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Goals 

■ Can read and understand 
an excerpt of 'The Magic 
Shop'. 
 

■ Can express my opinion on 
the story clearly and 
provide reasons with 
examples to support my 
viewpoint. 
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Has a strange shop ever caught your 
attention?  

 
In The Magic Shop two people pause 
in front of a very curious shop window 

and are surprised by what they see 
there.  
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trick 

inaccessible  

fancied 

warning  incubators  

hauled modest-sized 
frontage 

narrow  

Vocabulary review slide  
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Sentences slide  

Watch out! That’s a trick pen, it will 
squirt ink on you! I’m warning you. 
You’ll get inked! 

The shop was small, just a modest-sized 
frontage on an inaccessible street, that 
you could only get to on foot.  

After the trip, I hauled my suitcase up 
the narrow stairs to my room. I could 

barely squeeze through.   

Do you fancy a walk before dinner? The 
weather is lovely and I could use the 

fresh air. 
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indisputably  

immodest 

spheres 

vanishing  methodical  

propose 

Vocabulary review slide 

conducted  

unconsciously  

shamelessly  

showman 
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Sentences slide  

Everyone agrees on it. She is indisputably 
the best player on the team.  

Without thinking, I unconsciously began to 
drive home instead of to work.   

This is a vanishing cabinet. Anything you 
put in it will disappear. Don’t believe me? I 

propose that you put your shoes in it.   

His behaviour is generally immodest; 
yesterday he shamelessly talked and 

laughed throughout the serious opera.   

http://www.lingoda.com/


8 www.lingoda.com 

The Magic Shop 

I had seen the Magic Shop from afar several 
times; I had passed it once or twice, a shop 
window of alluring little objects, magic balls, 
magic hens, wonderful cones, ventriloquist dolls, 
the material of the basket trick, packs of cards 
that looked all right, and all that sort of thing, but 
never had I thought of going in until one day, 
almost without warning, Gip hauled me by my 
finger right up to the window, and so conducted 
himself that there was nothing for it but to take 
him in.  

http://www.lingoda.com/
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The Magic Shop 

I had not thought the place was there, to tell the 
truth--a modest-sized frontage in Regent Street, 
between the picture shop and the place where 
the chicks run about just out of patent 
incubators--but there it was sure enough. I had 
fancied it was down nearer the Circus, or round 
the corner in Oxford Street, or even in Holborn; 
always over the way and a little inaccessible it 
had been, with something of the mirage in its 
position;  

an ordinary shopping 
street 
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The Magic Shop 

but here it was now quite indisputably, and the fat end of Gip's 
pointing finger made a noise upon the glass. "If I was rich," said Gip, 
dabbing a finger at the Disappearing Egg, "I'd buy myself that. And 
that"--which was The Crying Baby, Very Human--"and that," which was 
a mystery, and called, so a neat card asserted, "Buy One and Astonish 
Your Friends.” 
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Discuss the following features of this short story excerpt.  

Describing short literature  

http://www.lingoda.com/


12 www.lingoda.com 

Figuring out complex language 

The Magic Shop was written in 1903 and uses complex language that you 
might be unfamiliar with. Simplify the following sentences from the 

text so that they are clear and brief. 

Once your sentences are simplified, summarise the action of the first 
paragraph.  

1. Never had I thought of going in until one day, 
almost without warning, Gip hauled me by my 
finger right up to the window.  

2. [Gip] so conducted himself that there was 
nothing for it but to take him in.  

3. I had not thought the place was there, to tell the 
truth—a modest-sized frontage in Regent Street.  

4. [There was] something of the mirage in its 
position; but here it was now quite indisputably.  

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Wells lists an exciting variety of magical items for sale at the magic 
shop. Discuss what the following items are and how you would use 

them.  

What can you buy at the magic shop?  

http://www.lingoda.com/
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The Magic Shop  

"Anything," said Gip, "will disappear under one of 
those cones. I have read about it in a book. 
"And there, dadda, is the Vanishing Halfpenny--
only they've put it this way up so's we can't see 
how it's done.” 
Gip, dear boy, inherits his mother's breeding, and 
he did not propose to enter the shop or worry in 
any way; only, you know, quite unconsciously, he 
lugged my finger doorward, and he made his 
interest clear. 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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The Magic Shop 

"That," he said, and pointed to the Magic Bottle. 
"If you had that?" I said; at which promising 
inquiry he looked up with a sudden radiance. 
"I could show it to Jessie," he said, thoughtful as 
ever of others. 
"It's less than a hundred days to your birthday, 
Gibbles,” I said, and laid my hand on the door-
handle. 

A shop window full of 
wonders 
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The Magic Shop 

Gip made no answer, but his grip tightened on my finger, and so we 
came into the shop. 
It was no common shop this; it was a magic shop, it was a little, narrow 
shop, not very well lit, and the door-bell pinged again with a plaintive 
note as we closed it behind us. For a moment or so we were alone and 
could glance about us.  
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? ? ? ? ? ? 
? ? ? ? ? ? 

? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? 
? 

? ? ? ? ? ? 
? ? ? ? ? ? 

? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? 
? 

Who are the characters? 

Describe the 
narrator. What is 

his relationship to 
Gip? 

Based on the text, 
describe the 

character and 
qualities of Gip.  
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1. Gip says he can 
see how the 

Vanishing 
Halfpenny works. 

2. Gip clearly asks 
the narrator to go 
into the shop with 

him.  

4. Gip’s birthday is 
next week.  

5. Gip has read 
about one of the 

products in a 
book.  

Decide if the statements below are true or false.  
If false, correct the statement.  

3. Gip is most 
interested in a 

product called the 
Magic Bottle.  

6. The narrator 
and Gip decide not 

to go into the 
shop.  
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1. “Gip, dear boy, inherits his mother’s breeding, and he did not propose to enter the 
shop or worry in any way; only, you know, quite unconsciously, he lugged my finger 
doorward and made his interest clear.”  
What best describes what Gip does in this excerpt?  

Multiple choice 

a. Begs the narrator to take him to the shop. 

b. Aggressively pulls him away from the store window. 

c. Pulls the narrator towards the door without saying anything. 

2. “That,” he said, and pointed to the Magic Bottle. “If you had that?” I said; at which 
promising inquiry he looked up with sudden radiance.  
Which of the following best describes Gip’s reaction?  

a. Clear happiness and excitement. 

b. Cautious curiosity. 

c. A quick change to anger. 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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3. “I could show it to Jessie,” he said, as thoughtful as ever of others. “It’s less than a 
hundred days to your birthday, Gibbles,” I said and laid my hand on the door-handle. 
What does the narrator suggest about Gip’s characteristics?  

Multiple choice 

a. He loves tricks and games. 

b. He has a sibling. 

c. He is kind to others. 

4. “It was a little, narrow shop, not very well lit, and the door-bell pinged again with a 
plaintive note as we closed it behind us.”  
Which of the following does not describe the magic shop?  

a. Small and cramped. 

b. Modern and bright. 

c. Dark and a little mysterious . 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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What would you buy if you went 
into a magic shop?  

Why?  

Entering the Magic Shop 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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The Magic Shop 

For a moment or so we were alone and could glance about us. There 
was a tiger in papier-mâché on the glass case that covered the low 
counter--a grave, kind-eyed tiger that waggled his head in a 
methodical manner;  
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The Magic Shop 

there were several crystal spheres, a china hand 
holding magic cards, a stock of magic fish-bowls in 
various sizes, and an immodest magic hat that 
shamelessly displayed its springs.  

An immodest magic 
hat 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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The Magic Shop 

On the floor were magic mirrors; one to draw you out long and thin, 
one to swell your head and vanish your legs, and one to make you 
short and fat like a draught; and while we were laughing at these the 
shopman, as I suppose, came in.  

http://www.lingoda.com/
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tiger 

narrow  

fancy 

mirrors 

What was at the Magic Shop? Complete the dialogue 
between Gip and his mum 

shopman 

vanishing 

spheres  

tricks 

Gip, what kind of _______________ did you see at the 

Magic Shop?  

Oh my! What else did you find there? Any lovely 

crystal ________________?  

Were you alone in there, or was there a 

_______________? Was the store quite crowded?  

Well, I hope you didn’t get any _________________ 

tricks. I don’t want any of my things to disappear!  

Oh, there were all sorts of wonderful things like a 

_______________ with a moving head, and a silly magic 

hat.  

Well there were ________________ that made us look 

different—one made us short and fat, another 

made us tall and thin! 

Oh, we were all alone for a bit. There weren’t other 
customers. The store was quite small and 
________________. I _______________ it was as small as 
my bedroom.  
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“ 

“ 
Personification is a literary technique in which an object or animal is 

given human-like description and qualities.  
Discuss why H.G. Wells personified the magic hat as “immodest”?  

Discuss the quote 

There were…a stock of magic fish-bowls 
in various sizes, and an immodest magic 

hat that shamelessly displayed its springs.  

http://www.lingoda.com/
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How does H.G. Wells describe the magic shop? Does it appear to be real 
magic or not? Use examples from the text to back up your opinion.  

Real magic?  

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Map out the structure of the story so far and speculate on how you 
think it will end. An example has been provided for you. 

Building the story’s structure  

Scene 
1/beginning  Scene 2 

Scene 3 
The narrator and 

Gip enter the 
magic shop 

Scene 4 Scene 5/Ending  

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Retell the story so far, and 
include your own idea about 
how the story continues and 

ends. 

Share your story 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Go back to the second slide of the lesson and check 
 if you have achieved all the goals of the lesson. 

yes no 

_______________________________ 

_______________________________ 

_______________________________ 

_______________________________ 

Reflect on the goals 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Think about everything you have seen in this lesson. 
What were the most difficult activities or words? The easiest? 

+ 
+ 

– 
– If you have time, go over  

the most difficult slides again 

_______________________________ 

_______________________________ 

_______________________________ 

_______________________________ 

_______________________________ 

_______________________________ 

_______________________________ 

_______________________________ 

Reflect on this lesson 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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 Exercise p. 18 
1. False – Gip says they’ve put it up high so that customers cannot see how it works.  
2. False – he “did not propose” to enter the shop, but unconsciously pulls the 
narrator towards the door.  
3. True 
4. False – the narrator tells Gip that his birthday is in “less than 100 days.” 
5. True 
6. False – they enter the shop together  
  
Exercise p. 19-20 
1c, 2a, 3c, 4b 
 
Exercise p. 25 
tricks, tiger, spheres, mirrors, shopman, narrow, fancy, vanishing 

Answer key 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Homework 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________ 

Replace the underlined words with a vocabulary word that 
fits best 

2. The store was quite hard to reach 

3. I walked in without realising what I 
was doing 

Propose  

4. He worked steadily and with great 
focus 

6. She acts boldly and does not care 
what people think. 

7. I carried all the groceries up the 
stairs 

8. Get a cookie now! The desserts are 
disappearing fast.  

5. It is certainly the nicest hotel in 
town. 

1. He suggested we go to the store. 
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Imagine that H.G. Wells changes the narrator, and that the 
story is told from the perspective of the shopman. Write about 

100 words from his perspective that describe the first few 
scenes of this story.   

From the shopman’s perspective  

It was an ordinary day at my magic shop. I was in the back room, 

counting my wands…. 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Homework answer key 

Exercise p. 34  
2. inaccessible 
3. unconsciously  
4. methodically 
5. indisputably  
6. shamelessly  
7. hauled 
8. vanishing  
 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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                Who are we? 
 
Why learn English online? 

What kinds of English classes do we offer? 

Who are our English teachers? 

How do our English certificates work? 

We also have a language blog! 

This material is provided by 
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