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Goals 

■ Can identify and explain 
the structure of an album 
review. 
 

■ Can talk about an album I 
like and about the links 
between music and culture 
in greater detail.  
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Not all albums are masterpieces, and 
one way to find out if the music you 

want to buy is good or bad is by 
reading album reviews.  

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Preview and warm-up 

■ In this lesson you are going to learn the most important components of an 
album review and practise writing one. 

This is the most wonderful vinyl copy. 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Writing a review 

Give factual information 

Explain the contents in more detail 

Give your opinion all the way through 

Give a recommendation at the end 

■ When writing a review, there are certain things to remember. 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Different reviews 

a rave review 
the album is fantastic 
and couldn’t be 
better 

a favourable review the album is generally 
very good 

a glowing review the album is really 
good 

critically acclaimed critics like the album 

an unfavourable 
review 

the album is not very 
good 

■ Below are some different ways to describe an album review according to the 
author’s opinion. 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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An album review should include: 
• The name of the band/singer 

• The name of the album 
• The release date 

• The number of songs 
• The genre of music 

giving factual information 

The Beatles released A Hard Day‘s Night in July 1964.  

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Think about who the album is aimed at, who actually bought it, and whether it was 
bought online, on CD, or on vinyl. 

the audience 

The record has achieved high sales on vinyl to date. 

It is aimed at people who like folk music with an upbeat twist. 

http://www.lingoda.com/


9 www.lingoda.com 

First talk about your favourite songs on the album.  
Mention their melody, lyrics, and why you like them. 

the songs 

The first song on the album is a wonderfully calm tune with 
insightful lyrics. 

They really saved the best for last with their final song. 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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After you have written about your favourite songs, you should go on and talk about 
some of the other songs on the album.  

Say how they fit in to the overall theme of the album, how they complete the album, 
and if there are any surprising songs on there. 

You can also add a criticism of a weaker song if there is one. 

more songs 

The seventh track was a real departure from all of the others 
and added depth to the whole album. 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Do you read album reviews?  
Do they persuade you to buy 

the album? 
Have you ever read a rave 

review or an unfavourable 
review? 

Reading album reviews 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Album facts 

Album 1 Album 2 

Think about 2 albums you own.  
List the facts mentioned on p. 7 about them here. 

http://www.lingoda.com/


13 www.lingoda.com 

2 
3 

1 

Speaking 

Answer the questions with your classmates or teacher. 

Have you ever bought an album which was 

definitely not aimed at you? 

Do you buy albums which you are the typical 

audience for? 

What was the audience for the last album you 
bought? 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Favourite songs 

Tell your teacher and classmates about some of your favourite songs on 
a couple of different albums. Why do you like them? 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Giving facts and stating your opinion is part of a review, but putting the music into 
context gives it an extra point of interest. Think about when the songs were written 
and what was happening in the world at that time. Compare the album with others 

produced in the same or different genres at the same time. 

put the music into context 

Liverpool was alive with music in the 1960s and was a real 
innovative, working class city.  

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Think about the band‘s previous albums if there are any and how their sound has 
changed. Think about how they might develop in the future. 

put the album into context 

Compared to her early stuff, the songs on this album feel 
much more mature. 

The sound might become less raw in the future, which will 
alienate some older fans but attract others. 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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How do you think the place and time albums are composed affect their 
contents? Write three sentences about different albums which were 
affected by their time and place. Below you have some suggestions. 

Writing 

1960s London 

The 1980s economic boom 

The Cold War 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Do you think it is important to know the context of the music you listen 
to? 

Context 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Can you think of an artist whose albums have got progressively better? 
How do you think your favourite band’s sound might change in the 

future? 

Context 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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You should give your opinion throughout the main body of the review.  
Your opinion is of course subjective but it should be fair.  

Think about whether it is ground-breaking or derivative, simple or complex.  

giving your opinion 

The album itself is highly original. 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Vocabulary 

Most of the songs are very derivative of 
other bands in the genre. 

The first song might well become a cult 
classic. It’s incredibly catchy,  and 
uncomplicated. 

The songs are complex and well 
structured. Each song is as compelling 

as the next. 

It is simple, easy listening for when you 
want to sit back and relax. 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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The final paragraph should be your recommendation.  
Should readers buy the album?  

When and where should they listen to it? 

making a recommendation 

It‘s an album to be bought and savoured, listened to alone 
during a quiet moment. 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Brainstorm your top 5 albums and make notes on what you know about 
them, and also what you think about them.  

Share your notes with your classmates and teacher. 

Brainstorm 

Top 5 
albums 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Choose one of the albums from the previous page and make more 
detailed notes about it.  

Form your notes into a more structured review.  
On the next page you will find recap of the structure of a review. 

Your top 5 albums 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Review structure 

■ Below is the paragraph structure to follow during a review.  

■ Introduction: facts about the 
album as outlined earlier. 

■ Main body: 2 paragraphs about 
your favourite songs and then 
about the other songs. Give your 
opinion and put the album into a 
wider context.  

■ Conclusion: make a 
recommendation. 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Now write your review and share it with your teacher. 

Writing 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Go back to the second slide of the lesson and check 
 if you have achieved all the goals of the lesson. 

yes no 

_______________________________ 

_______________________________ 

_______________________________ 

_______________________________ 

Reflect on the goals 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Think about everything you have seen in this lesson. 
What were the most difficult activities or words? The easiest? 

+ 
+ 

– 
– If you have time, go over  

the most difficult slides again 

_______________________________ 

_______________________________ 

_______________________________ 

_______________________________ 

_______________________________ 

_______________________________ 

_______________________________ 

_______________________________ 

Reflect on this lesson 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Homework 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Album reviews 

2. The body of the review should be about… 

3. It is important to put the music into context because… 

4. At the end of a review you should… 

1. An album review should start with… 

Complete the sentences. 

http://www.lingoda.com/


31 www.lingoda.com 

Choose a different album to the one you reviewed in the lesson 
and write another review here. 

Writing 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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