easiest?
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O

Fill in the gaps with the correct form of the verb in brackets

1. By the time we got to Glasgow, we
(ride) for 10 hours in the

crowded bus.

2. We were so tired because we
(leave) for the bus at

6:00 a.m.
3. We were glad to be at our destination,
although we (see)

beautiful sights on the drive.

4. Itwas 8:00 p.m., and we
(not eat) since 12:00. So we
(go) to find a meal.

5. My friend Fiona (tell) me
to phone her after our arrival, so |
called her.

www.lingoda.com



http://www.lingoda.com/

Emailing about plans that did not work out

o

You had hoped to visit your friend Louise when you were in
London on a business trip, but you did not. Write her an email
to explain why you could not visit. Use past perfect to express

your unrealised wishes about the past

To: louise@mail.co.uk

Subject: Visit!

Hi Louise,

| wish...
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Homework answer key
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About this material

This material is provided by /

lingoda

lingoda \Who are we?

(& Why learn English online?

8%% What kinds of English classes do we offer?
@ Who are our English teachers?

How do our English certificates work?

We also have a language blog!
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