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Goals 

■ Can read and understand a 
range of comments on 
social media and identify 
the tone used in them. 
 

■ Can write my own social 
media comment and 
express my opinion on 
social media in general.  

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Ever wanted to be able to respond to a 
comment on social media in English? 

Now you can learn.  
Let‘s practise! 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Preview and warm up 

■ In this lesson, you will practise commenting on social media. 

There are so many comments on social media, I never know who to take 
seriously. 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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commentary 

I really loved his comment on my post. He liked it and then told me to 
publish it. But the rest of the commentary was really boring. 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Critical commentary provides negative feedback. It points out the 
problems with a point of view.  

Constructive feedback points out some of the good things and the bad 
things and often gives suggestions for improvement.  

The meeting was very constructive as with everyone’s input 
we were able to improve the art installation. 

constructive critical 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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virtual reality 

She enjoys riding roller coasters in virtual reality.  

http://www.lingoda.com/
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provoke 

The lion ate the mountain biker only after he was provoked by him. The 
mountain biker rode straight into the lion and then screamed.  

http://www.lingoda.com/
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irony 

Irony is used to create humour. It results from a play on words which is 
often the opposite of what we expect.  

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Isolated in a social network 

I only got critical feedback on my thesis 
and none of it was helpful. 

Life has become a virtual reality 
machine.  

One of my old lecturers gave me some very 
constructive feedback, which will help me 

get the thesis published. 

He aims to provoke a reaction from 
you. Just ignore him. 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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editorial An editorial is usually in a newspaper and expresses the opinion 
of the editor about a topic.  

column 
A column is a small and usually regular article by a known writer 

in a newspaper that addresses particular themes such as 
feminism today or health and fitness. 

opinion article An opinion article does not represent the views of the editors of 
a newspaper. It may also be a one-off article. 

messages Messages are a quick and brief way of communicating. 

Isolated in a social network 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Reading about commentary on the internet 

Social media platforms enable people from all 
over the world to comment on everything from a 
famous wedding photo to a story about human 
rights. Sometimes controversial editorials and 
opinion pieces attract over a thousand online 
comments in one day. This commentary is often 
trivial and critical. Is a trivial comment like: I 
agree with you, so sad, really worth posting online?  
On the other hand, critical commentary can 
sometimes be very aggressive, attacking the 
person who wrote the post rather than their 
ideas. Other times, comments are deliberately 
written to provoke a response from the writer. 
The problem with online platforms is that many 
people who make comments are anonymous 
and they therefore don’t have to defend the 
comments they make. 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Reading about commentary on the internet 

The world of virtual reality has the potential to protect people 
wanting to promote hate speech rather than leading to constructive 
dialogue about an issue. On the other hand, being able to comment 
on issues without having to go through an editor is also empowering. 
One of the disadvantages of social media commentary is that it often 
includes only very short statements that express an emotional 
reaction rather than an argument that demonstrates the writer’s 
thought processes. This may be good for people who don’t want to 
have to think too much in order to comment, but it is dangerous when 
people who we expect to think about what they say, post comments 
that can be easily misinterpreted as provocation.  
 
What do you think? Do you regularly comment on online posts, 
editorials, opinion pieces, or weekly columns?   

http://www.lingoda.com/
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What kind of comment is that? 

Here are some comments on the text you just read. Which ones are 
critical, trivial, aggressive, constructive, ironic, or sarcastic in your 

view? Which comments would be worth posting online?  

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Reading celebrity online commentary  

I loved her dress. So elegant. Great choice.  

This young couple are full of hope. They inspire us all with their beautiful smiles. Love is in 

the air. I am so grateful! I am so full of hope!  

Since when is this news?  

The real news is that social media goes wild with its fetish for fashion! 

Did you miss the part about how much that wedding cost? Shameful waste of funds. But, 

hey, since Cinderella a white dress has never failed to impress! 

These social media users have just responded to a post of a video showing the 
wedding of two celebrities. The wedding has dominated the news. Do you think 

any of this commentary is worth reading? What is the point of this type of 
commentary?  

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Check out these funky dudes 
tonight! It’s the small beginning 
of our world takeover and it is 

Penguin Night. Black suits, 
please. It’ll be loud and proud. 

Write a comment to this post from your favourite band. Can 
you think of anything funny to say or a question to ask?  

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Is commenting on social media empowering? Explain your 
point of view. 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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pose 

He posed for the camera. 
She posed the question and her partner answered yes with an enormous 

smile. 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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thought processes 

I don’t understand his thought processes at all, but he has some good 
ideas. 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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aggressive speech 

I find that social media is just full of aggressive speech and it really worries 
me. 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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impression 
An impression is a feeling or a thought that is formed without 
much critical thought. The adjective impressionistic is used to 

describe art that is not realistic.  

comprehensible 
Comprehensible means that something is clear and easy to 

understand. The antonym of comprehensible is 
incomprehensible. 

identify To identify means to recognise who someone is, what 
something is, or what someone is trying to say. 

sarcasm Sarcastic humour uses irony to laugh at or mock a person or 
idea. 

Isolated in a social network 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Isolated in a social network 

I think it is good that you pose critical 
questions on social media. 

There is a lot of aggressive speech on 
social media that people wouldn’t say 
face-to-face to each other. 

The problem with immediate 
commentary is that it does not show a 

person’s thought processes very well. 

I get the impression that most 
comments on social media are written 

by trolls with nothing better to do. 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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A B 

D C 

Which word goes where? 

1. incomprehensible 

The boy’s essay was utterly 
_______________. He used so many 
abbreviations I could not understand 
what he was talking about. What 
does LOL mean? He kept writing #. 
Does this have a new meaning? I 
think I am going to have to fail him 
and I know he will be very 
disappointed.  

I read this post on social media last 
week about how our attention span 
is changing because of our internet 
use. It _______________ the idea that 
the solution lies in changing the 
dictionary so that our words become 
shorter.  

I have been a subscriber of The 
Review for many years now, but over 
the years the commentary has really 
changed. I get the _______________ that 
the company has lost money and can 
no longer afford to pay their writers 
anymore. 

I am up to my neck with this boy’s 
_______________. Everything is a joke. 
He does not know what the meaning 
of serious is. I am just trying to help 
him pass my subject. Why won’t he 
accept my help? 

2. impression 3. sarcasm 4. posed 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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What could this picture be advertising? Discuss it with your teacher and 
then write a post to go with it. You want to attract lots of comments, so 

think about how to make your post short, but interesting.  

What do you think this post is about? 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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I am so proud of you Carmen. You have 
achieved so much in your life. You are an 
inspiration to everyone around you and I 
am dearly looking forward to your next 
concert. I also loved your dress and the 

middle part of your solo was breathtaking. 
This is the start of much bigger things. Call 

me later in the week and we can have 
lunch. 

This book radically changed my 
perspective on the issue. In Chapter 5, the 
author introduces two ideas that no one 

else has ever had. These are that air 
ballooning is the most efficient form of 
transport and that the invention of the 

bicycle is the single biggest achievement in 
transport. You can argue against this 
point, but anyone who rides a bicycle 

knows that it is in some ways true. 

This article makes no sense. The first line 
is a lie and the middle part has so many 

bad examples that the only thing that can 
result from reading it is for people to 

come to the opposite conclusion. The only 
thing the author got right was Beethoven’s 

date of birth. But that is common 
knowledge, so that is no achievement at 
all. I hope the author loses his job over 

this opinion piece. I would gladly take over 
the role for I am sure I could do a much 

better job. 

This is embarrassing. This is the tenth time 
in a month that we have had no firm 

decision about whether the bakery will 
stay open or not. It is the lifeline of our 
community. Without the bakery we will 

have to travel 1.7km further for our early 
morning coffee. The owner says that the 
increase in rent has made staying open 

impossible. It is possible if the community 
fights to keep it open. I love my home 

town and I want to stay here. But if more 
shops keep closing there will be no point.  

Here are some very long comments made on a social media 
platform. Shorten them to one or two lines or to a word and a #.  

http://www.lingoda.com/
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“ 

“ 
Do you think that hate speech is a problem on social media platforms? 

Most social media users only interact with their friends online.  
Does this mean that they are only exposed to opinions they already 

agree with?  

What do you think? 

The problem with online platforms is 
that many people who make comments 

are anonymous and therefore don’t have 
to defend the comments they make. 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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? ? ? ? ? ? 
? ? ? ? ? ? 

? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? 
? 

? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? 
? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? 

Social media criticism 

How could social 
media platforms 

be improved? 

Do you think 
instant 

commentary has 
any disadvantages? 

Do you think that 
social media is 
linked to social 

isolation? 

How many 
things do you 

LIKE a day? 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Go back to the second slide of the lesson and check 
 if you have achieved all the goals of the lesson. 

yes no 

_______________________________ 

_______________________________ 

_______________________________ 

_______________________________ 

Reflect on the goals 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Think about everything you have seen in this lesson. 
What were the most difficult activities or words? The easiest? 

+ 
+ 

– 
– If you have time, go over  

the most difficult slides again 

_______________________________ 

_______________________________ 

_______________________________ 

_______________________________ 

_______________________________ 

_______________________________ 

_______________________________ 

_______________________________ 

Reflect on this lesson 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Exercise p. 23 
A1, B4, C2, D3  

Answer key 

http://www.lingoda.com/


31 www.lingoda.com 

Homework 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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A 

B 

Write a sentence using each of the words in each group 

provoke 

thought 
processes 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Writing tweets 

During the week, practise writing tweets in English on topics that 
interest you. Below are some things to keep in mind for your tweets. 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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                Who are we? 
 
Why learn English online? 

What kinds of English classes do we offer? 

Who are our English teachers? 

How do our English certificates work? 

We also have a language blog! 

This material is provided by 
 
 
 
 

About this material 

                

                

                

                

                

http://www.lingoda.com/
http://www.lingoda.com/about-us
https://www.lingoda.com/online-language-course
http://www.lingoda.com/english/how-it-works
http://www.lingoda.com/english/teacher
https://www.lingoda.com/english/certificate
http://www.lingoda.com/blog
http://www.lingoda.com/
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