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Goals 

■ Can identify and compare a 
variety of phrasal and 
prepositional verbs. 
 

■ Can accurately use a wide 
range of phrasal and 
prepositional verbs in 
various contexts. 
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It‘s great to see you picked up the 
basics of phrasal verbs so quickly. You 

have made outstanding progress so 
far! 

 
Things are really going to take off now. 

Most of the phrasal verbs we look at 
today have more than one meaning! 

 
Think you can keep up? 
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Try to use the phrasal verb pick 
up/picked up in as many contexts 

and sentences as possible. 
 

How many did you get? 

Review 
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Phrasal verbs: review 

■ Phrasal verbs are multi-word verbs or phrases which perform the role of a 
verb.  

■ They usually consist of a verb and a particle, or sometimes even two particles. 
■ Like idioms, they can be tricky for non-native speakers as they have many 

different meanings which are not always immediately clear. 

There are many phrasal verbs in 
English, and their potential meanings 
are vast – as such we are going to 
spend some time in today’s lesson 
going over different meanings in 
different contexts. 
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Back up: to support someone; to reverse a motor vehicle; to recap a point 
in the conversation; to ask someone to give you physical space; to make a 

copy of digital files. 
 

Clear up: to clarify or correct a misconception; for stormy weather to 
become calm. 

 

I’d just like to clear up something we talked about yesterday. 

back up clear up 

Thanks for all of the emotional back up in the last week. 
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fall apart: to break into pieces; to stop working effectively; to experience 
serious emotional problems. 

get away: to leave or, escape from, a place; to go somewhere on holiday 

I really need to get away after the last few weeks. 

get away fall apart 

The dialogue between the two parties looks like it will fall apart. 
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keep up: to progress at the same rate; to remain at an equal level to; be 
informed about. 

stand for: to tolerate, to be a nominee or candidate, what someone values; 
to represent 

Keep up the good work Dave! 

keep up stand for 

What values do you stand for? 
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Make sentences from images 

Match the phrasal verbs to the pictures. 
Create a sentence from each. 

get away back up 

clear up fall apart 
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_______________________________________________________________

_________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________

_________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________

_________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________

_________________________________________ 

Identify the phrasal verbs in these sentences 

I can’t keep up with you! 

3. Wait a minute – just let me 
_______________ the van. 

4. It looks like the thunderclouds 
are about to _______________. 

5. Richard has decided to 
_______________ mayor in the 
local election. 

2. These cheap shoes are already 
starting to _______________! 

1. I can’t _______________ with you! 
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Separable and inseparable phrasal verbs 

Separable phrasal verbs 

■ The verb does not have to be followed by the attached preposition immediately. 

■ The meaning remains clear, even when the verb is detached from its preposition. 

Take the phrasal verb write down. This is a separable phrasal verb as the verb and 
preposition can be separated without the sentence losing its meaning. The example 
below makes this clear. 

1. Jarvis wrote down the information in his exercise book. 

2. Jarvis wrote the information down in his exercise book. 

■ Some verbs function like idioms and contain a unique meaning when attached 
to a preposition in an expression. 

■ These phrasal verbs can be divided into two categories - separable and 
inseparable. 
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clear up Would you be able to clear this issue up with Fred? 

take off Take your cap off, please. 

give away I am happy to give my fortune away to charity. 

take away Take the prisoners away to the dungeon.  

Separable phrasal verbs 

put up I can put Chris up in my flat while he is visiting the city. 

picked up I picked Sally up last night at about 9. 
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Inseparable phrasal verbs 

Inseparable phrasal verbs 

Inseparable phrasal verbs function differently. The verb must be followed directly by 
its preposition or adverb, otherwise the meaning is lost. 

The examples below, using came down with, illustrate this difference. 

1. Joshua came down with a fever and missed the meeting as a result. 

2. Joshua came with a fever down and missed the meeting as a result. 

The first example is correct. In this context, came down with is an inseparable 
phrasal verb. 

■ It can be difficult to determine whether a phrasal verb is separable or 
inseparable. 

■ The best way is to familiarise yourself with both and memorise which are 
which.  
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stand out Your application really stands out. 

break up I am going to break up with Steve this afternoon. 

settle on Did you manage to settle on a figure? 

disagree with I must disagree with you on that point. 

Inseparable phrasal verbs 

look after I have to look after my brother on Saturday. 

get on Hurry up and get on the train. 
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Categorise 

Separable Inseparable 

Categorise the phrasal verbs as separable or inseparable. 

switch off check out 

give away settle on 

care for 

look after 

get on 

write out 
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_____________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________ 

Identify the phrasal verb that would fit the sentence 

2. We can move that event to another 
time. 

3. I have organised the room for your 
stay. 

give up 

4. You can find that word in the 
dictionary. 

6. Can you stop and repeat that 
please? 

7. The storm is giving way to blue 
skies! 

8. The cake I baked yesterday is good. 

5. Your jeans are full of holes – they 
are about to break into pieces. 

1. I would like to stop that habit. 
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________________________________________

________________________________________ 

________________________________________

________________________________________ 

________________________________________

________________________________________ 

________________________________________

________________________________________ 

Come up with a sentence using the same phrasal verb, but in 
a different context 

Despite running as fast as he 
could, Peter couldn’t catch up 
with his friend. 

3. Would you like to dine in or 
take away? 

4. Their music is really starting 
to take off in Japan. 

5. Could we put off the meeting 
until next week? 

2. I’ll help you put up some lost 
and found posters. 

1. It was great to catch up with 
Benny last weekend. 
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Phrasal verbs with two particles 

■ get + away + with: Do you think you will get away with it? 

■ cut + down + on: You really have to cut down on your smoking habit. 

■ come + up + with: If you can come up with a few ideas before the meeting that 
would be great. 

■ get + on + with: It’s time to get on with your work. 

■ pull + out + of: Jane had to pull out of the race after she sprained her ankle. 

■ Some phrasal verbs contain two particles. Generally these longer phrasal verbs 
cannot be separated.  

■ Verbs that are combined with an adverb and a preposition are called phrasal-
prepositional verbs.  

■ Like the other forms of multi-word verbs, phrasal-prepositional verbs carry 
their own unique meanings. They follow the structure: verb + particle + 
preposition. 
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give away: to reveal something; to give freely as a present. 
turn out: to occur in a particular way; to be known or discovered 

surprisingly; to be kicked out of a place; to attend. 

Young voter participation turned out to be pretty high this year. 

turn out give away 

Don’t speak so loudly – you will give away the answer. 
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Phrasal verbs can also be classified as transitive or intransitive. 
• Transitive phrasal verbs have a direct object. 

• Intransitive phrasal verbs have no direct object. 

Don’t worry Daisy, your purse will turn up soon! 
Turn up has no direct object, and so it is an intransitive 

phrasal verb. 

intransitive transitive 

He gave up drinking last week. 
Drinking is the object – gave up is a transitive phrasal verb. 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Categorise 

Transitive Intransitive 

Categorise the phrasal verbs, determining whether they are transitive 
or intransitive. 

Did you notice that some verbs are both transitive and intransitive? 

The athlete gave 
up on the last 

stretch. 

This plane is due 
for take off. 

Don’t settle on 
anything less. 

Take off your 
shoes before 

coming inside. 

The skies started to 
clear up. 

Josie’s plan fell 
through. 

Let’s catch up 
tomorrow? 

Felix gets up at 
10am each 
morning. 
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Try to write as many sentences as you can using the phrasal verbs 
below. 

Some of them have different meanings in different contexts.  
You get one point for each correct sentence. 

Game 

get away fall apart clear up 

rely on picked up take off 

settle on give away take away 
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Try to write a story based on the picture using the phrasal-
prepositional verbs below.  

Write a story using phrasal-prepositional verbs 

run out of look back on go through with 

come up with get along with put up with 

reach out to look up to get around to 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Go back to the second slide of the lesson and check 
 if you have achieved all the goals of the lesson. 

yes no 

_______________________________ 

_______________________________ 

_______________________________ 

_______________________________ 

Reflect on the goals 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Think about everything you have seen in this lesson. 
What were the most difficult activities or words? The easiest? 

+ 
+ 

– 
– If you have time, go over  

the most difficult slides again 

_______________________________ 

_______________________________ 

_______________________________ 

_______________________________ 

_______________________________ 

_______________________________ 

_______________________________ 

_______________________________ 

Reflect on this lesson 
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Activity p. 10 
1. keep up, 2. fall apart, 3. back up, 4. clear up, 5. stand for. 
 
Activity p. 15 
Separable: care for, check out, switch off, write out, give away 
Inseparable: get on, look after, settle on 
 
Activity p. 16  
1. give up, 2. put off, 3. made up, 4. look up, 5. fall apart, 6. back up, 7. clearing up, 8. 
turn out. 
 
Activity p. 17 
Accept any correct answer. 
 
Activity p. 21 
Transitive: gave up, take off (your shoes), settle on 
Intransitive: catch up, clear up, take off, gets up, fell through 
 

Answer key 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Homework 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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1. Take away 

2.  Take after 

3. Catch up  

4. Stand for  
d. To discuss new facts, to meet up with 
someone you haven’t seen for a while, finish 
something you did not have time to do. 

c. To buy food at a restaurant and eat it 
elsewhere, to remove one number from 
another, to remove something 

b. To escape, to go somewhere, to succeed 
in not getting caught. 

a. To support or believe in something. 

5. Get away e. To be similar than a member of your 
family.  

Match the phrasal verb with its meaning 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Write sentences 

2. fell off 

3. give away 4. take off 

6. look up 

7. look after 8. catch up 

5. fall apart 

1. keep up 

Write at least two sentences for each of the following phrasal 
verbs. 

http://www.lingoda.com/
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Answer key 

Activity p. 29 
1 – C, 2 – E, 3 – D, 4 – A, 5 – B  

http://www.lingoda.com/
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                Who are we? 
 
Why learn English online? 

What kinds of English classes do we offer? 

Who are our English teachers? 

How do our English certificates work? 

We also have a language blog! 

This material is provided by 
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