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Goals 

■ Can read and understand 
the main points of texts 
about the internet and its 
consequences. 
 

■ Can give the advantages 
and disadvantages of the 
internet and express my 
own opinion on it. 
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We know that the internet has changed 
the way we do business and 

computing, but has it also changed 
how humans behave socially?  
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immediately 

data hacking 

potential 

indirect repercussions 

blogging distinguished 

reaction 

The consequences of the internet 
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The consequences of the internet 

The internet means that more people 
can comment and express a reaction to 
opinion pieces. 

Some of the repercussions of the 
internet are not yet clear. 

The internet has many direct 
consequences for how we live, but it 

also has many indirect consequences. 

People can respond immediately to world 
events as a consequence of the internet, 

which has increased the pace of life. 
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The consequences of the internet 

Blogging is one of the most popular 
ways of engaging readers online. 

Distinguished critics agree that the 
internet needs to be regulated to 
prevent social harm. 

Yet one of the biggest concerns about 
the internet is its vulnerability to data 

hacking. 

The internet has the potential to 
improve health outcomes by making 

medical information more accessible. 
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The consequences of the internet 

The internet has become a life source for many of 
us. People go to bed with their faces illuminated 
by computer screens. Perhaps you are looking for 
your next date, scrolling through online images 
and sending the occasional love heart, or 
responding to a work email.  
 
Whatever the case, your mobile phone is likely not 
far from your bedside table.The phone is the new 
wallet, quite literally: it is more valuable than 
everything else one owns and should someone 
steal it, chaos is likely to ensue. If the internet of 
things is set to keep growing, taking notice of its 
social consequences is an important part of 
planning for the future.  
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The consequences of the internet 

 
Today‘s generation is often called the Me 
generation: it‘s all about me, myself, and my 
social media platform! Younger audiences with 
just a little bit of historical understanding might 
think this labelling is a little unfair, for weren‘t 
the babyboomers all about themselves too?  
 
Well, even cultural critics have short memories as 
the famous song by the legendary Australian 
rock band Midnight Oil reminds us. Perhaps every 
generation has its own unique form of 
narcissism.  

I‘m a total tiger! 
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The consequences of the internet 

However, some things have changed since the spread of television in 
the post-war years. Newspapers, for example, used to inform the 
public about important news and information, but nowadays the 
newspapers report on, among other things, what happens on social 
media. World leaders even use social media platforms to announce 
big policy changes and to give immediate responses to world events. 
Celebrities use social media platforms to groom their image and 
attract followers to their brand. And the average person uses social 
media platforms to show and share with everyone else the best parts 
of their lives. 
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The consequences of the internet 

One of the consequences is that news is instantly updated and 
because of this there is a lot of news and a lot of internet noise. It is 
often difficult to work out what information is actually factual, 
relevant, and worth listening to. Information moves very fast on the 
internet, which is another reason why people have become so used to 
checking their social media platforms outside of normal work hours. 
Some critics of social media platforms argue that they encourage 
people to become addicted. Rather than promoting social 
interaction, social media platforms can stop people socialising 
because everything happens online. Is this a problem? In the next 
section, we will take a look at what some of the critics have to say, but 
for now just think: how many times during this short lesson have you 
already checked or thought about checking social media?   

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Which statements are in the text? 

The mobile 
phone is the 
new wallet. 

Find the statements that agree with the text.  
Do you agree with these statements? Discuss with your teacher. 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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scrolling 

interaction 

narcissistic 
poser 

style 

Not feeling lucky? Complete the dialogue 

addicted 

consequences 

immediate 
response 

groom  

I think I’m _______________ to failure. I’ve had five dates in the 

last two weeks and they have all been terrible. Two of them 

didn’t even show up and yet I still keep looking. 

Maybe you need to, you know, _______________ your image a 

bit. Get Josie to take some nice photos. 

Um… Well, do you need to have like the whole football 

team in the photo? It is all about looks, you know. And all 

you want is an _______________. 

Well, you know, deal with the _______________ then. The day 

just got better. I just got sent a love heart. Change your 

photo, seriously… 

Don’t worry, Rodrigo, my week has been just as bad. I’ve 

been _______________ all day and can’t find any women who 

want to do something on Friday night. 

What’s wrong with my profile picture? I want girls to know 

that I am into social _______________ and stuff. 

So, are you saying I lack _______________? I’m not a 

_______________. 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Do you agree with this statement? 

The internet is noisy and it 
is difficult to work out what 

information is actually 
factual, relevant, and worth 

listening to. 

Fact and fiction 
are closely 

related. 

http://www.lingoda.com/


14 www.lingoda.com 

“ 

“ 
Does the 24/7 news cycle affect the quality of news?  

Is it a problem that world leaders communicate things via social media 
platforms?  

What do you think? 

Even world leaders use social media 
platforms to announce big policy changes 

and to give immediate responses to 
world events.  

http://www.lingoda.com/
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The consequences of the internet 

News is not the only thing that moves very fast on 
the internet. An average person will be doing 
more than one thing whilst they are at their 
computer. Alongside typing their last minute 
essay, they might be sending messages to close 
friends, compulsively checking their email, and 
browsing the internet. One of the consequences 
of this is that our attention span is constantly 
shifting from topic to topic, which some critics 
argue is changing the way we think and read.  

http://www.lingoda.com/
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The consequences of the internet 

If we are used to reading only short text messages, longer passages of 
text that use more complex language may become harder for people 
to read. Similarly, if longer texts are being read by students online 
rather than in physical books, does this mean that students are paying 
less attention to what they read? After all, they are also probably 
checking their social media platforms while reading for their next 
assignment. 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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The consequences of the internet 

The data is still out on the long-term 
consequences of social media for our learning 
and development. Equally, the jury is still out on 
whether online dating platforms have changed 
the way we think about love and relationships for 
the good or the bad. For most people, gone are 
the days of marrying a childhood sweetheart or 
meeting the person of their dreams at a local 
dance. Nowadays, it is just as common to hear 
people say they met online as it is to hear a more 
conventional love story of love at first sight 
across the bar.  

Nope...  Too macho. 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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The consequences of the internet 

What are the advantages of online dating? One big advantage is choice 
and flexibility. You can avoid the difficulty of having to start a 
conversation with a stranger and you don‘t have to leave your 
bedroom to find a date. It also means that women and men with tight 
time schedules can arrange a first date for anytime of the day. If online 
dating gives men and women access to a bigger range of people, what 
are the disadvantages? Are there any? 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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The consequences of the internet 

Feminists argue that online dating has levelled the playing field for 
women because it makes it easier for them to ask men out rather than 
always being on the receiving end. However, some women argue that 
social media platforms turn men and women’s bodies into 
commodities because visuals are such a big factor in choosing to 
respond to a date offer. And, of course, for some, a lot of time is 
wasted going on dates that don‘t work out simply because organic 
attraction and chemistry aren‘t easily transmitted through the 
internet. Yet most people agree that online dating is here to stay and 
sociologists argue that this is a good thing, but that there still needs to 
be more research done on the links between social media usage and 
loneliness. 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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The consequences of the internet 

It is not just social media dating sites that can 
create loneliness for those unsuccessful in love. 
When everything is done online, those who are 
not online are left out. This can create social 
pressure for them to join online social media 
sites, even when they lack the resources to buy a 
phone or pay for the internet connection. Social 
workers argue that the solution lies in making 
sure that people are interacting with their 
friends both online and offline, and that the social 
skills needed to succeed in online and offline 
environments are the focus of school 
programmes.  
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The consequences of the internet 

Online platforms should assist people in connecting with one another 
rather than replacing offline activities. How to manage online and 
offline learning, work, and socialising is the number one social 
challenge for the Me generation. Just like every other generation, they 
want the best opportunities the world can offer and if these are online, 
then that’s where they’ll be. 
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Social media habits 

Do you remember a time before the 
widespread use of the internet? Can 
you explain how you communicated 
with your friends? If you were born 
after the internet, explain what you 
would do if you lost internet access 

for one week. 

Do you ever go 
without internet 
access for more 

than 2 days? 

Are our social media 
habits bad for us? Are 

you a social media 
addict? 

 

How often do you 
use social media 
platforms? How 

many times a day 
do you check your 

email?  

http://www.lingoda.com/
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“ 

“ 
Do you get less work done than you used to because of social media?  

Do you agree or disagree with the quote below? 
 

Tip: compulsively means being unable to stop doing something. 

Is social media use causing us to have a shorter attention 
span?  

Alongside typing their last minute essay, 
they might be sending messages to close 

friends, compulsively checking their 
email, and browsing the internet. One of 

the consequences of this is that our 
attention span is constantly shifting from 
topic to topic, which some critics argue is 

changing the way we think and read. 
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Your teacher is going to read an 
extract of the text to you. Write 
down what you hear them say. 

Do you agree with the 
comments made? 

Multi-tasking and the internet 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Do you think that too much time on social media is separating people 
from one another? Or is social media more often than not creating 

opportunities for connection? 

Is the internet creating social loneliness? 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Online dating: the advantages and the disadvantages 

Advantages Disadvantages 

The article suggests some advantages and disadvantages of online 
dating. Find these in the text and then add your own advantages and 

disadvantages. Once you have finished share your responses with your 
teacher. What do you think about online dating?  

http://www.lingoda.com/
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What do I do to detox from social media? I need your suggestions. 

Ivan is a social media addict and he wants help 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Go back to the second slide of the lesson and check 
 if you have achieved all the goals of the lesson. 

yes no 

_______________________________ 

_______________________________ 

_______________________________ 

_______________________________ 

Reflect on the goals 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Think about everything you have seen in this lesson. 
What were the most difficult activities or words? The easiest? 

+ 
+ 

– 
– If you have time, go over  

the most difficult slides again 

_______________________________ 

_______________________________ 

_______________________________ 

_______________________________ 

_______________________________ 

_______________________________ 

_______________________________ 

_______________________________ 

Reflect on this lesson 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Exercise p. 11  
Many of us go to bed illuminated by screens; Without a mobile phone, chaos is likely 
to ensue; Today’s generation is the Me generation; There is a lot of noise on the 
internet; Social media platforms encourage addiction; Celebrities use social media 
to groom their image; Celebrities use social media to attract followers to their 
brand; The mobile phone is the new wallet; Newspapers report on what happens on 
social media. 
 
Exercise p. 12  
addicted, scrolling, groom, interaction, immediate response, style, narcissistic poser, 
consequences. 

Answer key 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Exercise p. 24 
News is not the only thing that moves very fast on the internet. An 
average person will be doing more than one thing whilst they are at their 
computer. Alongside typing their last minute essay, they might be 
sending messages to close friends, compulsively checking their email, 
and browsing the internet. One of the consequences is that our attention 
span is constantly shifting from topic to topic, which some critics argue is 
changing the way we think and read. If we are used to reading only short 
text messages, longer passages of text that use more complex language 
may become harder for people to read. Similarly, if longer texts are being 
read by students online rather than in physical books, does this mean 
they are paying less attention to what they read? 

Transcription 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Homework 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Describing the consequences of the internet 

Write five sentences using these words to describe the consequences of 
the internet. 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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As an experiment, for one week keep a journal of your social 
media usage. At the end of the week review your usage.  

Do you think you are a social media addict? 

How often do you use social media? 

Monday: I woke up at 7am and checked all my social media 

platforms and email. 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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                Who are we? 
 
Why learn English online? 

What kinds of English classes do we offer? 

Who are our English teachers? 

How do our English certificates work? 

We also have a language blog! 

This material is provided by 
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