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Can identify and use some
advanced structures to talk
about the immediate
future

Can use 'be to' to give clear
commands or instructions.
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Talking about the future is important.
This lesson is to teach you how to do
that. So buckle up, because you're on
the point of learning something
special.
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Preview and warm-up

B In this lesson you are going to review some future tenses and also learn some
more advanced structures to talk about the future.

I'm about to learn something useful.
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The future continuous

You have already covered the future continuous, so this should serve as a

review.

The future continuous is used to talk about actions which will be in progress
at a given point in the future, or in questions to ask about expectations.

It is made by will be + ing.

This time next week | will be sitting
on the beach.

Will he be staying home?

Tomorrow at 6pm | will be watching
the rugby game.

Will she be coming alone?

Five years from now, John will still be
working on that book.

Will you be seeing Alice later?
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The future perfect

This is a short review of the future perfect tense.

The future perfect is used to talk about something which will be finished

before a given point in the future.
It is made by will have + past participle.

Positive Negative

In 3 years’ time, | will have finished my PhD | won't have finished my project before the
and can begin my dream of working as a end of May so we should go on holiday in
university lecturer. June.
| will have eaten all of the chocolate by the | won't have finished cooking dinner
time my wife gets home. before the guests arrive.
| promise | will have finished my She won't have arrived before the
homework by dinner time. presentations start.
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Fill in the gaps

Fill in the gaps using either the future continuous or the future perfect.

1. By this time next year | (earn)
a million pounds by publishing a book.
2. On Friday at 5pm | (celebrate)

the fact that the work week is over!

3. This time next week my wife and |
(relax) by the poolin Italy.

4, Bythetimelam 40, | (get
married).

5. This time next year | (still
learn) English grammar.

6. Bythetimelam 70, | (learn)

all the grammar properly.
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Speaking

Tell your classmates what you will be doing at these times in the

future.
next Friday
tomorrow ¢ the evening
a Week frq 3 month from
today M on Tuesday at now
2pm
5 years from at 10pm this
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Writing

Write sentences about what you think you will or won’t have done by
the future points below.

7 A0S Wi by next Monday
tomorrow
by 2025 by 2040
a month from by the end of
now this year
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Be about to

B We use be about to when something is going to happen or is expected to

happen very soon.

She is about to confess everything.

The ceremony is about to begin.

They are about to lower the cost of
university tuition.

Hurry up! The boat is about to leave.
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Be about to

B Be about to can be used with the past tense as well as with the present.
B Inthe past itindicates that something was going to happen.

| was about to call you.

| was about to get dressed when
the doorbell rang.

She was about to tell the children

off before she saw how upset they
were.
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Be on the point of

B Be on the point of has a very similar meaning to be about to. It also means that
something is expected to happen very soon.

B We normally use it with people rather than things.

We are on the point of leaving - can
you make it quick?

She is on the point of finishing so
give her some peace and quiet.

Tom was on the point of quitting
his job when his boss quit instead.
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Be on the point of

B Be on the point of is also often used with the past tense.

She was on the point of leaving but | just
caught her.

| was on the point of jumping overboard
when the coastguard came.

He was on the point of stealing the car
but the police caught him.
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The band was on the point of releasing a
new album when their lead singer died.
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Fill in the gaps

Fill in the gaps with be about to or be on the point of in the present

tense.
1. | leaving the house, can | call
you back?
2. She give her final graduation
speech. She must be so nervous.
3. They start university - it's
their first year and they're so excited.
4, We finishing the project -
just give us 10 more minutes.
5 | call my mum, shall I wish |
her happy birthday from you? b’;@
e
JON
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Writing

Write sentences to answer each of these questions.
Think about things outside of the lesson as well as during it.

What are you about to do?

What are you on the point of doing?

What are you and your classmates
about to do?
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Complete the sentences

Complete the sentences with be about to or be on the point of in the

past.

1. Jane call her mum, but her mum called her
first!

2. | starting my speech when the fire alarm went
off.

3. The singer going on stage when she slipped
and fell.

4. They leaving when it started raining.

5. We start dinner when the phone rang.
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Speaking

Answer the questions with your classmates and teacher.

When was the last time you were about to do something

and then were interrupted?

Have you ever been on the point of finishing something but

then gave up?

Have you ever been about to leave the house and almost

forgot to take something?
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Be due to

B We use be due to when we talk about something that is scheduled to happen

at a certain point in the future.

The meeting is due to start at 1pm.

The course is due to finish on December 1st,

The train is due to arrive at 16.02.

You are not due to hand in your homework
until Friday - this is early.
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Be due to

B We can also use be due to with the past tense to say that something was

scheduled to happen.

The meeting was due to start at 11 but
.y ' they seem to be running late.

Negotiations were due to happen last ﬁ ¥ )

Friday.
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Be to

B The structure be to can be used to talk about obligations in the future.

You are to behave well while we're
at grandpa’s.

She is to travel to London to meet
her daughter-in-law.

Alice is to deal with the marketing
side.
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Be not to

B We can also use be not to for a negative obligation.

You are not to speak during the play.

He is not to embarrass us tonight.
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Be to

B We can also use be to with the past tense to say that there was an obligation.

The queen was to give a speech before
the parade started.

People were to hand in their mobile
phones before entering the building.
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Fill in the gaps

Fill in the gaps with be due to or be to in the present tense.
Decide if it is positive or negative.

1. We meet with our
accountant at 4pm but | think we might be
late.

2.  You ask questions during
the speech, you must wait until it is over.

3. He hand in his report on
Thursday so we have to wait until then.

4, | travel to Paris some time
this week.

5. She give birth at any
moment.
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About you

Are you due to
have a meeting
with anyone this
week?

When did your
parents tell you
that you were to
behave well?
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Rewrite the sentences using the word in brackets

1. The film is going to start - The film is about to start - hurry
hurry up! (about) up!

2. The meeting starts really soon.
(about)

3. We have a meeting with a
lawyer tomorrow at 10. (due)

4, Susan is going to give a speech
on Friday. (is to)

5. I'mjust leaving - can it wait?
(point)
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About you

Have you ever been due to
keep an appointment or meet a
deadline which you missed?

When have you had to hand in
your electronic devices in the
past?
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Reflect on the goals

Go back to the second slide of the lesson and check
if you have achieved all the goals of the lesson.
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Reflect on this lesson

Think about everything you have seen in this lesson.
What were the most difficult activities or words? The easiest?
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Fill in the gaps with the words on the right

o

was on the point of

fainting
was about to pass
out

My wife birth a few days ago
but it hasn't happened yet. I'm really was due to give
nervous because every time she breathes
heavily | think it .I'm also am to hold
feeling scared because | her ,

is about to happen

hand throughout the birth just like with our
last child, but the whole way through last
time | felt like | . Just when |
thought | couldn’t take it anymore and |

, out popped our son.
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0‘ Writing

Write a similar story to the one on the previous slide.

You could base it around waiting for exam results or waiting to
hear about a promotion at work.

OO0 00 0o 0o 0 0o 0 0O
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Homework answer key
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About this material

This material is provided by /

lingoda

lingoda \Who are we?

(& Why learn English online?

8%% What kinds of English classes do we offer?
@ Who are our English teachers?

How do our English certificates work?

We also have a language blog!
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