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Goals 

■ Can read and understand 
the main points of a text 
about 
gentrification. 
 

■ Can share my thoughts 
and opinions on 
gentrification and social 
issues. 
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Gentrified cities are modern and 
fancy, therefore, bringing a lot of 

tourists.  
 

This is good for the economy, but are 
the people living in the city happy?  

 
What do you think? 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Preview 

■ In this lesson, you will practise reading a text about gentrification. 

Do you think gentrifying an old neighbourhood benefits the wealthy 
more than the poor? 

http://www.lingoda.com/


5 www.lingoda.com 

Warm-up  

Renovation is the process of 
improving a broken, damaged, 
or outdated structure.  
 
Does your room or flat need 
any renovation? 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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conflict 

displacement  

resentment  

rejuvenate deprivation  

replenish phenomenon 

refurbish 

Do you remember these words? 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Do you remember these words? 

The displacement of the lower class 
allowed the developers to build flats 
targeted at rich investors. 

A conflict between two rival gangs has 
caused many people in the 
neighbourhood to feel unsafe.  

The family felt resentment that their 
home was demolished in favour of new 

luxury apartments. 

Due to the nice weather, he finally 
decided to rejuvenate his antique car 

and take it out for a spin.  

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Do you remember these words? 

The vending machines are generally 
replenished once every two weeks.  

Scientists say that within a few 
decades, we will be able to predict 
natural phenomena, like hurricanes.  

She prefers to purchase a refurbished 
phone as they are much cheaper than 

buying brand new.  

The couple seemed so deprived of free 
time together since one was a lawyer 

and the other a nurse.  

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Sentence matching 

a. electric charging stations in the 
local infrastructure plans.  

2. The city had the foresight to 
include 

b. each other’s race, language, 
religion or gender.  

c. renters but allows for annual 
increases for the property owners.  

4. Rent control in major cities 
generally sets maximum rates for 

d. an economic shift for countries in 
the Middle East. 

3. Reduced reliance on fossil fuels 
should cause 

1. Social diversity relies on each 
individual’s respect for 

Complete the sentences.  

http://www.lingoda.com/
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What makes a city exciting and interesting?  
Do you like your city or town? 

If not, what would you do to make it better? 

Cool city 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Gentrification is the process of revitalising low-income or deteriorating 
areas of a city and making them become cool, expensive, and mainstream.  

gentrification 

The sudden influx of wealthy tech-industry workers has caused 
the gentrification of most parts of the city.  

Through gentrification, the once poor, crime-stricken 
neighbourhood will turn into a thriving utopia of the upper 

middle class.  

http://www.lingoda.com/


12 www.lingoda.com 

2 
3 

1 

Answer the questions 

What are your opinions on gentrification?  
Read the questions below and share your thoughts with your teacher.  

Does the government champion gentrification? Why or why 

not? 

Is everybody happy with the process of gentrification? If not, 

who are not content with it? 

How long does gentrification take? 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Gentrification is a double-edged sword, which means it can have both 
favourable and unfavourable consequences. 

Read two statements below and tell your teacher which one you agree 
with.  

Comment on the sentences 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Gentrification 

During the past decades, people have poured into Berlin, Germany due 
to its relative affordability compared to other major cities of Europe as 
well as its cultural diversity. However, now it seems that Berlin is also 
becoming more like other capitals with gentrification at the centre of 
the issue.  
 
Gentrification is known as the process by which a lower-class 
neighbourhood undergoes an urban renewal. This means that what 
were once poorer neighbourhoods attract middle and even upper-class 
attention. In addition, it brings with it property renovations, commercial 
construction, newer shops and restaurants and as a result, higher 
prices. The neighbourhoods then become a sort of commercial centre 
similar to what you would find in other parts of the city where the 
middle and upper-class reside. The resulting increase in prices for rent 
and everyday goods forces many of the lower income residents out, 
who may have been there for their whole lives and once made up a 
majority of the neighbourhood. 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Do you own a house/flat or pay 
monthly rent?  

Briefly explain the procedure of 
buying or renting a house.  

Is it a hassle or a piece of cake to 
find a place to live in your city? 

Share your experiences 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Gentrification 

While gentrification has been seen as a normal 
occurrence in bigger cities, a big problem in 
Berlin is the speed at which it is happening, 
especially in relation to wages. It has been known 
that up to 85% of the population of Berlin are 
renters and not owners of their apartments or 
houses. So, a steep and sudden increase in rent 
prices could affect renters in a big way. With 
many foreign investors scooping up relatively 
cheap real estate to renovate and profit from, 
many long-term residents of certain 
neighbourhoods have been forced to move out. 
The lack of living space is also becoming a big 
problem, with hundreds of people applying to 
live in the same apartment, the homeowners 
have the upper hand.  

http://www.lingoda.com/
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“ 

“ 
Do you know many English idioms? Read the sentence that was in the 

reading text. What does “having the upper hand” mean? How does 
“having the upper hand” benefit the homeowners in this context?  

Comment on the sentence 

The homeowners 
have the upper 

hand.  

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Gentrification 

To avoid the path taken by cities like London 
or San Francisco, where only the upper-class 
wealthy can afford to live comfortably, local 
authorities are attempting to tame this 
housing crisis. Councils have reinforced rent 
controls and banned some luxury 
renovations – and kicked out private 
homeowners that rent out their places for 
short periods just like hotels. Some are even 
considering large tax increases to deter 
foreign investors hoping that gentrification 
can benefit all citizens fairly.  

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Gentrification 

Continue reading the last paragraph of the reading text.  
Fill in the blanks with the correct words below while you read. 

While some see the government’s 1. _______________ as 
interfering with the natural development of a city, the 
issue of how to provide 2. _______________ housing for 
all of the citizens is a big 3. _______________. Not 
everyone can be a doctor, lawyer or banker, so how 
far is enough when average workers – teachers, 
nurses, social workers, etc. can no longer afford to live 
in the city? Will allowing gentrification of the city just 
make the income and social 4. _______________ gap 
even larger? These are all issues which we have seen 
develop throughout history in many of the cities 
around the world and now Berlin is at the                     
5. _______________ of this debate. 

inequality  affordable  intervention  forefront  dilemma  

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Reading comprehension questions 

2. What is the housing situation in Berlin? 

3. How are local authorities dealing with the housing crisis in big cities? 

4. Which one do you think is better – owning or renting a place to live? 

1. What is the definition of gentrification? 

Read the text again and answer the following questions below. 
Remember to paraphrase your answers if the answers are from the 

text. 

5. What do you think will happen to Berlin in ten years? 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Gentrification can bring many benefits to 
the citizens of a city. However, being a 
double-edged sword, it can cause various 
types of dilemmas such as affordability.  

What is your solution? 

If you were the mayor of a city that is to be gentrified, what would 
you do to satisfy all citizens of social status? 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Examples of gentrification 

These are the successful examples of gentrification. Have you been to 
these cities? How are they different from the past? What were they like 

before gentrification? 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Go back to the second slide of the lesson and check 
 if you have achieved all the goals of the lesson. 

yes no 

_______________________________ 

_______________________________ 

_______________________________ 

_______________________________ 

Reflect on the goals 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Think about everything you have seen in this lesson. 
What were the most difficult activities or words? The easiest? 

+ 
+ 

– 
– If you have time, go over  

the most difficult slides again 

_______________________________ 

_______________________________ 

_______________________________ 

_______________________________ 

_______________________________ 

_______________________________ 

_______________________________ 

_______________________________ 

Reflect on this lesson 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Exercise p. 9 
1b, 2a, 3d, 4c 
 
Exercise p. 19 
1.  intervention, 2. affordable, 3. dilemma, 4. inequality, 5. forefront 

Answer key 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Homework 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Homework: Write your own sentences 

2. Conflict  

3. Replenish  

4. Refurbish  

1. Displacement  

With the words we have learned in this lesson, write your own 
example sentences. Make sure each sentence has context clues 

for the key vocabulary.  

5. Deprivation  

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Choose any city that you know has been gentrified and create a 
short presentation about it. 

Homework: Do your research 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Why learn English online? 
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