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Goals 

■ Can discuss the 
relationship between 
humans and animals. 
 

■ Can give my opinion on 
animal abuse and 
discrimination clearly. 
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Some humans treat animals as 
inferior in some way.  

So why do we think we are the 
privileged species on Earth and what 

consequences does that have? 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Preview  and warm-up 

■ In this lesson you are going to talk about humans being the privileged species 
on Earth and how that affects our relationship with animals.  

I‘m just as important as you are! 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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elephant 

whale 

tiger 

gorilla rhinoceros 

orangutan dolphin 

polar bear 

Vocabulary 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Vocabulary 

Whales are mammals which live in the 
sea. Some grow as big as 30 metres 
long! 

The Sumatran tiger is critically 
endangered. 

Several species of elephant are rare on 
our planet such as the white elephant. 

Gorillas can only be seen in the wild in 
parts of Africa. 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Vocabulary 

Black rhinos will disappear soon if we 
do not act and protect their species. 

Many different species of dolphin are 
endangered due to becoming entangled 
in fishing equipment.  

Orangutans are native to Borneo and 
Sumatra. 

Polar bears are losing their habitat due 
to climate change. 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Animals 

Which animals can you see in these pictures?  
What do you know about them?  

Share your knowledge with the teacher. 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Have you ever seen any of the 
animals mentioned in the wild? 

How about any other exotic 
animals? 

How did it make you feel? 

In the wild 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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privileged Human beings are more privileged than any other species on Earth. 

advantaged Humans have been advantaged with cognitive functions above those of 
animals. 

selected Some people believe that human beings were selected to control our 
planet. 

entitled Some human beings feel entitled to rule the Earth. 

New words 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Some human beings consider themselves to be above animals and all 
other life on Earth. 

People sometimes consider animals to be inferior to them. 

consider someone/yourself 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Read through the text below on what makes humans 
different from all other beings. 

There is no doubt that humans are unique. Unlike animals, human 
beings have the power of speech, which has evolved far beyond the 
often complex communication that animals have. Our brains are also 
much more powerful than those of animals, giving us much more 
sophisticated cognitive functions. Many people claim that humans 
have a much larger base of emotions than animals, and that animals 
are incapable of feeling more complex things like guilt and shame.  

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Do you think we are privileged 
because we can speak and 

process emotions better than 
animals?  

In what other ways are humans 
unique or different from 

animals? 

Humans and animals 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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“ 

“ 
Look at the sentences below and talk about it with your classmates. 

Speaking 

Human beings are unique, but so are all 
the other creatures on Earth. Our traits 

do not make us better than animals, only 
different. 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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What are the dangers when human beings consider themselves to be 
the privileged species on Earth? 

Speaking 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Speaking 

Below are things which we do that affect animals.  
Talk with your teacher about which ones help animals, which are 

necessary, and which are unnecessary or cruel in your opinion. 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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You are going to have a debate about whether humans are the 
privileged species. Prepare your arguments before you begin. 

Debate 

Student A: you believe that 
humans are the privileged 

species and should be able to 
use animals as they wish. 

Student B: you believe that 
humans are not privileged and 
should treat animals as equals. 

We need to test 
some medicine on 

animals. 

Animals feel pain 
and loss just like we 

do. 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Abuse is common between humans and animals. 

Unfortunately, humans abuse animals sometimes. 

abuse (n./v.) 

http://www.lingoda.com/


19 www.lingoda.com 

Vocabulary 

Humans often face allegations of abuse 
towards animals. 

Humans are perpetrators of abuse 
more than any other species. 

Animals in our care are sometimes the 
target of abuse. 

Any animal, large or small, can be a 
victim of abuse. 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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suffer When animals suffer at the hands of humans, it is abuse. 

animal rights Animal rights are a big issue in Western societies today. 

animal welfare Animal welfare is being taken more seriously by the government. 

wildlife 
conservation 

Wildlife conservation is part of protecting animal rights. 

New words 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Do you know of any organisations which work for animal rights?  
What do they do? 

Do you know anyone who got their pet from an animal charity? 

Charities 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Listen to your teacher talking about animal welfare in England and 
Wales. 

Listen! 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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While you are listening, make a note of why the numbers below are 
mentioned. Then write a detailed sentence for each of the numbers 

explaining what it has to do with animal cruelty. 

Listening and writing 

5 years 

over 1 million 

150,000 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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? ? ? ? ? ? 
? ? ? ? ? ? 

? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? 
? 

? ? ? ? ? ? 
? ? ? ? ? ? 

? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? 
? 

Animal abuse 

Do you know what 
the penalties are 
in your country? 

Have you heard 
about any instances 
of animal abuse in 
your community? 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Read through the dialogue with a classmate or your teacher 

Have you read this article about the exotic 
pet trade? 

Exactly. And people don’t know how to look 
after them at all – they let children play with 
snakes, or they abandon the animal when it 
gets too difficult to look after. 

Then a lot of them die when they’re being 
transported: did you read the bit about 
parrots having their beaks taped shut? 

Yes, it’s terrible. Wild animals like monkeys 
and turtles are not made to live in cages. 

And how they’re caught: trappers just steal 
them from the wild. I understand they have 
to make a living but it’s so immoral. 

It’s dreadful. People need to be aware: no 
snakes, birds, big cats, or monkeys – just get 
a regular cat or a dog as a pet.  

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Do you know anyone who has an 
exotic or unusual pet?  

Do you know where they got it 
from? 

Speaking 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Had you thought about the exotic pet trade before?  
Do you know anything about it? 

The exotic pet trade 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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A B 

D C 

In your opinion, which of these animals would make the best 
pet?  

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Go back to the second slide of the lesson and check 
 if you have achieved all the goals of the lesson. 

yes no 

_______________________________ 

_______________________________ 

_______________________________ 

_______________________________ 

Reflect on the goals 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Think about everything you have seen in this lesson. 
What were the most difficult activities or words? The easiest? 

+ 
+ 

– 
– If you have time, go over  

the most difficult slides again 

_______________________________ 

_______________________________ 

_______________________________ 

_______________________________ 

_______________________________ 

_______________________________ 

_______________________________ 

_______________________________ 

Reflect on this lesson 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Exercise p. 22 
In England and Wales, someone dials the animal welfare helpline about 
every 30 seconds. They get over 1 million calls and investigate around 
150,000 instances of neglect or cruelty a year. They deal with incidents 
including violence towards animals, animals which are not fed or cared 
for, and animals which are abandoned by their owners. Recently, new 
legislation has been introduced in England and Wales which means that 
the maximum prison sentence for those who abuse animals will be 5 
years, a large increase on the 6 months that it was previously.   

Transcription 

http://www.lingoda.com/


32 www.lingoda.com 

Homework 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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A 

B 

Unscramble the words to make questions. You will need one 
for the next activity.  

Should the 
punishment 

the wild? 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Choose one of the questions on the previous page to write a 250 
word text about. 

Writing 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Homework answer key 

Exercise p. 33 
A. Should the punishment for cruelty to animals be the same as it is for cruelty 
between humans?  
B. Should any animals be kept as pets or are they all better in the wild? 

http://www.lingoda.com/


36 www.lingoda.com 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                Who are we? 
 
Why learn English online? 

What kinds of English classes do we offer? 

Who are our English teachers? 

How do our English certificates work? 

We also have a language blog! 
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