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Goals 

■ Can identify and explain 
the structure of an 
argumentative essay. 
 

■ Can write a short 
argumentative essay and 
give my opinion on a topic 
supporting it with 
evidence. 
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Most of us know how to have a good 
argument, but writing an argument 

essay requires a bit more thought than 
having a lively debate with our 

neighbours.  
This lesson will show you how to 
organise your thoughts better. 
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Preview and warm-up 

■ In this lesson you are going to learn how to structure an argument essay and 
you are going to practise writing an essay at the end. 

Do you know how to win an argument? 
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Introduction 2 or 3 sentences giving an overview of the 
topic 

Main Body 2 or 3 paragraphs presenting the main 
arguments 

Conclusion 2 sentences giving your opinion and 
summing up the arguments 

■ There are three main stages in an argument essay.  
■ They are listed below in the order they will appear in your essay.  

Structuring an argument essay 

http://www.lingoda.com/


6 www.lingoda.com 6 

The introduction 

A sentence which gives an overview of the 
topic 

A sentence to reframe the question 

A sentence to give your point of view or 
what the essay will describe 

■ A strong introduction paves the way for a great essay.  
■ See what you should include in your introduction below.  
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7 www.lingoda.com 7 

The main body 

■ In an argument essay, you will have two or three paragraphs as the main 
body. Look at the two structures below which show you how you might do this.  

■ Imagine in this case you agree with the arguments for.  

For every argument you give you must have a reason, and if you can add an example then it will 
make your argument even stronger. 

2-paragraph essay 3-paragraph essay 

Arguments for Arguments for 

Arguments against Arguments for 

Arguments against 
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The conclusion 

■ The conclusion is your last chance to persuade the reader that your opinion is 
the right one.  

■ You should have 2 strong sentences which are outlined below.  

■ State your opinion clearly. 

■ Summarise your main point to 
support your opinion. 

■ If you want, you can give the reader 
something to think about for the 
future. 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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endangered 

extinction 

species 

habitat deforestation 

ecosystem zoo 

preserve 

Vocabulary review 

http://www.lingoda.com/


10 www.lingoda.com 

Vocabulary review 

Humans caused the extinction of many 
animals. 

Deforestation is destroying animals‘ 
habitats.  

Saving endangered species is a priority 
for some.  

We must preserve fragile ecosystems.  
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Complete the sentences 

2. One way to preserve fragile ecosystems is to… 

3. Deforestation is most prevalent in countries such as… 

4. Deforestation poses the greatest threat to animals like… 

1. Zoos are useful in that… 

Complete the sentences with your own ideas. 
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Endangered species 

For Against 

Some people believe that saving endangered species from extinction 
should be a priority for all nations. 

Make a list of reasons for and against this statement. 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Free writing is something a lot of writers do in the planning stage.  
They write for a set amount of time without thinking about spelling, 

grammar, or structure. It helps to get your ideas flowing. 
For 4 minutes, practise your free writing on the topic of extinct species.  

Free writing 

extinct species 

rhino dodo 

humans destruction 

http://www.lingoda.com/


14 www.lingoda.com 

criticism 

social network 

isolation 

artificial 
intelligence robotics 

empathy compassion 

cruel 

Vocabulary review 

self-awareness 

addiction 

common 
sense 

blog 
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Vocabulary review 

The overuse of social networks has 
been classed as an addiction. 

Writing a blog can let you have contact 
with people from all over the world. 

Interacting with others only via the 
internet can lead to a sense of isolation. 

Anything you put on the internet can be 
a target for criticism. 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Vocabulary review 

Artificial intelligence is advancing at a 
very fast rate. 

AI might not allow for the complex 
emotions of empathy or compassion. 

Robots are thought to lack self-
awareness. 

Robots might not be as cruel as humans 
can be. 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Write your answers to these questions in one or two sentences. 

Writing 

How often do you use social networks 
and for what purpose? 

What kind of criticism do people receive 
on the internet? 

Is it true that robots can be neither cruel 
nor kind? 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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“ “ 

“ “ 
Look at the statements below and talk about them with your teacher. 

The internet and social networks 

The internet brings people together and 
helps people feel less lonely.  

Social networks are isolating people and 
making them feel depressed and anxious. 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Now write notes of some of the reasons you discussed on the previous 
page. Try to think about both sides of the argument. 

Writing notes 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Robots are better suited to working in the caring professions than 
humans are because they are efficient and never make mistakes. 

 Write notes with your first reactions to this statement below and then 
discuss what you wrote with your teacher. 

React to this 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Sample essay 

Social networks are isolating people and making them feel depressed and 
anxious. Do you agree? 
 
In today’s society, it is rare to find someone who does not use social 
media in some form. However, many people say that social networks are 
bad for us, making us feel lonely and giving us anxiety. This essay will 
explore that statement.  
 
On the one hand, people nowadays seem to use social media to validate 
themselves, sharing every aspect of their lives and hoping for 
recognition. Whether it is a picture that they made themselves look 
beautiful for, or a heartfelt comment they posted, people wait for the 
reaction of others. When that reaction is negative, as is often the case, or 
if it does not come at all, then that person can believe that no one likes 
them and that they are worthless. Furthermore, people are spending 
more and more time on the internet and less time interacting with 
people in real life. They are missing out on human contact, on picking up 
on body language and gestures, and the warmth of a hug on a bad day. 
Social networks can never replace these things. 

Read the sample essay below. 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Sample essay 

On the other hand, it is certainly true that social networks have 
allowed people from all over the world to connect with others 
whom they otherwise would never have known. People with 
unusual hobbies can talk to one another, or those who enjoy 
computer games can find an international team to play with. 
Social media also allows us to be in touch with people in real 
time, sharing information immediately, which can make people 
feel connected. However, there should always be a limit to how 
much we use social networks and make an effort to find a 
balance. 
 
To summarise, it is certainly true that overuse of social 
networks is making people feel alone and depressed due to a 
lack of human contact. Social networks should be used in 
moderation and never as a replacement for face to face 
interaction with others.   

Did the essay follow the structure outlined at the beginning of the 
lesson? Was it easy to read and was the author’s opinion clear? 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Choose one of the topics which you were making notes on earlier in the 
lesson and write an argument essay about it.  

Use the statements written in the lesson as your title.  

Writing 

■ Go back to the notes you wrote 
and make sure to include both 
sides of the argument. 

■ Look at how to structure an essay 
again before you begin. 

■ Your essay should be about 300 
words long. 

■ Don’t forget to plan your writing! 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Go back to the second slide of the lesson and check 
 if you have achieved all the goals of the lesson. 

yes no 

_______________________________ 

_______________________________ 

_______________________________ 

_______________________________ 

Reflect on the goals 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Think about everything you have seen in this lesson. 
What were the most difficult activities or words? The easiest? 

+ 
+ 

– 
– If you have time, go over  

the most difficult slides again 

_______________________________ 

_______________________________ 

_______________________________ 

_______________________________ 

_______________________________ 

_______________________________ 

_______________________________ 

_______________________________ 

Reflect on this lesson 

http://www.lingoda.com/


26 www.lingoda.com 

Homework 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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1. _________________ networks are places 
where you can share opinions, ideas and 
photos.  

2. It is very difficult, or impossible, to teach 
someone common _______________. 

3. The ability to feel what others are feeling 
is called _______________.  

4. _______________ species are animals such 
as tigers, blue whales, and orang-utans.  

5. Deforestation is causing the destruction 
of fragile _______________.  

endangered 

ecosystems 

social 

sense 

empathy 

Fill in the gaps 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Choose a different topic to the one you were working on during 
the lesson and write an essay of about 300 words about it.  

Writing 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Homework answer key 

Activity p. 27 
1. Social, 2. sense, 3. empathy, 4. Endangered, 5. ecosystems 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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