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Can read and analyse the
song lyrics of Scarborough
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Can discuss the
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Lots of songs have wonderful lyrics
which are worth interpreting and
trying to understand.

There are of course the odd few that
are best left alone!
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Preview and warm-up

B In thislesson you are going to practise understanding and interpreting a song.

These lyrics are brilliant!
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Vocabulary

lyrics

interpret
decipher

depict
illustrate

portray

The lyrics are the words to a song. Some people believe
that the lyrics are one of the most important parts of a
song.

These words mean to work out the meaning of
something. For example: How do you interpret this
song? | can't decipher its meaning.

Both of these words mean show, or paint a picture in
your mind. For example: The song depicts a poor
woman or the lyrics illustrate the clash of cultures.

Portray means to show a particular image or
interpretation to an audience.

For example: The song portrays the man as heart-
broken.
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convey decode

The song conveys a strong message about independence.
| would like to decode the lyrics so | understand the song better.
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commentate

The blogger commentates on newly released music.
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Lyrics

Do you know the lyrics to any songs by heart?
Do you have any favourite lyrics?
Share them!
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Lyrics

Have you ever tried to interpret
the message that the lyrics in
your favourite songs are trying

to convey?
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Speaking

Answer the questions with your classmates or teacher.

What is more important to you in a song, the lyrics or the
melody?

Do you think it is important to understand the lyrics to

appreciate a song?

Do you try to understand English song lyrics?
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Background

Below is a little background knowledge to the song, Scarborough Fair,
which you are going to read.

Scarborough Fair was a large agricultural
fair held annually from the 1200s to the
1700s in Scarborough, England. Singers

used to sing ballads about the fair on
their way to it. The song here is thought
to be over 500 years old.
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Scarborough Fair

Read through the lyrics to an old English folk song, Scarborough Fair.

Are you going to Scarborough Fair?
Parsley, sage, rosemary and thyme.
Remember me to one who lived there.
She once was a true love of mine.

Have her make me a cambric shirt,
Parsley, sage, rosemary and thyme.
Without any seams, nor fine needle work,
Then she'll be a true love of mine.

Tell her to weave it in a sycamore wood lane.
Parsley, sage, rosemary and thyme

Gather it up in a basket of flowers,

Then she'll be a true love of mine.

Have her wash it in yonder dry well,

Parsley, sage, rosemary and thyme.

Where water ne'er sprung, nor drop of rain fell,
Then she'll be a true love of mine.
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Scarborough Fair

Tell her to find me an acre of land.
Parsley, sage, rosemary and thyme.
Between the sea foam and over the sand,
Then she'll be a true love of mine.

Plough the land with the horn of a lamb.
Parsley, sage, rosemary and thyme.

Then sow some seeds from north of the dam,
Then she'll be a true love of mine.

Have her reap it with a sickle of leather.
Parsley, sage, rosemary and thyme.
Gather it up in a bunch of heather,

Then she'll be a true love of mine.
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Scarborough Fair

If she tells me she can't, then I'll reply.
Parsley, sage, rosemary and thyme.
Let me know, that at least she will try,
Then she'll be a true love of mine.

Love imposes impossible tasks.

Parsley, sage, rosemary and thyme.
Though not more than any heart asks,
And | must know she's true love of mine.

When thou has finished thy task.
Parsley, sage, rosemary and thyme.
Come to me my hand for to ask,

For then you'll be a true love of mine.

This song dates from medieval times but has been interpreted by
different singers for many years.
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The song
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What is your initial reaction to
the song?

o

-
=

B IAE

Can you interpret the meaning
behind any of the lyrics?
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Do you know the meaning of these words?

seam weave well
sprung foam plough
horn sow impose
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Vocabulary

The words reap, sickle and cambric are not used frequently in English
anymore. Can you match them to their meanings below?

A material used for shirts and dresses.

To take crops in from the field.

A tool with a curved blade used for harvesting crops.
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Speaking

Think about the tasks the woman is being asked to perform.
Do they seem reasonable or achievable to you?
Why might that be?
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Match the four herbs mentioned in the song with their
medieval significance

1. strength and
wisdom

2. fidelity

Parsley

3. courage

4. remove bitter
emotions

Rosemary Thyme
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Speaking

Now you know the meaning of the herbs, can you attach some
significance to them in the song?
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Scarborough Fair

Read through some additional verses of the song Scarborough Fair

Tell her to dry it on yonder thorn.

Parsley, sage, rosemary, and thyme.

Which never bore blossom since Adam was
born,

And then she'll be a true love of mine.

Ask her to do me this courtesy,
Parsley, sage, rosemary, and thyme.
And ask for a like favour from me,
And then she'll be a true love of mine.
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Scarborough Fair

Have you been to Scarborough Fair?
Parsley, sage, rosemary, and thyme.
Remember me from one who lives there,
For he once was a true love of mine.

When he has done and finished his work,
Parsley, sage, rosemary, and thyme.

Ask him to come for his cambric shirt,
For then he'll be a true love of mine.

These two verses are traditionally sung by a woman.
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Vocabulary

Do you know
the meaning of
these words?

thorn blossom



http://www.lingoda.com/

Speaking

Does the woman's part, the final two verses, change how you interpret
the song?
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Speaking

Which other songs do you know that have a male and female part?
Do you think these songs are quite rare?
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Reflect on the goals

Go back to the second slide of the lesson and check
if you have achieved all the goals of the lesson.
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Reflect on this lesson

Think about everything you have seen in this lesson.
What were the most difficult activities or words? The easiest?
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Fill in the gaps

o

medieval
interpret
1. The words to a song are called the
: lyrics
2. Many people try to the
lyrics to songs. convey
3. Lots of songs certain depict

meanings and images.

4. Scarborough Fairis a
ballad.

5. Some songs try to a
message about an important issue.
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0‘ Writing homework

Find a song that you like and listen carefully to the lyrics.
Write down your interpretation of what they mean here.
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Homework answer key
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About this material

This material is provided by /

lingoda

lingoda \Who are we?

(& Why learn English online?

8%% What kinds of English classes do we offer?
@ Who are our English teachers?

How do our English certificates work?

We also have a language blog!
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