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Can discuss urban mobility
and use phrases of
agreement and
disagreement to express

my viewpoint.

Can name some alternative
means of transportation
and speculate on the
future of mobility.
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While mobility plays a crucial role in
improving citizens' quality of life, there
are many problems that are linked to

urban mobility.

What can be the best solutions for our
better quality of life?
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Preview

B In this lesson, you will practise talking about urban mobility.

| don't need a car of my own because | can always use my
phone application to find a carpooling service.

www.lingoda.com


http://www.lingoda.com/

The need for cars

Having your own car can enhance your quality of life by providing
convenience. Answer the questions below and ask yourself if you really
need a car in the city you live in.

www.lingoda.com

At what age does the average
person obtain a driving

licence?

When do you need/use a car?

Can you still get by without a

car?
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Carpooling

Carpooling gives you many benefits of a car without owning one - parking,
fuel, and insurance. All you have to do is to register with a mobile app!

If you were to choose between buying a car and sharing a car, what would
you choose and why? State your answer in a short essay format with an
introduction, body and a conclusion.

buy a car carpooling
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Alternative means of transportation

B Alternative transportation refers to commuting in any way other than driving
alone, such as cycling, walking, carpooling, and taking public transportation.

Public transportation: can avoid congested city traffic, contributes to clean air

Carpooling: reduces traffic and air pollution, reduces fuel costs, expands social
networking

Walking and biking: reduces parking costs, healthier lifestyle

Hybrid/electric cars: saves fuel costs, environmentally friendly
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Types of public transportation

When many people think of public transport, they have in mind mainly
buses and trains. But there are many other means of public transport,
including taxis, trams, ferries, coaches and planes.

What type of public transportation does your country have?
Talk about different types of public transportation with your teacher.

Hndergroyn, b
us
tram
train COach
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Using public transport

Does a travel pass Is there a discount
encourage you to for students or
use public tourists in your
transport? city?
What is the

quickest way to
get to another

Are there any cons

part of your of using public
transport?

city?
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Means of transportation while travelling

Do you use public transport for
travelling on holiday or do you
prefer to rent a car?
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You are the boss!

You are a boss of a very
successful business with
hundreds of employees. In
order to ease some problems
linked to urban mobility, you
are encouraging your
employees to take alternative
transportation.

How would you reward your
employees for taking
alternative transportation, and
not driving to work?

cycling public transportation walking car-pooling
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Cultures of public transportation

Some countries have their own special means of public transportation.
Have you seen these three types below?
Do you know any other unique ones?

In Tokyo, rush-hour traffic is horrible and there are many people using the

underground. During those busy hours, push men help passengers get on the

underground by pushing them into the densely packed carriages.

In India, cycle rickshaws are very popular among many people because they

are affordable and convenient.

In Thailand, locals and tourists use tuk-tuks. A tuk-tuk is an automated
rickshaw. The fare is usually not fixed so you might have to negotiate with the

driver.

www.lingoda.com


http://www.lingoda.com/

Do you remember these words?

sustainable
transport
carpooling spokesperson
legislation committee
congestion department

ministry
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Do you remember these words?

Sustainable transport is an important
B topic. We should protect the

¥ environment from the impacts of fossil
fuels.

The famous Olympian became a
spokesperson for the sports company.

4" . Since he was head of the housing
committee, many people sought his
attention.

The local police department was issued
new vehicles at the beginning of the
year.
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Do you remember these words?

b The Ministry of Defence issued a
§ warning to travellers leaving the
country for extended periods.

Traffic congestion is especially heavy on =
Friday afternoons.

New legislation may require strict
background checks for those looking to
purchase a firearm.

Carpooling reduces carbon emissions
and can be very convenient.
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Fill in the blanks

Read the sentences carefully and fill in the blanks with the correct

answers.
1. Recent federal allows for significant K
tax exemption from electric vehicles. Spokesperson
2. A for the White House will hold a committee
press conference in two hours.
3. If you want to live in a big city, you will have to get department
used to heavy traffic :
4, officials declined to comment after ministry
the scandal was exposed. .
: : congestion
5.  One major advantage of with at
least two people is being able to use the carpool legislation
lane.
6. The school voted to ban drinks carpooling
machines in the hallways.
7. Our school’s science is considered infrastructure
one of the best in the area.
8.  Because many countries lack the to
support large-scale solar energy, investments are
being made.
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Carpooling

Carpooling is the sharing of car journeys so that more than one person
travels in a car, and prevents the need for others to have to drive to a
location themselves. By having more people using one vehicle, there
are many benefits in terms of costs, congestion, and pollution. List
more pros and cons of carpooling, and share them with your teacher.

Pros Cons

Two heads are
better than one!

CARPOOLS ONLY

2 OR MORE PERSONS
PER VEHICLE

www.lingoda.com


http://www.lingoda.com/

How do you commute?

What are your
main modes of
commuting to work
or school?

drive 3 car walk ride a bijke take public
transportation
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Public transport in a city

Which of the following aspects do you think are the most important
when using public transport in a city?

impact
traffic oot

Costs energy accessibility
efficiency

SUstainaple

saf
ety energy
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State your opinions

Answer the questions below and share your responses with your
teacher.

www.lingoda.com

What are some transport problems in urban

areas?

Why is the number of motor vehicles increasing in

cities?

Should the government improve public
transportation or work on designing streets and
roads for private vehicles?
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Comment on the statement

There are many issues regarding mobility in urban areas, and there is
no doubt that public and private authorities are doing their best to
improve citizens’ quality of life. Do you agree or disagree with the
sentence below? Do you think mobility plays a big role in sustainability
of the city you live in? Why or why not?

Mobility in urban areas is an
important facilitator for growth
and employment and for
sustainable development in the
world.
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Reading comprehension

Read the text below about Rachel and get ready to answer the
questions on the next slide.

Hi, my name is Rachel and | am an international student from New Mexico. |
got my driving licence when | was 17 and bought a car with the money | had
saved from working part-time at a café for four years in high school. | have
never been in an accident and people say that | am a good driver. Three
months ago, | moved to Berlin and | bought an affordable used car. | thought
this would be a great way to travel around the city and its surrounding areas.
Plus, | can listen to my favourite music all to myself without any disturbance!

It turns out that | made the biggest mistake of my life. My flat is supposed to
be only 20 minutes away from my campus by car. However, that is when
there is no traffic, no bicycles, and no obstacles on the road. | have to be at
university by 9am and usually finish by 5pm. Driving at rush hour is such a
hassle because it takes about an hour each way. The online GPS on my
phone says it will only take 13 minutes if | ride a bicycle. My car still comes in
handy when | go furniture shopping or take a road trip to neighbouring
countries, but my new favourite means of transportation is biking. This lets
me avoid traffic, make less pollution, save energy and, of course, | save a lot
of money!
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Reading comprehension questions

Answer to the questions below.

1. Why did Rachel buy a car in Berlin?
2. Why was driving to her school not a good idea?
3. What are some benefits of her riding a bike?

4, How is biking more efficient than driving?

5. Do you think she will still ride a bike when she goes back
home?
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Discussion

Pick a side for each issue and then state your reasons why.

improving public transportation
Vs

improving streets and roads for private vehicles

big car parks
Vs

spaces for public purposes

sustainable transportation (bikes and trams)
'S
faster and more comfortable transportation (cars)
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Game

Come up with at least two
solutions to prevent
congestion in big cities while at
the same time offering
efficient and comfortable
mobility.

Share your solutions with
your teacher and discuss the
advantages, disadvantages and
possibilities.
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Reflect on the goals

Go back to the second slide of the lesson and check
if you have achieved all the goals of the lesson.

www.lingoda.com


http://www.lingoda.com/

Reflect on this lesson

Think about everything you have seen in this lesson.
What were the most difficult activities or words? The easiest?
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- Answer key
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Homework

1. Infrastructure used to accommodate sustainable transport was
2. Lowering inflation and the reduction of unemployment are
3. Food and health authorities issued

4. Many modern alternative fuel vehicles can use

a. The key economic objectives for the current government administration.
b. Awarning on all meat processed before March 3rd,
c. Traditional gasoline as well as ethanol blend gasolines.

d. The main topic at this year's conference.

[ J
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Homework: writing activity

Design a form of transport for the future.
It must have the aspects written below.

Write a short text explaining how the transport works and your
reasons for designing it this way.

@)
environmentally : o
friendly G-I
@)
O
@)
affordable enersy ©
efficiency o
@)
O
Lo ©
safety accessibility
@)
@)
O
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Homework answer key
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About this material

This material is provided by /

lingoda

lingoda \Who are we?

(& Why learn English online?

8%% What kinds of English classes do we offer?
@ Who are our English teachers?

How do our English certificates work?

We also have a language blog!
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