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Goals 

■ Can write a well-structured 
short story. 
 

■ Can identify and explain 
the characteristics of short 
stories and fairytales. 
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You‘ve been learning about different 
types of stories. Maybe it‘s time to 

write your own! Once you know some 
basic skills, all you need is a good idea 

and some time to write.  

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Preview and warm-up 

■ There are many different types of short literature, with their own features and 
characteristics. The short story is a compact version of a narrative story.  

Mention any short stories you have read in English or in your own native 
language 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Every story needs a plot. A plot refers to the series of events in a story. 
The plot is the action or conflict in the story. When someone asks you, 

what is that book about? you typically explain the plot to them.   

The book’s plot is about travellers leaving their homes and 
emigrating to America.  

plot 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Who is your short story about? The protagonist is your main character. 
They may be a traditional hero or they may be flawed and complex.  

The protagonist is involved in the action or conflict of the story. 

The protagonist is a seemingly ordinary teenage boy, who 
faces extraordinary challenges with strength.  

protagonist 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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The narrator tells the story. You may have a first-person narrator, which 
is when a character tells the story from their own perspective.  

You may use third person narration, which is when you write about the 
protagonist using he, she, or it.  

The narrator explains or interprets what is happening. There 
are many different types of narrators, from ones who know 

everything to ones who can’t be trusted.  

narrator 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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A story that has a clear beginning, middle, and end with a resolution may 
be described as straightforward. Similarly, a plot that describes events in 

chronological order may also be called straightforward.  

It’s a straightforward story with a fast-moving plot, but 
there’s a twist at the end!  

straightforward 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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You may choose to write a story with a complex plot, meaning that it is 
challenging or unique in some way. You may also choose to write a 

detailed story, in which you thoroughly describe elements in the story.   

The story is complex and maze-like, but the descriptions are 
so detailed. I felt like I could see the palace he described in the 

text.  

detailed complex 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Techniques are common narrative features that help improve your story 
and make it unique. Techniques include narrative perspective, which 
means choosing the narrator of your story. Changing the narrator can 

really change your story.  

Using short story techniques allows readers to connect even 
more strongly to what is happening in your story.  

They deepen the meaning and improve the writing.  

technique 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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As you think about writing a short story, consider the narrator.  
Who is your narrator? What‘s their role in the story?  

Consider your plot as well. 
 Will your story be straightforward with a clear narrative order?  

Or will you use some more complicated plot techniques?  

applying these concepts 

Planning and brainstorming before you write can help you 
work out ideas about narration and plot.  

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Vocabulary check 

1. The __________________ of the story is a 
grandmother who is trying to save her family’s 
farmhouse.  

2. I walked off the ship on a cold February morning and 
took my first steps onto British soil. This is an 
example of a first person ________________.  

3. A story with lots of twists and turns in the plot  
could be described as ___________________.  

4. Lots of information and description is a feature of 
___________________ writing.  

5. Using literary ________________ helps improve your 
story and makes it stand out.  

Fill in the gap with the term that fits best  

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Examples make ideas like these short story features more memorable. 
Come up with an example for each of the phrases listed below and 

describe it. 

Find an example  

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Throughout this lesson, you will 
work on writing a short story of 

your own. At this point, 
brainstorm possible plots for a 

short story.  
Share at least one idea and 

choose the one you like best. 

Finding the plot  

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Now think about who the 
protagonist is. Remember, the 

protagonist is your main 
character. Their actions and 

choices drive the plot of your 
story. 

Pick your protagonist  

http://www.lingoda.com/
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How does your story move from point A to point B? Is the reader carried 
along at a good pace? When you’re reading, does one part seem too long 
and other parts too short? All of these questions have to do with the flow 

of a short story.  

Your story should flow like a river —moving steadily through 
the action. It’s up to you to decide if it is a slow moving stream 

or a wild, rushing river kind of story, though!  

flow  

http://www.lingoda.com/
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What’s the point of your story? Having a framework and a structure helps 
answer this essential question. Although brief, a short story tells a complete 

story from start to finish. The framework is the basic structure, it 
provides a general overview of the action. A story’s structure is how it is 

organised and built. 

Like a house needs a firm structure to stay standing, a short 
story needs a clear framework and structure to make sense 

and be enjoyable 

structure framework 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Conflict refers to the action, events, tension, or challenge in a story. The 
end of a story may explain how a conflict is resolved.  

For example, how a problem was solved. In short stories, some conflicts are 
resolved, some are not.  

What challenge is your protagonist facing? What experiences 
will they deal with? These are ways of thinking about conflict.  

resolved  conflict  

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Why does a character act in a certain way? Exploring a character’s 
motivations is one of the most interesting parts of reading and writing 

short stories.  

The protagonist hid his motivations well. He appears to be a 
kind-hearted politician, but it turns out he only wants power.  

motivation  

http://www.lingoda.com/
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intertwined Our lives were intertwined: where Jonas went, I went too. When he was 
sad, so was I.  

There once was 
a… 

I’ll start out my story like this: there once was a woman who dreamed of 
flying.  

In a distant 
land 

Hmmm…should my story take place in my hometown, or perhaps in a 
distant land that I have never seen?   

Long, long ago 
Long, long ago in a faraway land, a family set out to meet the great wizard 

of dreams. This was years before now, it was so far back, not even our 
great-great grandparents can recall.  

New words 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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A B 

D C 

Match the vocabulary word to the description or example 
that fits best 

1. intertwined  

The story is about Greek immigrants; 
it begins in 1800 in Athens, it deals 
with the decision to emigrate. The 
family discusses it at home; first, they 
fight about it. The fight is the major 
conflict. The story ends with half of 
them sailing away.  

Charles pursues the wealthy and 
well-connected Corinne. She thinks 
it’s true love, but in truth, Charles is 
penniless. He likes Corinne okay, but 
he loves her money.  

The way a narrative moves; ideally, it 
should be smooth and logical. You 
want the reader to read and enjoy, 
not pause in confusion.  

Eliza and Emma are sisters and 
friends; they do everything together. 
Eliza is outgoing and fierce, which 
creates problems for Emma. As 
sisters, their reputations and lives are 
linked.  

2. motivation 3. structure  4. flow 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Building a story’s structure   

Organise these notes into a logical structure for a short story.  
Describe the structure and identify the protagonist.  

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Sometimes you have a good idea or a vivid description but it needs 
more structure. Discuss how you might turn these unstructured ideas 

into a framework for a story.  

From idea to framework 

http://www.lingoda.com/


24 www.lingoda.com 

2 
3 

1 

Working on your idea 

Look at your notes about your plot and protagonist.  
Tackle the following three steps and share your ideas.  

Consider the flow. How will you pace your story? What is 

the most important action? What background or context 

will you provide?  

Identify the conflict in your story. Decide whether or not it 

will be resolved.  

Think about your story’s framework. Outline the plot so that 

your story has a clear and understandable structure. 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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So far, you have a plot, a protagonist, and a structure. Now it‘s time to start thinking 
about who your protagonist is.  

 
What type of person are they?  

What are their motivations?  
What are their qualities?  

Why are we interested in them?  

developing your protagonist  

A protagonist is important to the plot of the story. Making 
them interesting and detailed makes your story more 

exciting.  

http://www.lingoda.com/
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It was the best of times, it was the worst of times… 
Long, long ago in a distant land… 

Once upon a time… 
It was a dark and stormy night… 

 
The first line of your story sets the tone.  

Ideally, it should grab your readers’ attention.   

picking your first line 

What famous first lines do you know?  

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Using techniques makes your story stand out. You can use techniques that enhance 
your writing style. Using imagery, for example, makes your descriptions vivid for 

readers.  
 

You can use techniques in your plot like providing a backstory for a character, which 
means you give information about their history that is relevant to the plot. 

using literary techniques  

The garden was lush and green and smelled like ripe 
oranges. The air felt warm and soft on my skin.  
This provides rich imagery for your reader.  

John was silent. He had feared storms ever since he was a 
child, when a tornado had destroyed his family‘s home and 

nearly everyone in it.  
This backstory helps us understand the character.  

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Develop your protagonist by considering the following points.  

Developing your protagonist  

■ Come up with details about your 
protagonist 

■ Present your protagonist 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Brainstorm at least three first 
lines for your short story.  

How will you grab readers’ 
attention and set the tone for 

your story?  

Finding your first line 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Outline the structure of your story, including conflict and resolution  

Outline your story’s structure  

beginning Part 1 

Part 2 

Part 3 ending/resolution 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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You’ve had time to shape your story’s structure, protagonist, and its 
first line. Now, spend some time simply writing your story. Try to write 

for 15 minutes without stopping, and don’t worry about making it 
perfect!  

Just write  

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Go back to the second slide of the lesson and check 
 if you have achieved all the goals of the lesson. 

yes no 

_______________________________ 

_______________________________ 

_______________________________ 

_______________________________ 

Reflect on the goals 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Think about everything you have seen in this lesson. 
What were the most difficult activities or words? The easiest? 

+ 
+ 

– 
– If you have time, go over  

the most difficult slides again 

_______________________________ 

_______________________________ 

_______________________________ 

_______________________________ 

_______________________________ 

_______________________________ 

_______________________________ 

_______________________________ 

Reflect on this lesson 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Exercise p. 12 
1. Protagonist 
2. Narrator 
3. Complex 
4. Detailed 
5. Techniques  
  
Exercise p. 21 
1d, 2b, 3a, 4c 
  
Exercise p. 22 
One possible order is:  
e ,g, d, f, b, a, c  
 
Exercise p. 22 
The son is the protagonist.  
 

Answer key 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Homework 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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1. The challenges, events, or actions of a story are called the… 

2. In a short story, the narrator is… 

3. Examples of a technique you can use to enhance your short stories is… 

4. When we talk about how a story’s narrative moves, we are referring to its… 

b. flow 

c. conflict 

d. using backstory, imagery, or narrative perspective. 

a. the person telling the story.  

Complete the sentences to review the terms and techniques 
related to short story writing 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Finish, review, and write again 

 Finish the short story you began in the lesson.  
Read over it and write down four ideas for how you might improve it. 

Use the categories provided.  

Once you’ve thought about what you might change, keep writing and 
improving your short story.  

1. I could improve the flow by ______________ 
2. I could be more detailed in ________________ 
3. I could use techniques such as ________________ 
4. I could make the structure more clear by ________________ 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Homework answer key 

Exercise p. 36 
1c, 2a, 3d, 4b 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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                Who are we? 
 
Why learn English online? 

What kinds of English classes do we offer? 

Who are our English teachers? 

How do our English certificates work? 

We also have a language blog! 

This material is provided by 
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http://www.lingoda.com/
http://www.lingoda.com/about-us
https://www.lingoda.com/online-language-course
http://www.lingoda.com/english/how-it-works
http://www.lingoda.com/english/teacher
https://www.lingoda.com/english/certificate
http://www.lingoda.com/blog
http://www.lingoda.com/

	Slide Number 1
	Goals
	Slide Number 3
	Preview and warm-up
	Slide Number 5
	Slide Number 6
	Slide Number 7
	Slide Number 8
	Slide Number 9
	Slide Number 10
	Slide Number 11
	Vocabulary check
	Find an example 
	Finding the plot 
	Pick your protagonist 
	Slide Number 16
	Slide Number 17
	Slide Number 18
	Slide Number 19
	New words
	Match the vocabulary word to the description or example that fits best
	Building a story’s structure  
	From idea to framework
	Working on your idea
	Slide Number 25
	Slide Number 26
	Slide Number 27
	Developing your protagonist 
	Finding your first line
	Outline your story’s structure 
	Just write 
	Slide Number 32
	Slide Number 33
	Answer key
	Slide Number 35
	Complete the sentences to review the terms and techniques related to short story writing
	Finish, review, and write again
	Homework answer key
	Slide Number 39

