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Goals 

■ Can read and understand 
the main points of a text 
about human flaws. 
 

■ Can clearly describe 
human flaws and discuss 
the traits of selfishness. 
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Human beings are amazing and 
capable of things such as love, 

innovation, creativity and logic. 
 

These are human traits which 
machines can not match. 

 
Yet we also have a range of significant 

flaws. Just as much as our positive 
characteristics, we are a species 

defined by our faults. 

http://www.lingoda.com/


4 www.lingoda.com 

greed 

fatal 

vice 

design flaw correction 

obvious 

Vocabulary 

fundamental 

selfishness 

reveal 

slight 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Sentences 

Don’t make the fatal mistake of 
assuming it will be fine. 

Human vice and sin are everywhere! 

There are some obvious solutions that 
we have not looked at yet. 

The financial sector is ruled by greed. 

http://www.lingoda.com/


6 www.lingoda.com 

Sentences 

We all have a tendency to be selfish 
from time to time. 

That programme has a significant 
design flaw. 

Unfortunately there is a slight problem 
with that date. 

There is a fundamental issue with what 
you are saying. 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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What human flaws exist? 

Despite our capacity for love, innovation, 
creativity and logic, humans have a range of flaws. 
These flaws are deeply wired into our nature. By 
contrast, machines may lack some of our most 
distinctive and special traits, and they come 
without flaws unless they are a part of the design. 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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What human flaws exist? 

Literature and culture are full of stories exploring 
the flaws inherent in human nature. It seems 
that no matter how ambitious, intelligent or 
caring we are, the fatal flaws in our design will 
always exist as a part of the human experience. 

Most tragedy involves 
the exploration of 

human flaws. 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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What human flaws exist? 

Arrogance, dishonesty, conceit and stubbornness are all examples of 
human vice. People have the capacity to severely hurt others through 
their own fixation on the self.  
 
Machines do not suffer from the same selfishness. In their clarity of 
programming, they can reveal the extent of human error and 
highlight our flaws even more. Yet machines can also make errors. A 
design flaw in a machine has the potential for disaster, just as much 
as a mistake made by a human fault.  

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Identify the vocabulary which appeared in the text. 
Use each of them in a new sentence. 

Make sentences 

innovation design flaw human error 

fatal arrogance highlight 

vice capacity flaw 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Answer the questions about the article. 

Responding to the article 

What are some examples of human vice 
mentioned in the article? 

Can you think of any other human flaws 
not mentioned in the article? 

How are machine flaws different from 
human flaws? 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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What do you think are the most prominent human flaws? 
Describe them to your teacher. 

Human flaws 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Which characters can you think of 
from your favourite stories or films 

that have major flaws? 

Character flaws 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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What human flaws exist? 

Human greed - the selfish desire for more of 
something than is required – is not just immoral, 
but damaging to our long-term prospects on the 
planet. As behaviour in the financial world in the 
previous decade has shown, even having it all is 
not enough. Humans have a fundamental urge 
to desire more, and unfortunately our social and 
economic climate does nothing but celebrate this 
fatal human flaw. 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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What human flaws exist? 

To some degree, greed and self-interest are 
important – they drive humanity forward and 
individuals to strive to improve. One fact about 
greed however, is that nothing is ever enough. 
The desire to acquire more of something is never 
satisfied. While greed may be beneficial for an 
individual, on a social and cultural level it is 
extremely destructive. 

Greed can lead to a 
lack of equality in 

wider society. 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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What human flaws exist? 

When there are only so many resources to go around, greed 
ultimately has the effect of degrading the quality of life for the vast 
majority of society, increasing the gap between the rich and poor. 
Greed is closely linked to another human flaw – that of selfishness. 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Explain how greed can have an impact on society and 
individuals in many different ways. 

Describe the pictures to your teacher. 

Greed and society 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Discuss the following opinions with the teacher.  
Do you agree or disagree? 

Talk to the teacher 

Greed is good. It leads humans to perform at their best 
and be ambitious.  

Greed is a natural human instinct. Humans have always 
been greedy throughout history and that will never 

change. 

Greed widens the gap between the haves and have-nots, 
creating greater injustice and disconnection in society. 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Everyone has flaws. 
Imagine you have hurt someone’s feelings recently. It is time to 

apologise. Write a letter of apology to your friend.  
Explain the flaw that led to you doing something wrong. 

Reflect on your own flaws 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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What human flaws exist? 

Human selfishness is not hard to understand. 
Many say that at the end of the day we are 
animals who are primarily concerned with 
ourselves and our own survival. Much of our 
evolution has promoted selfish behaviour and it 
comes from a deep survival instinct. Most of the 
time it is human nature to act primarily for your 
own interest.  

http://www.lingoda.com/
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What human flaws exist? 

It can sometimes seem that selfishness is 
everywhere. Small examples - like somebody 
pushing in front of you in a queue at the 
supermarket – can highlight this flaw. Some 
studies have shown that a greater number of 
people identify with unselfish values. Human 
traits like honesty, forgiveness, justice and 
helpfulness are valued by a greater proportion 
of society. It makes sense that people should 
value co-operation and values that promote good 
intentions. Despite this, people can have the 
ability to be extremely selfish at times. 

Excuse me, I think you 
are standing in my 

place! 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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What human flaws exist? 

Humans are the most complex creatures to have evolved on this 
planet, and it is understandable that we are full of contradictions. 
The debate about whether humans are inherently selfish continues, 
and has become a political issue.  
 
Of course humans are selfish. We also have other traits which can 
lead us to overcome our inherent flaws and commit selfless acts. 
Humans have a unique flexibility in that, despite our flaws, we can act 
on and express our higher values. Our flaws, as well as our ability to 
overcome them, differentiate us from machines. They also are what 
make us most deeply human. 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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What are these phrases referring to in the article?  

Discuss with the teacher 

…degrading the quality of life for the vast majority of 
society, increasing the gap between the rich and poor. 

…the most complex creature to have evolved on this 
planet, and it is understandable that we are full of 

contradictions. 

…has promoted selfish behaviour and it comes from a 
deep survival instinct. 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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What’s your opinion 

Do you think humans are inherently selfish? 

Read back over the previous slides if you need to consider your answer 
carefully.  

Write a paragraph about you that summarises your 
views on selfishness and whether it is inherent in 
humans or not. 
 
Some points you might like to consider include: 

 
• Did we evolve to be selfish? 
• Are we wired to care for each other and be social? 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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a b c 

Dictogloss 

Your teacher is going to read to you.  
Write down what you hear them say.  

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Identifying flaws 

Give examples of each of the human flaws below with the 
teacher.  
 
Try to describe one of the human flaws below in your 
conversation. Think of examples of each you have seen before. 
 
The teacher has to guess who you are in each round. 

greed arrogance selfishness dishonesty 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Go back to the second slide of the lesson and check 
 if you have achieved all the goals of the lesson. 

yes no 

_______________________________ 

_______________________________ 

_______________________________ 

_______________________________ 

Reflect on the goals 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Think about everything you have seen in this lesson. 
What were the most difficult activities or words? The easiest? 

+ 
+ 

– 
– If you have time, go over  

the most difficult slides again 

_______________________________ 

_______________________________ 

_______________________________ 

_______________________________ 

_______________________________ 

_______________________________ 

_______________________________ 

_______________________________ 

Reflect on this lesson 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Exercise p. 25 
It can sometimes seem that selfishness is everywhere. Small examples - 
like somebody pushing in front of you in a queue at the supermarket – 
can highlight this flaw. Some studies have shown that a greater number 
of people identify with unselfish values. Human traits like honesty, 
forgiveness, justice and helpfulness are valued by a greater proportion of 
society. It makes sense that people should value co-operation and values 
that promote good intentions. Despite this, people can have the ability to 
be extremely selfish at times. 

Transcription 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Homework 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Write a summary about one human flaw discussed in this 
lesson. Aim for 2 – 3 paragraphs. 

Try to use vocabulary from the lesson below. 

Human flaws 

fatal human error 

fundamental slight 

vice design flaw 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Think about the differences between technology and humans. 
Who do you think has the most flaws? Write a text of at least 

200 words to justify your answer. Try to use some of the 
vocabulary from today’s lesson.  

Human flaws 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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